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Comparative Prices.

Wheat fell ia Mavch last year 1040 a bus, 1
tween the first day and the last, slthough it
was 100 highor at the end than it is now, It
has been avgued that thoe wheat was about out
of the farmers’ hands last year a9 it was this,
until the Washington repart upset the claim.
At the ond of March May wheat here sold at
760, and in Chicago May wheat sold at 793, or
ut n sproad of 3¢, but cas* wheat here was go-
ing at 78 ou track, April 1, or as high for track
wheat here as in Chicago, Now the differenco
is about 12¢ in favor of Chicago for May, with
about two-thirds as much differcuce in track
pricee. It is not doubted that the manipula.
tion in the Chicugo market is a good thing for
prices of track wheat, aud is tho causc of the
Iato comparative advanco of it, for the manipu.
lation was tho cause of the purchase hero of
largo quantities lately to be shipped to that
markey shortly. When the markets aro so low
the fow cants gained that way are appreciated
by the holders of the real grain.—>Minneapolis
Market Record,

Competent Help.

‘I'ho advisability of securing compstent anl
iotelligont nssistants is boing recogaizod more
and more every day by merchants in all braun-
chos of trado, and mura especially amoung the
retail storckeopers is this casential, whore tho
clerk is brought iuto contact with ecoves of
people daily. A fow years ago the grccer's
clerk who could add a fair-ized column of fig-
ures and know the number of ounces to the
pound, was considered perfeci'y competent to
attend to the wants of the customers; but now
ho has been suparseded by the inlteiligent and
polite assistant, who knows the names of all
tho regular customers, so that alady entering
the store is greeted with a *‘Good mornivg,
Mrs. A.," followed with a romark regarding the
curreant topics; or, ** Were you pleased with
the now brand of flour we sent you last week?”
ete. By the interest taken, the customer feols
at once that the clork is dircctly interested in
supplying her with a good quality of goods,
and will often seck his advice and rely on his
judgment regarding intending purchases.

It is policy, also, in addition to having a
competent corps of assistants, that the forco
be of sufficicut number to attend to the wishes
of your customers without subjecting them to
uoncessary delay. \Would be purchasers aftor
waiting in a store for five minutes wichout re-
ceiving the attentien of anyoue, are very likely
to make theic exit without purchasing, and you
will find that their future orders will be left
with your competitor. Our friends when call-
ing on us at home are wot ucgleoted in this
manser, aud why should not this friendly feel.
ing be extended to our cuttomers at the store?

The wide awake grocer nowadays also pre
paves for the Saturday rush, not only by haviang
a sufficient force of assistants, but sces that the
staple goods during the sveek have becn wrp.
ped in packages of different weights, so that
when a pound or two of sugar, cotfee, tca, or
other commodity is called for, it is not neces
sary then to be weighed and wrapped. In this
way a great deal of valuable time is saved, and
the regular force in some cases will be suffi-
cient to attend to the Saturday's trade. Dur-
ing the week your clerks will often fiud a half
hour when this can be done, and by obeerving
this rule you will find by the end of the ycar
that you have saved coasiderablo in your ex-
pensc account.

The system of delivering goods has been
adopted by all grocers who wish t» keep up
with the timer.  Amoog the larger stores the
ordec clerk will cell during the week on the
customers, and receive their orders. for Satur-
day's delivery. A biight device which is for.
nished housekeepers for recording grocery or-
ders consists of a board about a foot in length
by three or four in width, upon which the
names of the different articles handled in the
grocery trade are stamp:d. Oppoasito cath
item & holo is made in the board, ond when the

housekeopor finds the supply of a cerlain
artiole running short & pin is insorted in this
board opposite tho corresposding nime of the
article. I3y this mothod o great deal of time
will bo eaved whea tho clork calls for tho or.
ders.  And, again, items which would be very
apt to bo overlooked by tha housckeeper if en.
trusted to her wmeomory, upd consequontly be
amitted in the list.furnishozl the clerk, will by
this mothed be ensuved. When it is considered
that these items will bo -¢ry likely purchused
at a move conveniently located sroro, the value
of this arrangement will be vory readily per-
ceived, and amoug grocers who enjoy o subur.
ban trade, thit plan will be found very practi-
cable, also a stimulating factor to incroased
patronuge. —Josoph Heritzgo Ingersoll,

Local Live Etmck Markets.

Cattlo ehippers have commonced talking
about space already, says the Montreal Gazcllc
of March 22. Forty shillings has been offored
for apace on regular lino May boats, and thirty.
fivo shillings for outsido boats. No contracts
havo been nade, however, the regular liners
holding out for fifty shillings. This was the
opening figure of last season, and as the mar-.
kets on tho other side are in even worse con.
dition than at this time last year, the chances
aro that tho steamship companies wiil not got
just what they ask. There scems to bo a dis.
position among the trade, to go along slowly.
‘There seems to be an impression that teade will
open up with a rush, but the reverse is more
likely to bo the case, as shipperz are not likely
to waunt to ship on the first boats, the cargoes
of which will certainly be slaughtored on
arrival.

At the LEast End abattoir, Montreal, on
March 21, there wero 400 cattle, 200 calves, 25
shaep aud about 50 spring lambs offered for
sale. There wasa good attendance of butchers,
but trade in cattle was slow and very few
beasts made 4ic, the average for the best
offerings being dc to 4}c, while fair to medium
sold av 3} to 3jc, Calves were more plentiful
and lower selliog at $4 to S8,  Sheep sold at $4
to $7 each, nud spriny lambs at $4 to $5,

Long Hours in‘(}uunty Stoes.

