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The fact of the lately clected 'rest
dent of the French Republio being 8
Protestant by profeesion has given rise
to varu d discussions ingghe press and
atuotng patitical coterted in England
and America,  Iu bath thuese nations,
the overwhe ming majority being non
Catholie, the deetion of & Prestdent
or the proclamnation of A monarch of
the Cathiolie faith 19 an atter unpos.
siluhty, In Logland the sovereigu 1s
oblired to muke nuth of allermance not
only to the observanee of the constitu
tion of the realin, but alsw to the
mantenunce of the Protestant religion,
aud to a wolenn Jeclaration of sineere 1
and conscuntinug attachment to all
its prinerples and teachimgs whatever
these may be

There are eertam oathi-bound secret
socu tive, Urangetsmm for  instance,
whose manbers sist upon the Sover
eign by profeszedly of the Protestant
Faith, and uot only that, but they
swear also, that <hould the Ring or
Queen for eonscientions or other mo-
tives tnen Cathiohie or cease to main
tain Protestant aveeneianey m lreland
aud s rorteern i England, they would
forawear their allegiance and consider
themselves pstified inrebelling aganat
the royal authouty and person. In
the United States no Religious Test-
cuth is required of the newly elected
Presulent, butbigotry 1z yet so.rumparl
and so widespread in that free re
public, that a mnun or patrintof £"athelie
convictions and practice wouald not
Lave a ghinst of change of sccuring o
mijonty on the day of cleetica.

It appeats from the announcement |
of the nation’s choice of Franeis Felix
Faure a2 Presidest of the preat French
Kepubilie that no such law or obyection
ob ains 1. France.  Some of our con-
temporaries express their astonish-
ment at ~ich toleration on the part of
the French poople.  Others attribute
the fact to the progress of hiberal ideas
and to the advancement in the ways of
toleration by the Catholic masses of
the French population. Mr. Faure
is Protestant say they, tu! the num
ber of his co-religionists in that country
1s only about three quarters of willion
i a total population of 80,000,000.
Indecd the Romau Catholic population
is almost 80 per cent, of the total. It
appeara that not since the days of
Henry IV., away back in the sixteenth

century has the head of the Govern-

ment of France been a Protestant.”

In the politieal turmoil and constant
chango of cabinets and Presidents
the French capital, 1t really does not
scem (o matter very much what party
has gained or lost, or what figurehead
stands before the people as helding
power from on high. All power is
from God, and all Catholics are taught
to obey the ewil autherity not for
wweath ingeed bt for conscience
sake.”  Huwever reprehensible and
open for enticisin French lawa may
be, there 18 une grand principle in the
mation's  ruling that  England and
Aucries st sootter or later adopt,
viz. that no man’s religion should
debar bim from power or position of
trust i the service of his country.

Of all the preaidentsand party leaders
that Lave rigen to ennence in France
during the last quarter of & century,
Marzhal MeMahion alone was a prac
tical Catholic.  Megses, Thiera, Greevy
and tarnet were, na doubt, born and
bronght up ne Cathohies.  But if their
practices of dwly life and their public
acts ure considered, they mght as
well bave been hesthens or Hotten
tote. They allowed the most aobjec.
tionable and odions laws to be enacted
and put i force agast the Church,
of which their wives, perhaps, and
children were devout members. Ferey,
Gamberta and  Boulanger were no
better,  Gambatta, the most eloguent
orator, was for a short tune the peo
ple's ulol.  But be declared open war
suatnst the Church and caused the
word clerroalien to bring christian
morals and  teachings inly disfavor
with the masses.  He drove the re-
cluses frow their manasteries, bamshed
the eross fronn every school and the
name of Gud from every text vook.
Gawbetta amd Boulauger died miaer-
able, di~zraceful sud premature deatha.
In the nndst of <uch heathemsh legis-
lation by so ealled Cathohlies, or rather,
fiendish apostates, an henest Protest-
ant er a simeere Chrstian of any de-
nom:nation 18 & God send,  But Mr
Faure, be he Protestant or Catholie,
will command the respectful obedience
of all true men who love their coun-
try and =erve thar God,
King of 1 ranee, changed Ins rebgions
views amd convictions with mature
dehberation, anl after long consulta-
tion with Protestant and Cathelie
divines.  The story 1s told of lum, that
he sent for a eading Protestant M.
1ater of bna day and axked Inm 1o say

ou his word of honor, 1f & man eould |

he requized satisfactory vxplnnutiov_\l.
The ishops discourssl with him

fraukly, solving sl lus doubts and

petpleities. Vhe canfercnce Insted

fully five hours, at the end of which

King Henry  scknowledged himself
perfectly atistied and willing to sign
Lin profession of faith m the Catholie
Church. Two days afterwards, the
kg s wlyuration was solemnly made
in the Chureh of St. Denis 25th July,
1603,

On hended knees King Heney IV,
wado lus professions as follows I
declare and vow m the presence of
God all powerful, thet I will hivo and
die in the Lioman Catholio and Apos
tolic religion, that renouncing sl
heresics 1 will protect and  defend
aguinst all the same Catholic Roman
Apostalic Fuith at the penl of my
blood aud of my life.

