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to talk protection, aa Sir Oharlea Tapper
undertook to talk It n.t that momont. AlthouKh
the people of Canada have been saddled wltli

euoriiious ilutles tlie result li.aa bccu thiit the
production of pig Iron instead of lucreiisln;;

lias decreased all ailoiiR, and the result has
been that, though wo have not reaped any
iMJueflt such as Sir (/liarles Tupl)er promisod,
yet lut the same time all the inanufacturi'vs

who use Iron, and they are legion In this coun-
try, have been haniperod, and seriously liam-
pered, by these duties, and if th(^ Minister of
Finance were to brhig down to the House th((

petitions and memorials whlcli I luidoralaiid
the Government have received against tli(>

duties on pig iron, they woidd open the eyes of
hon. members of this House for I have It on
good authority that for a long time petitions

liavo been sent in bogging the Minister of
Finance to remove the duties that have
done no good to anybmly, but h.ave

seriously hamporo<l the Iron trade. Well,
Sir, what Is at present the condition
of the country ? This question can be
looked upon from t'wo different stand-points—
from the stand-point of the Government, and
from tlio stand-point of tlie people. The Gov-
ernment tell us that the coimtry Is prosper-
ing, but what do the people say ? What
Is their opinion and what Is their action V

The people. Sir. one portion of them fly

from that prosperity, and tJiose who remain
In the coimtry are bogging and petitioning
the Government to free them from the
National rolloy. What is the conclusion
to be derived from this state of things ? The
conclusion is : that tax.atlon by whatever
name you call it, taxation however you may
disguise it, taxation is an evil whicli never
can produce prosperity. It is an evil, and
no good can come from evil. Taxation l)y

whatever name you call it, whether disguised
or imdisguised, is always an abridgment of
the lights of the citizen. It is a toll levied
iipon his earnings and upon his property.
I know very well thai taxation by Customs
can be so arranged as to divert the proceeas
from the public treasury and put it into the
pockets of a teWi favoured individuals, and
can therefore have a semblance of pros-
perity ; but. Sir, that prosperity for the few,
is always at the expense of the many. Free-
dom is the normal condition of trade, and
freedom is the goal to which we are aspiring.
That is the policy of this side of the House.
I know veiy well, Sir, that we cannot tor
many years have freedom of trade, such as
they have in England. I know th.at for
many years we must raise our revenue by
Customs duties, but I tell tlie Finance Minis-
ter, that the difference between him and us,

is this : That whereas he forms his tariff

for protection, and with revenue as merely
an incident ; we will frame our tariff, not for
protection, but for revenue, and we will im-
pede and interfere with freedom of trade
only in so far as is absolutely necessary for
the purposes of a revenue, and for notliing
else. Sir, T stated on another occasion, and

in another place, that during the last election

in tlie United States, the people of timt
country liad most emphatically decided for

tiio principle of free trade. My hon. friend
the Finance Minister, in opening this debate,
cliallenged tills statement, and not only chal-

lenged the statement, but actually denuHi it

He is strong at denying, I admit, but if lie de-

nies that tlie American peepie, at the last pre-

sidential election, practically d(>cldiHl in fa-

vour of freixlom of trade, I am prepared to

h(^ar tliat the hon. gentleman will deny every-
tlilng. that he will deny tliat there are twelve
months in the year, that he will deny that
tlie sun rises in the cast and moves towards
the west, or that he will deny that there is

such a thing as an exodus. But, as the
hon. gentleman is of a skeptic nature, I

will (>nde!iv(mr to give him proof which
ought to bo sufticient in Itself. I will quote
to him from the platform adopted by the
Democratic party a.t its last convention in

Chicago . Hero is how it reads :

We tlciiouncc l{ciml)licHii i)roti>ctinn us a fraud, a
icililiory ()f till' Ki'Ciit Tiiajority of tlie .Xiiicrican i>e()]ilo

fovtliolM'nctitdf tlio few. Wo doolaro it t()l)c a funda-

Turntal |)iiiici|il(' of tlii' Dfiuoir.atic party that thi'

Fcilinii (jovcrniiicnt liaR no coiistitiitioiial jiowcr to

impdsi' and cdllcut tarilT duticH except for the purposo
c if rcviMiuc only, and demand that tlie collection of sucli

duties .Hliail lie liniiled to tlie necessitioH of the Gov-
ernment and lionestly and economically administered.

Sir, denouncing protection has always seemed
to me as promoting free trade. Does the

lion, gentleman believe the rever.se, or does

he think differently ? Well, if he does, let

us go a stop further. The hon. gentleman
is aware that during the last election the

fiuestion which was fought upon every hust-

ings in the United Stjites, the question which
was discussed in evei-y newspaper, was tue

merit of protection, on the one side, and tlie

iiuM-it of free trade on the other. Is this not
sufficient to convince my hon. friend ?

Mr. FOSTER. No.

Mr, LAURIER. Then, this is not sufficient,

lot us go a little further. The hon. gentleman
is perhaps aware—I am sure he heard it,

but If he heard it perhaps he will choose to

forget—the hon. gentleman is perhaps aware
tliat during last session of Congress the Dem-
ocratic party in the House of Representatives
organized a scheme whereby they circulated

as their own literature, the whole of Henry
George's book, " Frotection or Free Trade,"
and there never was a stronger plea written
in favour of free trade tlian that book con-

tains. When the Democratic party in the

House of Representatives went so far as To

organize a scheme to circulate a whole book
written hi favour of free trade, will tlie hon.
gentleman, in view of all that evidence, still

believe that the issue which was fought at
the polls during tlie last election was not an
issue between freedom of trade and protec-

tion ? If the hon. gentleman still denies that,

I am prepared to believe, as I said a moment
I ago, that he will deny anything whatever.


