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and ability of Capt. ICing of the Uiitish navy, who has oompletod tlic survey

of iho Straits of Maj^ellun, lie is imlcbtt'd for the dircciions for those straits

in tlio followiniif 'vork.

To Capt. Heauj' rf, hydroi?rapl)rr to the British Admiralty, Capt. R.
Oinii of the IJr'tish iiuvy, JJou Mdrfin i\ dc Navantfc, i:ydrggrai)lier to

the Spatiisii ^iovcrnmcnt, Lt. Col. yiheN of the U. S. topographical en <,Mneers,

and to the ollirors in tluj JJritisli, French,. Danish, and Dutch service, his

thaidvs are piirticiiliiriy due iur the nmv and vali'a!)lc information which

tl ;<!y have voiiinturiiy iMrnisIicd of tiie roasts th*;t have fallen under their

observation, and in a manner \vliicli indicates, that in their opinion the ad"

vancement of the .science of hydrography la the common interest of all

nations.

3Iany improvements are made in tiiis, which have increased its contents

one-third over the last edition, by sailin<^ directions for every harbor in the

West Indies, Spanish 3Inin, Sic. ttc. with a full description of the many
Beacons, IJuoys, and the new Jiii^iitlioiiscs, which have been erected on the

coast of the U. S.: tog(!th(!r with the alterations thaj have been made in

some of th<! Liifhthouses, and a complete revision cf^lho "Latitudes and

Louii^itudcs, adapted lO rec(Mit observations.
^
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These are |)i)rt of tiic impro\cm(M\ts of the present cd|tidnf though some
material correctiotis have been mnde,. whenfiv^ the author- wais satisfied,

by the testimony of mariners, or by sarveys> thffil^is formef directioHs'were

inaccurate. Alterations li ive not, liowever, beejft<^(nade, unless upon stronger

evidence than what pvoiupted him to insert t||i'originai directions; ^ ,

In presentiui; the TliELFTHEDITIO^mt^ A mwican Coa|rt ^ilot

to the public, the author does not ilatter himi^p^that it< will prove entirely*

free from errors. The shiftini^ natare of ceftain parts of ihe ccmSf***"*''^

occasionally present deviations from the present directipns. Impen
too is the lot of map, and in attempting to give directions- for the navi^al

of a coast COOO miles in Icngtli, and which was discovered lijrig afti^'tl^j^N,

European coast had been fully explored, he is sensible that he baa;^ijii^Bii^

taken a duty, the performance of which belonged RATufeR TO THE^VllR^
MENT THAN TO AN INDIVIDUAL. Of such a momentous task, it is matted
of astonishment that so much has been done ; and not tlint so mucJ
mains to be performed. During the many years devoted to its e?tec«tiiO>i,

his zeal has not been excited, nor his industry quickened by the conscionSr

ness that he was engaged in a brilliant undertaking, which would- attract

the attention of mankind ; neither was there opportunity or place in a worfc

addressed to a class using a peculiar dialect, and who required only per-

spicuity and accuracy, for the beauties of style and language His pecu-

niary reward has hitherto been nothing, the profits of the work having
been wholly absorbed in the expense of improvements.

It is, however, no small satisfaction to reflect, that the average rate of
insurance, since the first publication of the Pilot, has been diminished more
than one half upon coa* ting vessels, and four-fifths upon vessels bound to

New Orleans, and that, among other causes, the improvements in hydrdf
graphy mast have contributed to effect this great reduction. Still more
Sfitisfactory is liie consciousness derived from many ])ublic and private acr

knowledgments, that, in no small number of instances, by following hii?

directions, both vessels and crews have been saved from the rage ofa mevcir

Jess elemetitj when the pilots were unable Jto come to their assistance.
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