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was his especial favorite, invited him to a banquet. The un-
suspecting Aben Hud threw off his cares for the time, and
giving loose to conviviality in the house of his favorite, drank
freely of the wine-cup that was insidiously pressed upon him,
until he ])ecame intoxicated. lie was then suffocated by the
traitor in a trough of water, and it was given out that he had
died of apoplexy.

At the death of Aben Hud, his host fell asunder, and every one
hied him to liis home, whereupon Don Lorenzo and the Christians
who were with him hastened to King Fernando, by whom they
were graciously received and admitted into his royal service.
The death of Aben Hud was a vital blow to Moslem power,

and spread confusion throughout Andalusia. When the people
of Cordova heard of it, and of the dismemberment of his

army, all courage withered from their hearts. Day after day
the army of King Fernando was increasing, the roads were
covered with foot-soldiers hastening to his standard ; every
hidalgo who could bestride a horse spurred to the banks of the
Guadalquivir to be present at the downfall of Cordova. The
noblest cavaliers of Castile were continually seen marching
into the camp with banners flying and long trains of retainers!

The inhabitants held out as long as there was help or hope

;

but they were exhausted by frequent combats and long and in-

creasing famine, and now the death of Aben Hud cut off all

chance of succor. With sad and broken spirits, therefore, they

surrendered their noble city to King Fernando, after a siege of

six months and six days. The surrender took place on Sunday,
the twenty-ninth day of July, the feast of the glorious Apostles

St. Peter and St. Paul, in the year of the Incarnation one
thousand two hundred and thirty-six.

The inhabitants were permitted to march forth in personal

safety, but to take nothing with them. "Thus," exclaims

the pious Agapida, " was the city of Cordova, the queen of

tiie cities of Andalusia, which so long had been the seat of tiic

power and grandeur of the Moors, cleansed from all the im-

purities of Mphomet and restored to the dominion of the true

faith."

King Fernando Immediately ordered tiie cross to be elevated

on the tower of the principal mosque, and beside it the royal

standard ; while the bishops, the clergy, and a" the people

chanted Te Denm, Laudamus, as a song of triumph for this

great victory of the faith.

^

The king, having now gained full possession of the city,

> Oran. Qan. dc Espafia, pt. 4. Bleda, Ub. 4, c. 10.
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