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they had long been at war; that the chiefs of these

tribes were now present, ready to renounce their old

enmities; that the Comanches should henceforth

regard them as friends, share with them the blessing

of alliance and trade witli the Frencii, and give to

these last free passage through their country to trade

with the Spaniards of New Mexico. Bourgmont then

gave the French flag to the Oreat Chief, to be kept

forever as a pledge of that day's compact. The chief

took the flag, and promised in behalf of his people to

keep peace inviolate with the Indian children of the

King. Then, with unspeakable delight, he and his

tribesmen took and divided the gifts.

The next two days were spent in feasts and rejoic-

ings. "Is it true that you are men?" asked the

Great Chief. " I have heard wonders of the French,

but I never could have believed what I see this day."

Then, taking up a handful of earth, " The Spaniards

are like this; but you are like the sun." And he

offered Bourgmont, in case of need, the aid of his

two thousand Comanche warriors. The pleasing

manners of his visitore, and their unparalleled gen-

erosity, had completely won his heart.

As the object of the expedition was accomplished,

or seemed to be so, the party set out on their return.

A ride of ten days brought them again to the

Missouri ; they descended in canoes to Fort Orleans,

and sang Te Deum in honor of the peace. ^

^ Relation du Voyage du Sieurde Bourf/mont, Juin-Novembre, 1724,

in Margry, vi. 398. Le Page du Pratz, iii. 141.


