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THs EVILS OF CAsz-L.-,.

ground dangerous to bis opponent, and
what is stili more to the point, he is ad-
vancing the science of law, and making it
more perfectiy what it ought ta be-the
perfection of human rea3on, And the
sanie characteristies I would seefi ini q
good iawyer shauid, in a stili greater
degree, beiang ta a text-baok writer. A
knov1edge of law as a science, and net as
a systemn of statutory enactrmants and
judicial decisions, an ability to state
clearly and correctly the fundamentai

principles which underlie the lawv, and
which make it an agency for good, and an
aptitude in iilu strating by orderly and
systernatic citation of dccisions, howv the
law is and ouglht ta be appiied and en- !
forced, and whiat is perhaps of equal irn-
partance, an ahility ta draw the lines by
wvhich ta show wlhere the particular prin-
ciples under consideration cease to fie
hpplicable, and ta inake clear wvhere and
when derisions given have drawn danger-
ously near ta or crossed such lines-thesç
are characteristic qualities of a goad text-
boak wvriter, which, unfartunately, arei
possessed by few, if any, of the writers af
le.te years.

An aid toper, it is said, once expressed
the opinion that no whiskey wvas abso-
iutely b.ad, thoughi he adrnitted that sorne
whiskeys were better than others. The
saine line of reasoning, thou gh in a re-
verse direction, might be suggested as
applicable ta the bulk of aur late text
ibooks. Most of thern are bad, tlîoughi it
znay fie admitted that sorne are .verse
than others.

Our judges, of course, are recruited
from thebar, and a bad training fer lawv-
yers resuits in correspond ingl>r poar j udges.
And in defence of the crimes, or rather
errors and mistakes charged against
judges, 1 must say that I amn onl), sur-
prised that they, do nat make more, A
muan cannot hieip being what hie is, when,
unider the training hie received, lie could
neot have been anything else. And a law-
yer who is trained or trains hiniseif ta a
subserviency ta precedçnts and authori-
ties, will, if h e reaches the bench, be mare
or les8 a slave ta thetu stili, And then,
when out of the ni-is af le gai literature
available, crude, undigested, confusing,
contradictary and irreconcilabie masses
of iaw, or alleged law, are hurled at him
by apposing couinsel, is it any wonder
that hie should oftén make mistakes ?

Oniy a few days ago 1 wvas present ln
court when a lawyer of ainat a national
reputation sent ta the iaw library for be.
tween forty and fifty volum.-s, ta use ln
an arguinctt as ta a quastion of prîarity
of lien , undler an unauthariued corporation
imortmgam.ge.

One erninent Federai judge of my ao-
quaintance, somae years axa, became 5s0.
exasperated with1 the in discýriminate cita-
tion ani aim,-.-t en1less reading of authari-
ties, that lie finaily refused ta listen ta any
prier decision, unless the facts in-the case
cited ta hirn xvere ln !nost, or ail materiai
respects, the sanie as in the case at
bar, The rulle wvas a good ane; and in
the case wvhich I \vas arguinr before film,
the application of the rule resuited in a
considerabie shortening of the argunment ;
and so far as 1 couid jlethe applica-
tion of the rule worked nu injustice Es
regards the final resuit.

1 have neither the time nar the patience
ta coliect the data by wfiicf ta ascertain
with exactness the total nuinber of vol-
unmes of regular reports, issued in series,
whichi are published in this country, and
ta whiclh, as they are ail accessible ta him,
the Arnericani case practitioner neay be

Isupposed ta refer frorn tume ta tume, either
îfor purposes of offence or defence ; but
frani readily accessible facts and figures,
an approxnitlCt correct estiniate ean be

The officiai reports of aur own State
Supretic Court naw nuniber ane hundred
and seventy volumes, and nev ones are
being issued at the rate of tfiree. per
ye ar. For the last farty years the issue
has averaged a littie over twa and one-

hiaif volumes per year, Besides these, we
have hctween niaety and onc hundred

1volumes of miscellaneous reports, issued
in regular series, and fifteen volumes of
Weekl notes. This gives us an agrgregate

1of over two hundred and seventy-five val-
unies of law reports confiaed ta cages

Iadjudicated in thc courts of the State of
Pentisyivania alane. As lilie causes,
under like conditions, produce like effects,
it is fair ta estimate thfat the growth and
arnouat of this style of literature fias been
and is about the sarne -in other States as
in aur own, and facts and figures readîly
attainable, fully sustain the correctness
of this ostimate. Hence, mnaking ail due
allowance for the short period which has
elapsed since sarne of aur younger States
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