1t muy be abjected that Henry IV.
changed s rehgious views through
wize policy and that e never was s
Catholio at heart. Al must confess,
however, that 1t was very gool policy
for him v be of the same religious
belief and practice as twenty-five mil-
lions of his subjects, especially sce.
ing that the Huguenots whom he left
were o disturbing eletuent, and at war
with their monarch and their Catholic
fellow countryinen. Henry IV. had
honesty and bravery for his distin-
winslung characteristics ; he was most
popular and most beloved of all the
French Kings. It is scarcely credible
that he would belie all his good acts
and rully Ins grand record for truth
and manliness by perjuring hamself
before God's altar on tho day of his
rolemn abjuration, It was the same
King Henry who isaued the Edict of
Nantes allow ng liberty of worship to
all Huguenots and Culvimsts and
granting them unusual immunities
and privileges in the cities of Bordeaux
and La Roclielle. Would that Queen
Elzabeth, who then reigned in Eug-
land, inutated his example and ceased
tc persecute for conscienco sake.

It was King Henry 1V. who prayed

{ that he would Live to see the day when
Henry 1V, | every French peasant would hiave his

¢ pordle an pt or meat for dinner every

dny 10 the year except Friday.
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The Late Cornelius Donovan.

The Iife of the Inspector of Separate
Schonls who died during the psst
werk was one from which the young

save na soul in the Catholic Chureh, | Uatholics over whora he was placed

to which the Mimster replied . most
certminly be cau. The King then called
a Cathohie Bishop and asked bim the
same question, to which the Bishop
replied © most eertamly he can, and
vught to. You ail agree, said the
King, that I can be eaved in the
Catholie Chureh * Then in the name
of God, I will yoo1 1t

According to the historian Rbor-
bacher, Kingr Hlenry 1V, treated his
abjuration of the Huguenot faith far
more seriously and with much solem-
nity. He says:

On the 23rd of July the King sent
for the Archbishop «f Bourges, the

Bishops of Nantes and of Mane and
the Bishop-cleet of Evreux, Mgr. Du-

perron, and conversed with them on
the important affair of his conversion,
He explained to them his state of
mind and the several points on which

may well draw wholesome inapiration.
e made his own way by dint of sheer
abilty and constant application to
study. Uec began as a printer's boy ;
he taught school for awhile; without
altending the exercises of the Univer-
sity he took his degree; he sttained
10 a considerable fame as.a writer and
a3 a scholar; and when he was ap.
pointed to the vosition of luspector of
Schools, the appointment was received
with general satisfuction. An adinitted
fitness for the post secined to com-
mend him to the good will of every
one. By sgtudents he was held in
high cateem by reason of the eminent
fairness of his mind. His oxamina-
tion papers were always well within
the scope of work prescribed for study.

In the great task of placing the
standard of Separate School education
at it present height much of the

work of systetnatizing and dircetiny
fell to the inspectors. Tu aay that
this work has been fathfully ..}
wisely done is after all tho 1o
praise that can ba awarded. 1.
one's beat sincerely and consceiention -
whatever be the work fn haund .
acocmplish the highes! requirenn
duty.
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The Ethics of Production.

Doubtless we nre all famitliar w -
the method of the Frenchiman w-.
copred  Demosthenes” advice ab 2
sction aa the firat repuimte of orat

by sdvocating boldness, nlways bn
ness ss tho secret of success,  There .
snother process highly recommenid. !
 Always do that which you are alri i
t0.” A much more satiractive way
to look difficuliies in the fuce 1.
pess by. An example of this k.
order of tactics appeared in 1sat wers.
issue of Saturday Night.  Says D)+

« The Manitoba School Act s looming
again and s Just as weloome on vne sule
politics as on the other. Neither bri«d .1

liticians cares to tay with this disturtang
;:)Aturo. 1t {o bundled iato our mulst ar !
18 aut W becomo u {eature la our geterd!
elections, not because the peopla of Canais
want to chew the rag of d op, ! .t
because the reverend gentlemen at the heal
of an anclent aod powerful Church prop -
10 have what they want oc rales a row

It 18 «uestionable which of tt.
gections referred to in this extract will
feel most flattered. It is scarcely tl.
ligliest criticism which consigus ol
discussion of public affates into o
two categorivs of * broods of poht:
cians** and people who ** chew :tl.
rag of dissension.” A more digmiiel
eatimnte, aud one which in part offs i
this rathier wholesale contempt fr
people whio have views on public mat

ters appeara later, a8 thus:

I thank I speak ior the citazens v 1.0

country gemarally when I sy we would thank

rsotis aml prelates to be kind emough t.
eep thair creeda out of our political hask

Tits lays the flattering unctior
rather near to the soul.

¢ Ae a politician onoe eaid in Illinois when
addressing a temperance audiew, * It would
be better in thisatate if we raised more hiy-
and lows hell,"”

One of the rujuisites of m proverb 1x
that it exprss a truth. From the
evidence, the Weslerner was a little
remies in this particutar, King Charles
1. might have been greatly pleased 1if
John Hampden had rained turnips
instead of talking sentiment about
that ship-tax. King Jobn would no
doubt have felt better humored were
it not that certain barons and ecertain
* reverend gentlemen at the head of
an ancient and powerful Church (one
Stephen Langton, Cardinal, for in-
stance; proposed to have what they
wanted or ruise s ruw."’

“ In the North West if they would raiss
wore wheat and less distuihanoe we would
be coutent.”

The statement is not so apposite tn
that of the Westerner as it might
look. The Westerner enunciated
false doctrine. Thia statement about
the North-West is of itesif very truth .
the disiugenuous part of it is that the
blame for the Manitoba and North
West disturbances is by implication
thrown upon the Bishops. And yet
everyone knows that the Bishops only
wanted the Catholies to huve heen
continued in their rights and that it
was their enemies who introduced dis-
turbing elements into> & system that
had been in operaticn for the twenty
years since Manitoba came into Com-

federation. And * Don" thinks that




