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the end of the world was at hand. Men awaited some j^reat event, prepared to

welcome it with an ardor proportioned to the de<^ree in which it accorded with

their feelin<;s. The voice of Peter the Hermit stirred up the hearts of men, and
the delivery of the Holy Places became the object of their most ardent wishes.

The very name of the East had something man;ical in its sound, and inflamed

the iinap^inations of the people; it was the land where the wonders of the Old

Testament and the miracles of the Ne had been accomplished, and was still

the birth-place of a thousand marvelous tales.

Scarcely had the siiL^nal been j];iven for the first crusade, when apparitions

made their appearance; every one related the visions he had had, the words he

had heard, and the commands which he had received. The civilian and the

soldier alike beheld signs in the heavens. But it was when the Crusaders had

penetrated into the regions of Asia that these prodigies were multi[)lied without

end.

At the battle of Doryla;um, St. George and St. Demetrius were seen fight-

ing in the ranks of the Crusaders. In the midst of the melee of Antioch, a

celestial troop, clothed in armor, were seen to descend from Heaven, led by the

martvrs St. George, St. Demetrius, and St. Theodore.

During the most sanguinary contest at the seige of Jerusalem, the Crusaders

saw a knight appear upon the Mount of Olives waving his buckler, and giving

the Christian army the signal for entering the city. Godfrey and Raymond, who
perceived him first and at the same time, cried out aloud that St. George was

come to the lielp <>' the Christians. At the same time a report was spread in

the Christian army that the holy pontifi Adhemar, and several Crusaders who
had (alien during the seige, had appeared at the head of the assailants, and had

unfurled the standard of the Cross upon the towers of Jerusalem. Tancred and

the two Roberts, animated by this account, made fresh efforts and at last threw

themselves into the place.

On the da\ Saladin entered into the Holy City, says Rigord, the monks of

Argenteuil saw the moon descend from heaven upon earth, and then reascend to

heaven. In many churches the crucifixes and images of the saints shed tears of

blood in the presence of the faithful. A Christian knight had a dream, in which

he saw an eagle flying over an army, holding in his claws seven javelins, while

he uttered in an intelligible voice, " Evil be to ycriisalcm.''

HALLUCINATIONS OF LUTHER AND JOAN OF ARC.

Luther was subject to hallucinations, if we are to accept his own testimony;

unless, indeed, we believe he had personal interviews with the devil.

" It happened," he says, on one occasion (1521) that I woke up suddenly,

and Satan commenced disputing with me." The conference turned entirely on

the subject of the mass, and is merely a reproduction of Luther's argument


