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The unfairncss and anamaly existing in tbc
belare describcd condition is stili furtdier intensi-
fied by the position that flot only is our Cantdiar,
home mîarket open and frec to the manusfacturers
of the Unitcd'Statas, from whom neither Domin-
ion or Provincial Governments derive any fînnn-
cial support, nar do they aid in the dcvclopment
of aur country ; but our products are shut out of
their country by the duties imposad an tbcm
of $2 par îoao fect of lumber, and 3o cents per
M. on shingles.

It is a recognizcd fact that the extension af
this market and cansequent incrcasc of the volume
of business donc, assists the manufac.urer in re-
ducing the cost of production, and it is ta this
that we look for an impravcment in our condition
if our owvn niarkets are protccted from invasion,
but it can ixever be attained under prescnt exist-
ing circumstances.

While wve have ta canipete wvith aur ncigbbors
to the soutb in the markets of the world cammon
ta us both, a considerable portion of our pro-
duct not suited to foi eign trade must be disposed
of at bomea, and thîs our milîs cannat do, sa that
in forcign trade also wve are bandicappcd, as tbe
lumber produced for that brancb of the business
has ta bear ta some extcnt the loss an the other,
and producers find themselves loaded wvith an
ever increasing surplus for whîcb it is impossible
ta find a sale.

On the ather hand, the manufacturer in the
United States bas the markets of the warld àt
large and of Canada open ta bim an the saine
terms as ourselves, and in addition bas bis large
home market from wvhich ive are practically de-
barred.

We are not afraid of competing with the United
States manufacturer on aven terms, that is ta
say, an the terms of free lumber bctween bath
countries, but we miust denounce ini the strangest
tarms the tinfairness of the onc sided relations
wvhich naw exist.

Instead of the manufacture increasing in aur
awn country, the tendency is towards establishing
new plants in adjoining Unitcd States territory,
and this has already been donc, tbe rami material
heing derived fram B3ritish Columbia, manufac-
t:îrcd in the United States, and tbus bas the
advantage of bath United States and Canadian
markets. The inducement towards such a course
must be sa evident that we trustyour Government
wvill sec the advisability of taking measures ta
obviate Canadians being driven ta sucb an alter-
native.

We would respectfully again urge the propriety
and necassity af imposing a duty an luriibcr and
shinglcs cntaring Canada from the United States
equal ta that levicd by the United States an the
same products wvhen entering the United States
froin Canada, which at present is $2 per 1000
feet on lîîniber, and 3o cents per M. an shingles ;
to bc lesieinad or abolished whan it is made ta
appear to the Go% ernor General in Councit tbat
sucb course has beau taken by the Governmnent
of the United States.

We feel that the imposition of an import duty
on sucli tarins should ba due ta aur awn dignity
as a. country, wvould ha of general banefit nat
anly ta, the trade, but ta the people and country
at large,wvithout inflicting a hardsbip on any.

We again bcg to tirge on the (zovernment
tbrough >,ou that thec unaniiouS iie.s of aur

industry tbraugbaut the Dominion reccive yaur
practical cau'sideration during tbe camirîg session
of Parliament.

We bave the bonor ta bc, Sirs,
Your abadient servants,
(Sge)JOHiN HRNDRY, President,
(Sge)HILTaN Ksîrji, Act. Sec'y,

B. C. Lumber & Shingle Manufacturers'
Association.

VANCOUVER, B. C., Januiary i6th, ijal.

INCREASED COST 0F PRODUCING LJMER.
The increase in tbe wagcs paid ini the lumbering

industry in the past three or four years bas been
very marked, as is sbowvn by the statistics pub-
lisbed by the Labour Gazette, wbich we give be-
below. The standard of living bas also been
raised, and the cost of producing lumber scemis
ta be increaging cacb year.

Thc following summary of the wages lîst of a
leading firni an the Geargian Bay shows an in-
crease of nearly 6o per cent. in the wvages af
woodsmen between 1896 and rtoo, as follows:

15 THE WOODS.

18g.4.5.6 wages about $16 ta SIS with board per nionth.
1897-8 64 8 ta 20
189&.9 44 26 ta 28 "

1900.1 44 26 ta 30 ai 64

DaISTR.

Nova &otia (genierafy) ....

NwBtnsvick( (gneruy> ..
Quebea (fonoraIy).......

MUSkoka................ ..
Georgirbn Bay.' --...........
Rainy River........

Mai ïb j.. . .. ..

British Columbia ;,.ç.........

IN iîîmi wVoons- 'Verne. wages g-e. it tw4bow
Fo.ru...... $ 60 60 6o 60 7Lg c.uttr .!1.1 iSa Sa So ltottTemir *0 o6 aaSao.
Road malcert and

abantyhanda 16 te 0 16ba (02 610. .6 te l a
Cks ...... 40 40 40 40 Si

On the Drive.