A clerk in a country store writes 7% Cuna-
dian Grocer, relative to carly closing: ¢ The
country stores,” ho says, *‘ seem to have fallen
into the custom of keeping opeo overy evening
a great deal later than is really nccessary, A4
great many people in the country seem to do
all their work at home, and then start for the
store, only to find when thoy got thero that the
storckeeper or clerk, as the cass may be, has
just put on the shutters, or is just about to do so.
Of course, as a courtcous business man, without
grumnbling, the storekeeper does up a large bill
of goods for the customer. Now, business mea
do not at all depreciate these valuable orders
whenever they come, should it be early or late.
But I would propose that all country stores
have a stated hour for closing.  That would
imply that sl people would do their shopping
carlier, thereby giving customer, storckeeper
and clerk an opportenity of keepiog the body
in hiealth and the mind ia case,”

The subject touched upon by our correspon-
dont is nota new one by acy means, It has
been mora or lessagitated in this country, and
at the moment il is agitating the minda of the
English merchants aud clerks, the intereat, be-
ing so great that publicmeetings are beiug held
10 discuss the matter. But long business hours
is an evil, and it will bear being threshed and
ro threshed, just aslong at it cxists. Some-
body lLas yet to arise who will champion the
cause of loog hours,  Even those who ate the

most perststent io keeping their stores open till
far into the night acknowledge that it docs not
pay, Their reason for doing 2o is that others do
so, This is evidence of the power of of iallu-
cnce.  And if one koeps opon because another
does, why not turn thiogs arouud, and sco if

ono would not closo if others did? It seoms
logical, but thero aro few that have the cour-
ogs to attempt it Those who have taken the
bold step have not as o rulo geno without their
roward.

‘There is no sound renson why stores should
bo kopt open later than 7 o'clock at the out.
tido oven on Saturday night. Tho prescut late
system was not born of nccessity; it is thoe off.
spring of long yoars of habit on tho partof
cvatomers,  And before the dcsideratum of
early olosing o au ba enjoyed to its full oxtent
this habit will have to bo oured. The
task of doinﬁ this_devolves largely upon tho
storckeepar himself.  Clorgymen may preach,
speakers haranguo aud newspapers write till
doomeday, unless the merchant does his part.
And that part is to educate hig customers to
the necessicy of making their purchases early
in tho day. 'The public is not an exactin
autocrat, It only wants to be educated to tho
fact that tho habit Jinto which it has fallen is
burdensome to tho morchant to his clerk, and
to his family, nad the milleniuw of carly clos-
ing will have arrived. 'T'he merchant who then
keops his store opon till late at night will do
80 becauses he loveth tlavery botter than free.
dom or long hours bottor thau short,

Fortunately fou its advocates, tho people are
already in tho first book on tho priuciples of
early closing. During the summer monthe
stores here and Lhore aro closed at stated hours
in tho evening, and others one afternoon dur.
ing ench weok. In tho country where, it any.
thig, tho necessity for long hours is lese, thoe
early closing movement scems to bo making
glower progress than in tho cities and larger
towns. Legislative ecnactments will never
bring about the desired state of affaira. It has
been tried aud failed, Neither merchant nor
cnstomer will be coerced. But either ir open
to persunsion, and can, by the exercise of tact,
bo even led.  What is wanted as tho firab atep
in the direction of early closing is a mutual ua-
derstanding between storckeepers, This se.
cured, the greatest obatacle in the way of early
closing has been svrmounted,

The period when the discussion of this topic
may be said to bo seasonable is approachivg,
and 2'he Grocer invites pointed and short lot.
ters fiom ita readera on tho subject,

Whers Ntﬁn?is Wasted.

In Laris nothing is wasted, not the smallest
scrap of paper; that which everyone else throws
away here becomes a source of profit. Old
provision tine, for instance, are full of money;
tho lead soldering is melted dowa into cakes,
while the tin goee to make children’s toys.
O1d boots, however bad, always contain {n the
arch of the foot at least one pieco that will
servo ngain, and generally there are two or
three otkers in the sole, the heel and at the
back. Scraps of paper go to the cardboard
factory, orange peel to the marmalade maker,
and 80 on. The ideas suggested are not always
agrecable, and to seo & rag-picker fishing orange

acl out of the basket is enough to make one
orawear marmalade—but thero is worso than
that. Tho most valuable refuse—that which
fetches two francs the kilo—is hair; the long
goes to the hairdresser, while the short is used
among other things for clarifying oils,
————— ) st t—

Gold Production in Australis.

Londonlron says: *‘Tho yield of gold for
Victoria in 1892 was 663,374 or 41,358 ounces
more than in 1891, The yicld is, in fact bet-
ter than in any year since 1885, when tho
amount was 783,761 ouaces, The gold roturns
of Queensland for the last, year show that the
total yicld was 602,753 ounces, being an
increass of 26,319 ounces compared with the
provious pear.”

Graham & Mcleo, blacksmitbs, Stonewall,
Man., havo ontered into partnership, They
will conduct business in Graham’s old atand,
the former looking after the wood work, and
the latter the goneral blacksmithing,



