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iin.l about :i'i: fPfl <lrauKht <an !ra-

\.r«» It lor :»«2 days a year un the

avtnuu-. whilp lor 11 years continu-

riiiRly thfii- was no Interruption The

annual trarfic had rlsiu from 120.000

tons in liiT'.t to 400.000 tons in rJlO.

but ther»> 1h no satisfactory port »t

the uioutb. Since rjOC, however, a

canal. 00 miles long, partly on ih«

lines of an older one. has been under

construitlon Iioni Aries by port d«

Uouc and Martlnguea to L'Kstaque.

near Marseilles There la only on*

lock—at Aries; and the final section,

a tunnel soiuo 4>/i miles long, through

a ridge of rock, was inaugurated by

u distinguished company. Including

the Minister of Public Works. The

tunnel will be approximately 72 feet

wide and r.0 feet high, and the depth

ot water in it will be nearly S feet.

Before entering the tunnel the cana!

pabses through a desert on the bordt.

of a salt lake, the shore of which l»

now covered with chemical works,

manufactories of explosives, and other

establishments called into existenc*

canaU

That Earnett Contlderation.

Altliougli the Stephens-Cowie re-

port wa- made in 11*08. it does not

teem to have met with much earnest

coLslderatlon by anybody out«l(l« the

Harbor Hoard, from that day to this.

The press and the politicians have

equally Ignored it. Meanwhile the

subject Is not regarded as negligible

in Bome other countries whicli have

not nearly so much to gain from free

ports as Canada. I speak of tree ports

in the plural number because 1 think

Canada is big enough to have several

Free Trade areas laid off. France is

setting a magnificent example In this

as in other things. When I lie new

route from London to tlie Mediterran-

ean via Havre. Lyons. Aries, and Mar-

seilles, is complete, the Free Port of

Marseilles will become one of the

greatest ports in the world as Mont-

real may yet be. The '•London Econo-

mist" says: "In two years' time, or

three at the utmost, the two greatest

seaports of the North and South of
^^ ^^^ ^^^^ Probably tthe canal will

France respectively will be connected
^_^^^ .^ ^ ^^^^^ industrial district,

by a continuous inland waterway, up-
^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^.^ .^ expected, notably

on which the cost ot carriage of goods
.^ pj^^^p^^^^g j^om Tunis and agricul-

wiU be reduced to less than half the
^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^j^j^.^ ^„a

rrilwai rat-s. At present, barges can
^^^^^^^^ .^ exchange for the manu-

reach Lyons from Havre by the
^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^ Northern

Seine, a canal, and the Saone, but
j,^^^^^ „

from Lvons onward the Rhone, whichirom i^juus ^u
Enterprise has done a great deal

ir the earlier part of ts ocurse is a r-nierpns..

mo IL trrent, becomes a river of for the Port of Montreal, ut Natun.

strong currents, with constantly shift- has done more. To-day It Is a Na

Ig shoals and sa.dhanks. and very tional Port. With a »;-
J"^'

^""^^

variable In its depth at different It will be an »'^^"- '°-'
^^ \;;.

places and seasons. Since 1S78, how- which much more than ha the con

ever, the river between Lyons and tinent of North America will be con-

Aries has been cleared and ueepec- tribalofy.


