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traders fell into the snare. They gave up their

arms, and, the better to carry out the deception,

even consented to be bound; but no sooner was

this accomplished, than their treacherous counsellors

murdered them all in cold blood.

^

A curious incident, relating to this period, is given

by the missionary Heckewelder. Strange as the

story may appear, it is in strict accordance with

Indian character and usage, and perhaps need not be

rejected as wholly void of truth. The name of the

person to whom it relates several times occurs in

the manuscript journals and correspondence of officers

in the Indian country. A trader named Chapman

was made prisoner by the Indians near Detroit.

For some time, he was protected by the humane

interference of a Frenchman ; but at length his cap-

tors resolved to burn him alive. He was tied to the

stake, and the fire was kindled. As the heat grew

intolerable, one of the Indians handed to him a bowl

filled with broth. The wretched man, scorching

with fiery thirst, eagerly snatched the vessel, and

applied it to his lips ; but the liquid was purposely

made scalding hot. With a sudden burst of rage, he

flung back the bowl and its contents into the face of

the Indian. "He is mad! he is mad! " shouted the

crowd; and though, the moment before, they had

been keenly anticipating the delight of seeing him

burn, they hastily put out the fire, released him from

the stake, and set him at liberty. ^ Such is the super-

1 Loskiel, 99. ^ Heckewelder, Hist. Ind. Nat., 250.


