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THE COMIMERCIAL,

Points for the Tea Trade,

The following very interesting paper was
read by Harold lambe bofore the Hamilton
Retail Grovcers' Association at a rocont meeting
of that body :

In tho firat place, I take it that you goatlo
men ave ouly interested in the class of teas
which aro best suiced to our district. AM I
need to kaow, and what interests both of us
mosr, is what we can sell to the best sdvant-
age, and what gives tha bost satisfaction. Of
course the subject of tea covers a much wider
grouod than this, but this is what we, as gro.
cers, are mose interested in. We all know
that the minor divisions are very varied, and I
should say that they are ofttimes best un-
kuown. From my experience I think I may
state asa fact that we are n black tea drinking
people ; when I first came to this conntry, 20
yearsag), Upper Canadawas n green tea drink-
ing country, but now we have become black
tea drinkers.

Oae of the points which is of great import-
once to uv, in wmy opinion, and one which is
very much overlooked as a rule, is whas kind
of water rules in the district in which we live.
Dufferent district teas will liquor entirely dif-
fereatly in different locclities, according to the
water.  Not, practically throughout the pro.
vince, or this psainsula at any vate, we have
hard water, and I would say to you that there
are certain Congous—the finest teas growa in
Chinz—that yov cannot gat anything out of in
bard water. This I thiuk i3 something worth
paying attention to. \With your permmssion, I
wi.l telt you what Covgaus draw best with the
water we have. They arec what we tea men
call North China Congous, tha leadiog brands
bewog Moninus, Nisgchows, Keemums, Kia.
tucks and Qofaas, but the vast mujarity are
commouly calted Monings. \Why this is so,
and the differcoce between them I covli not
explain to you in words what constitutes a
Moming Congou. A great many of yonu koow
the dilerence when you have the tea in your
haod ; you know it by the appearance and
liguor ; expericace is the only teacher in this
mautter. la this district you wiil got the best
rasults out of Norch China tcas, or what
are commonly called Monings. Now I
wil speak cf the dircct opposite, South
Chioa teas, or, as thay ure commonly
calied, Kaisows. Why I tako Monings and
Kaisows is becau o in tho firss place Moainus
are considered tho best brand of North Chios
teas, and Kaisows the best Lrand of SHuth
China teas. South {China tcas {Knirows) are
much less suited to this district, If wo had
toft water, and particulsrly if we had very sofe
wat T. thero is Do clasa of tea to which I could
8o highly recommend to you to give goad re-
sults as Kusows. But wo have not sefg water,
and it requires very soft water to get good re-
suits outof this class of tea. ‘Thercfore, cachow
South China t-as, which iacdude Kaisows,
Packlums, Packlings and Soachungs—the latter
aie out of date now altogether,

All you geut'emen are perfectly well awaro
of tho immense change which bas come over
the tea trade within the past 13 years particu-
lecly within the past scven or cight years.
Fiftecn years ayo the amount of tea sent from
Cnina iato L. ndon aloac—wnich is the tea
market of the world—was about 170 mullion
pounds. Tnc amount then sen: from Iodia, in
cluding ali brands—the number is legion now—
was not over 20 million pounds, and the ainount
zent from Ceylon was ianticitesimal ; 1t did not
amvunt 10 1,000 p:unds. What is the poeition
to day? Chie o sends to London abont 70 null-
ioa pounds, Indis sends from 100 to 120 will.
io w, aud Ceylon from 50 to 55 million pouads.
You sco fiom this the immense revolution that
has taken place in the tea trade. Tho imports
from Cawn includo preens as twell s blacks.
Now why is this? Simply because Cnina is o
badly governed country. Ikoow thatfrom whae
I read nbout her. I was ncve- thero. Wo
all koow that her ralers have taxed everytaing
they conld; they have finpased both interaal
and expors dutice  Als machinery has super

