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IMPORTANT BUSINESS NOTICE.

, FPersons indelled tothe Proprietors of thisJournal ave requested to remember tha
all aur past ducaccounts have bern placed sn the hands of Messrs Patton o€ A he
:itg::gg, Bartie, for collection; and that only a prompt remttance to them wil
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&hre Apper Ganady Laby Jouemal,
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THE NEW CHANCELLOR.

On 18th March last au extra issued from the office of the
Canada Gazette, announcing that the Governor General
had been pleased to appoint the Ionorable Philip Michael
Matthew Scott Vankoughnet to be Chancellor of Upper
Canada.

Mr. Vankoughnet is a very young man to have attained
& position so high ard important. e is not yet forty
years old. His great talents have given him the start of
many of his seniors. He is the descendant of a United
Empire Loyalist. His grandfather was a loyalist, and his
father, Philip Vankoughnet, whe is still liviog, was for
many years a member of the Legislature of Upper Cauada
before the union of Upper and Lower Canada.

The present Chaacellor is 2 Canadian by birth, having
been born at Cornwall on the 2Gth January, 1823. Dr.
Urquhbart of that towc was his instructor. He carly gave
promise of the talents which have since made him so dis-
tinguished. His parents bad intended him to embrace the
clerical profession ; this was their design, and so continued
for several years. He is aaid at one time not to have been
averse to it; but owing to some circumstance or other
suddenly changed his intentions. Some say that it was
his admiration of a speech delivered in his hearing by the
late Mr. Justice Hagerman that caused the change.

He first became a student-at-law ia the office of George
Jarvis, of Cocnwall.  Ho next entered the office of Messrs,

nership was with the present Mr. Justice Bures. His
next was with Mr. Oliver Mowat, who at one time was
considered his rival for the Chancellorship, in the event of
a lucky throw in the political dice. His diligence after
his cail to the bar was not so great as when a student.
He trusted more to his taleats than to his industry. He
was successful at Nisi Prius as an advocate. His display
of industry ¢ during term” was not equal to that of many
of his compeers. 1ie during the later years of his praatice
made Equity his study, and held many equity briefs. He
was the Trinity College lecturer on ¢ Eyuity Jurispru-
dence,” at the same time that the present Mr. Justice
Hagarty lectured on the “Law of Contracts,” and Mr. J.
Hillyard Cameron on the ¢ Law of Real Property.” His
lectures were oral, and not remarkable as the fruits of in-
dustry ; but were at all times interesting and instruetive.

He was only twelve years at the bar when, in 1856, he
accepted the office of President of the Executive Council,
at the solicitation of the present Attorney Geuneral for
Upper Canads. Since then he has not been in the active
practice of his profession ; his duties as a minister of the
crown engrossed his attention. He was shortly after
his acceptance of office clected a member for the Legisla-
tive Council division of Rideau, and from that time till
his acceptance of the office of Chancellor was the leader
of the Government in the Legislative Council. At first
be was said as a public man to be a failure. This was a
hasty conclusion. No doubt, considering bis youth apd
inexperience in politics, be did not for a little time take a
decided and prominent position in debates. He was, how-
ever, not long in doing 80, and when he did so it was with
marked effect. His good humor and acknowledged abilities
soon made him fully equal to his conspicuous and important
position.  During the Macdonald-Certier Administration
he was head of the Bureau of Agriculture, and apon the
formation of the Cartici-Macdonald Administraticn he be-
came Commissioner of Crown Lands; and in the latter
office, to the surprise of everybody, accomplished wonders
in cleaning that Augean Stable. His ready talents, com-
bined with his knowledge of both law and equity, enabled
him to dispose of hundreds of *land cases’ which for years
bad lain dormant on the shelves of the depariment.