TUg lands Io,,03
Ri «e1 drlveea. .*032 3st»tIf

iPREVAILING RATES C- %VGES.

The wagcs of workmen in i t eve
ments of the Iumberinig busin. and in d-.
parts of Canada arc set fortl, ii te f
tables. In eacb of the three groups o!me,
are a numlWý,r specially skhccei whao cor
high wages. Thus in the iia'aiI; there ut,
men in charge of the sawvs, tFe men wvhob
the sawvs in repairs, and the icn who, luit
use c *onsiderable judgment iii tiic mitter or
lecting lumber of different grades. Sa also.
the wvaods and on thc drives '.killed rn cc
mand relatively high wages. l3esides lhe s
inills tbete are large numberb of small mjiRs
gaged insawing up bard wouJ and <ott
generally obtaincd lacally -l'id ini workng1
special products. In such cases a somein
différent division of labour is observed reqdic
separate treatment. A large number of mil
especially in central and wvcsterrn Onltario, k~
which returns have been received, are ci Li
blass.

IN' TIM WOOMs

s
40

40 ta 5
50 to V1
70 ta V1
45 ta rX
45 to «

75
80 ta 100

8
2ta 26

24
18 ta, 26
23 ta 28
24 to 26
24 ta 26
21 to26
26 to30
26 to, 2

In the case of river drivers, tbe increase bas
beau ncarly S0 per cent. in the past two years.
Where two yearsaga they wvere paid from $28

ta $30 per month witb board, tbey were paid last
year $40 per month with board.

In the milis the increase in the case of the cm-
playecs of tbis firm appears from the follawing
summary:

1897-8. :898.9.
Forec= ........... $ z.So per dy $3PeTdaY

2awye :.soî$3 PedaY 3 te$4 pet dty
Filer............. 25010 3 ' 3t0 4--i
Setter 3010o $3s per montb 3s t $40 per month
Edger ............ 50 t0 33 "4 353<0 40 '
Trimmer ......... 2103 33 35 30t 45
Palets....... ... 300 35 33 30t 40

Genera26 laorr pez onth S.25to Si.5oper day
Fitemen ........ 4,ota $Z-73 per day 1.50 in $t.7S per day

The following statement of the wvages bill on
the Parry Sound district, supplicd ta the Depart-
ment by a lumberman af experience, shows that
in that region the sharp advancc bas taken place
witbin the past ycar :

IN1 Tiit Mitt.-Average wages per monta without board.
:89s. :895. 1897. 3898. 39. 190o.
$ 'F $ s s 1;

Saw" a.....70 70 70 75 85 8s
Edze ..... 40 40 40 45 50 0

Setr......40 40 40 45 50 50
Filmr .. o. zoo zoo zolm o0
Ilook.lepin. 40 40 40 40 45 4
Foremen ......... 7 75 75 7
Vardinmen. sI .. 75 7j 7 5 30 3
Inspect3r.v....50 30 50 5.. 55 55

j%;M! .... 1 43 45 50 >9

20 to2% 12 to20

24 20
24 to26 19 ta2
25 to26 18 to,24
20 to28 20 to 26

28 24 ta26
20 22

2 taol 3020 to30
26 to321 25

Zl$ ta 40
*10 ta, 4fli
40 tu 50
40 ta u
45 ta 50
05 to 50

40

OS Tur Dnîivm

IRiver
Diivmzs

20 to r)

1.0 t 4.7
....A .. ....

1.00 to 2AO
(5rday:)

30 to 30

.10 to 43

43
1.7S to aoe

In above table of wagcs in tha Woods and
the drives, quatatians are given o! the a
paid in several of the hast knowiî groups
occupations. A number af spe.cial cases c
as for example in the 'square' tirnber or
timber camps, wvbere men witb a special
in the selectian and cutting af the treas req.
for tbis class of timber are paid more thane
ary woodsmcn. Thus in the Ottawa %là
«square' and 'waney' tumber camps. the 'hei
receives $6o per montb and the 'liner'?
In addition ta the groups of wvoodsrnen a
given, there are the 'loaders' wvbo receiie
per mantb. The camp blacksinith usualyn
ceived about $35 per montb, and the 'handvra
(carpenter, &c.), from $28 ta $30.

In British Columbla the divisions of V
are différent. The fallawing statament ýà
the wvages paid per hour ta the several classmen employed in the woods by a company
ting in Vancouver :

Head skiddar, 3o cents per bou r ; hock teDk'
35 cents ; undercutter, 30, cents ; liead fà1Jerý
cents and 30, cents ; second faller. 2794 =à'
head loader, 27ý/4 cents% donkey engineer, rit
çents ; bucker, 2734 centg ; second loader, 2Ij

AIONTHLY WAGES (WIT< BOARD) 0F MIEN EMPLOYED IN VIF WOODS AND ON TIIW DRIVMS
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