scded cheap labor. Iudia and Ceylou make
thoir teas by machinery almost enotirely. Aad
also the poculiar sol of these countries pro
duces much more punqgent and strongir tea
than China’s 20il does. Chioa has been burning
the candle at both ends: they have hoea work-
ing out their soil and taxing to tho ytmost the
groatest product of their couatry, until they
have ruiaed their trade.  Aud aleo, in trying
to compete with [odian tea, they have sacri-
ficed tno quality of their tes, and lost their
trado thereby. I am unot a particular laver of
Indian aud Ceylon tear. I admiro their quali:
ties, they are very valuable; properly used they
ave invaluable; but I tell you, gentlemen,there
is this about them which we must bear in
mind; of course, we are traders, not physicians
and we sell as a role what pleases the public
best, but Judian and Coyloa teas aro fraitfal of
dyspapsin; they are vory powerful and need to
be used judiciously. Porhaps itis out of placs
for me to say this, but it is just as well to re.
cognize what is going on.  When I am asked
fo- [adian aad Ceylon teas, I sell them if pds.
sible, but the use of [udian aud Caylon teas is
going to make tho natioa a race of dyspeptics,
when they are largely ueed, because they aro
80 impregnated with taoniv, and this wears
away the stomach.  Still thess teas—
Indian and Ceylon—forin the principal pict of
the tea trade, and the demsud for them is
increasing every day. Of course tho figures
which I just gave you are only appromimate,
as thu qnantity varies continunally. Now what
I wes going to say ia this : We as traders haveo
to deal in Indizn aud Ceylon teas. I recognizs
theic valae. Thaey are indisp2nsable to a mn
who wants to selt a grod Cibyon at a moderate

rice, But I think as a rule they are not
judiciously used in this country. I think we
are drifting very much towards the use of
Ind’aa and Ceylon teas intact, by *vhich I mean
uamixed, snd I do not think it a good wav;
there is a much hetter way of usiog thom. Wa
all here have blends ns doubt. Thoe niajority
ia this room perhaps mako theoir own blsads,
others buy them, avd I thiok the majaricy, it
you will forgive me speaking *o frankiy, make
a mistake in makiog their own blenls, as thoy
have not suflicisnt exporicace, I nover midoa
business of blsnding, and do not deal in blends,
bat I recognrzo thuic valuo, anl a man must
have expzricnco to make blenls. You wili
perhaps atlow me to tell you what L thiuk
make tho best bl:nds, aud whore I think a
great many errors are made. In the §eat plice
a great mistake is made in mixing a very fine
tea with a commoa t:a. A man will have
something which ho nade u mistake in buying,
and of which ho waots to di-posc of ; i1t ie ua-
sa'eable, but he must work it off. It is usually
povr suff; ia factit naturally is  Now this
man is very spt to bay somothinz fine to mix
with it. If you will allow me, I will try ta
mako my idess plain to you by usiag the old
time phrase, ficat imroduced by Panch, I think
by saying *‘Don't.” Doa't mix a commn
tea with a fiacone.  If you want a medium
tea you wiil buy it very much better as
a medinm, Sell the poor tea for what it
is worth, but do not spoil a good tez
by mixiag the common tea with it; thoe rasp of
that common tea will stand out every time.
Tbo fiue grality of tho upper grade which you
Lought wuil be lost in the smokiness, or what
cver it nay be, of the common tea

Thero is onc other thing on which I feol very
strongly—I glean it from what [ hear in tho
satupie room—aad that in the usoe of sceated
teas, which wero very much in vogio at one
time.  Gentlemen, dou’t use acented teas; they
aro villainous, Tho on'y use fur them is wheu
you are in & district where water wall noz bring
anythiog clse ont. That is tho ouly use ot
sceonted teas in iy opinion. You will spoil
anything you put a scented tea into. It is to
my miud »an abomination to put a rcented
O.ange Pekao or Capor into a gooi Congon,
and Ithink asa rule your customers will agreo
withme. 1f you want to use a acoated tea
potitintu a common Coogou. If you have
some old nasty flavored goods which ic iz im-

