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7mnr/nfmn of a //.u'ﬁom the Mar-
quis de Gasa Xrupo tg the Secr elary
of State of the United Slates of ./I-
meriea.
WasHINGTON, March 10, 1803.
SIR,
When von reprefented to me tow-
ards the end of November laft, that
the port of New-Orleans had been
fhut againft the citizens of the Unit-
ed Smtc':, without the: 1f’1gnment of
any -equivalent place of depofic for
their merchandize on the' Banks of
the M'umhppl, 1ccmdmg to the fh-
pnl.mnn in the 224~ article of rhe
Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and
Navigation hs.l\\'c:v._n the
mafter and the U. .Stntc-s, 1 did not
belfitate to declave to you that 1 con-
fidered this menfure, as flowing {olely
from the miftaken zeal of the In-
tendant of Louifiana, withoeut the ap-
probatian and even widhout the know-
ledge of my court. I well knew the
fincere defire of thc ng, my mas-
ter, to live in peace and 'good harmo-
iy with the U.. States’ as I alfo knew
well the 1cmpulou< good (uth with
which the Spanifh gmemmz_nt ful—
fills the engagements which it for ms,
p'lrtxcuhlly when they are founded
on'the 1olc.mmtv of a fre'\t)

"I have now the- ﬂtmf}&lon of in
J’m ming you that my firft- opinion has

“been verified, and of declaringin the

moft” po(mvc terms, that the pracla-
mation " of the Intendant is a a&

_ pmcly per {'on.\l, without the ﬁné‘tlon_
and even without' the lnowledge . of
.. his Catholic- Majefty.

Jnreality, if
ﬂu, faid pl‘O(.lum'ltlUH u.xd 1ppc.uci

1\0 11 .\’OL- I-__.‘

-
King my-

_ _lc.ms, lnvmg expired, and much pre—
: _]UdlCC to the royal interefis, bung

: pend the -depofit there, without ‘¥

'ment of another cqunndent phce 3 not-

here in an ennrc {’nte, no doubt
could have taken place as to the fource
of this procceding; But ‘the opera-
tive part thereof alone -has circulated
through the United States, the pre-
améble . introducing - it, having been, .
prob'\bly without defign, omitted.

I have therefore the honor to com—
municate herewith an entire and cor-"
reCt copy of the aforefaid proclamac,
tion; and by the e\preﬂxons ‘which ©
I have undcrhmd, it will be "clearly .-
feen that the arrangement is abfolute~ = -
ly perfonal, and has originated in the.
faculties which the Intendant fuppo
ed to be mcxdcnt to his ﬂ'mon

fhm affertion is not founded merely" S
on' the. obvious .inference from thofe. " -
expreffions: The- ‘intéendant himfelf
declares it -to me in the maft du'cét '
terms” in_a letter’ of January 15th,
which T have juft received from- hlm-
and. the™ Govcrnor of the . Pxovmce.-,'
confirms . the fame tlung with's he -
fame folemnity 'in. another-letter of. .
the fame date. Neither the’ one,nor; - -
the other’ dmpute the right of thc-"
citizens of. the Weftern: States to -
place of ‘depofit on the Spanifh, b'mLs
of the Mifliflippi : but the Inténdant.
thinks; that the term- of three years. |
allowed for the  purpofe | at New-Or-,

perienced from its continuance .in
City, it was mcnmbent on him' to Tiis

-turing o take on himfelf,. the '\ﬂwn

becaufe he doubted -the- nghc of" th
-mhqut'\ms of* ‘the - Unired Smte
theretoy that- becanf® it '\ppc'u'cd to
llnm to.-be an u.t c\ccodug h




