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In 1007, throe ships sniloil from (ireonland for Vinland, one under

the command of 'rhorfuui Kailsct'iie, a Norwegian of royal descrdit,

and Snorre Tlinrbrandson, of (listii)giiishod lineagi!; one other com.

manded by Hiarne (jriiiiatl'son and Tliorhall (tariilason ; and tiie third

by Thorward and 'I'liorliall. Tho three ships had 1(50 men, and

carried all sorts of doiin'stie animals necessary for the comfort and

conveniince of a colony. An account of this voyage, and a history

of the ciiuntry, by Tiiorfinn Kurlsefne, is still extant, and forms one

of the documents in the Anliquitatcs Amrriconoi. They sailed from

(ireonhiml to IlcUuhiml, and passing J/ir/rWrtHc/, arrived at /t)"a/ar/<r.9,

whence sailing south i)y vhe shore of tlie promontory, wiiich they

fuund to consist of tr ickless beiic!)es and long wastes of sand, they

called it FurthurstraiuJir, (Wond(<r-Slrand, or Beach ;) whether on

accoimt of the extensive sandy shore, or from the mirage and opti-

cal illusion so common at Cape Cod, it is impossible to determine.

Passing soutli, they sailed by the island discovered by Leif, which

they called Strdiiiney, (Stream-Isle,) proi)ably Martha's Vineyard,

and the straits between S/raM/«/)"oMr, CStrcam-Firth,) and arrived at

Vinland, where they spent tho winter. The Bay into which they

s.iiled, they called Ilojisvatn, and their residence '"cceived the name
of Hop, {English Hope, Indian Ilaup,) the identical iVoMn< Hope, so

much celel)rated as the residence of King Piiilip. After various

successes, Thorfmn returned to Greenland, and finally went to Ice-

land and settled.

From a cotnparison of all the remaining accounts of these voy-

ages, i\\c geographical, nautical aid astronomical facts contained in

them, with the natural history and geography of this country when

first settled by the whites, there can be little doubt that Vinland has

been correctly located by the learned Society. By similar evidence

it also appears, that Markland was what is now called Nova Scotia
;

that Lilhi Jlelluland (Little H jlluland) was Newfoundland ; nvA that

Ilclluland it Mikla, (Greater Ilelluland,) was the coast of Labrador.

We ought also to have observed above, that Straumjjothr (Strcam-

Firtli) probably included the whole of Buzzard's Bay.

Of the climate of Vinland, the Northmen say, it was, when they

were tiiere, so mild, that cattle would live out-doors during the year
;

that the snow fell but lightly, and that the grass continued to be

green in some places nearly all winter. Among the productions of

Vinland, were abundance of vines, a kind of wild wheat, (maize,) a

beautiful wood which they called jnazer (Birdseye-maple, Acer Sac-
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