possible to sell, put ia a acentod Orange Pekos
ar Capsr, bu nover put them iato a gaod
Cong . You probably kuow as well as 1o
tuat tho sconted teans have aa artiticlal flsvor
oantirely. It is ouy a common toa which ia
given the scent by moaas of a fluwer, *“Caulaq”
18 the nime, 1 think. Its flivor is altoguther
artificial, avd the leaf which is 8o impregnatod
has nos practical valae; gool tea leaves arenat
ussd to make szented teas. Of course every
maa {s, or should be, intorested ia tho wark in
which he is cogaged; ne likes to know all about
it, he likes to undacstand it, and he has
o certain senso of his own worth, and [
was goiag to 3ay, possibly he over.
rates  his owa kaowlsige. I  koow
I havao been that way myself, I thought I knsw
a great deal morco t#n or fiftosn years ugs than
1 donow. Aund bleading is a thing which a
man must make a study of, and I think thatas
a rulo tho retiil grocer of this couatry has far
too much to attend to to make hisown blends
of tea, and that it can Le far better done for
him by msn wha are iu the business and mike
a study of it. I hope I do not offend in speak
ing 8o frankly. Ouae mans judgmant is as
good as arothec’s whea ho has hal experieuce.
And in my jadg nent you will tind your blenis
much batter madae by men whose business it is
to make them than if you made them your.
selves. Of courgos thers aro exceptions. A
maa may have a keon sense of smell sl a fico
tasto, and such a ma no doudbt counld make
some vory happy combinasions, but this is not
thasrale I woutd say to you, be chary of bleni-
iug. Whaa you find & wan that off:rs you a
blen 1 that suits you taste an 1 suiss your custo-
meors’ taste, 1at him do the work. Ho can
possibly buy his primary goods cheaper than
you can, and he has a better collection of
samples to choose from than yoax can get.
WWhen you are b'ealiag, however, there ara
one or two thing [ wonld like to poiatout to
you which Ithink ave wroag, al.hough very ott.
oo done. I have hearl formut4s of olon13 uow
and again from prvats dealsrs, and I read
them occasionally.  Sosme mien say, *“I put so
wuch of this asd 80 much of that,” andmy
opiaion is thit as a rule taero are several very
bad inistakes made. Y will say to yoa that
what I consider a grod hlsnd of cragous is the
Narth China tes with Coyloa—thess will give
the best results. D) aot vse Assam tes uutess
it is very mild and frec from thit purticulac as.
tringeacy which is founl in s0 mauy Assam
toas, As a rolo uve Norzh China Chaagous
{Monioga) and C ylinteas.  If you use Aean,
bo purticolir that they ara not barsh, unless
you are waking upa very common tea whereo
you wans astrigeucv. 1 have hen-d men say,
showing mo a sampls of a very n-ce, rich pless
ant C-plon, *-[ use so mach of chas, say threo
pounds, put in commoa K.lsow Caagou, aud [
use nboit thees praads of god strong As.
sam” Well, gentiemen, the good atrong As.
sam is damoa ion to that blend—icis going t»
kill the boauty of the Cey'os tea which they
put io; thov pitin a beautiful thiog and kill it
with a bad thinz; they ruia the Ceylan by the
Assam. Itislike putting a deop of creosato
into a gallon of wino—y.u will taste it  Ua-
less you are very careful, it is ao absurdity to
patan Assam and a Caylon tog:ther, and o
me, an'l [ am alutlo fond of the trada. it is
always au aggravatioa to sco thom spoil 3omo
roally god goods ia this way. My advice iv,
never wix the<o teas. Ithink I will not say
aaythiog farthar in rega d to bleading now,
bat if yoa will a-k any quoestions [shil: b1 only
too glad to auwwer thor,  Itisa lurgasulject,
m?{ ono that it would take a long tuno to ex.
dn.
P Now there is ono thiag which I think weasa
body are making a mistako abeat I do not
koow how you regard it, and you will accept
my v-marks with mizifuion at aoy rate. I re-
fer to pazkago tzas. I do not quitcuaderstand
why tho trado are selling packego teas. I do
not refor moro fo tho retal trado than to the
wholeadde trado, bat it docs acem o me that
tho handling of package tea is an injury 20 tno
grocer and the grocery trade. I do not sco




