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CHRISTMAS BELLS, 1883.

Uv J. K. U. NiAME.

r''^IN<;. Il.ippv Chrislma-, Hells I

|/-< \tmr silviT iliinic

I \ Willi far-off Aii};clv(iiccskcfltt'lll
"""

y tinii-!

Kill}; " l*t:.icc tin Kartli " — Kfjoite, O hi.itls

that iiKMiin,

l-ift up your hcatU — the I'liiicc ul Teacc is

born I

kins; t"liri<tnia< Hells, to-tlay— your music thrills

AH lieatt-i wiiliiii thi^ City of the Hi'iis —
\\'lui>o plateful vnitfs (softened, {lerliaps, wlili tears!.

Give thanks tii tiocl fur these last *' Hundred years!"

O let tlieir plad ihanksj^ivinj; jn\ ful make
'I'lir hearts of ail (lod's poor — for Hi-, dear sake ;

Lei nn one cIliM in all -St. J.'hn, at Iea*l.

Have iieeii of uherewillial to "Keep the Feast!"

It is the ChUiiren^s F^.tst, who have a rij:hl

To have their own sweet way on t'liri^tinas iiij;ht

;

And we, the older, must i;ive place to tlieni,

For Christ was uncc .1 child in Heihlehem I

Kcniemher, ton, the sick — whose wcariiicss

Nei'deth a kindly liand to soothe and bless;

.'\h, who L-an tell what wistful loni;in;: dwells

/'','r //it-nt, ill the sweet suiiiid of Christinas Itells!

And you at whoso Firesides the "Vacant chair"

Standi, sa,l!v wailinj; one who once sat there ;

'I'lie wtl! beloved — wilhoiil who-.e tU-ar face

The wolld is but an empty barren place!

He comforted — Cod took them — that is best;

Make some one in /Ae/r stead a we'cinne yuest —
And Ciod shall bless von witli a donlile share

Of love and joy to fill that vacant chair.

And you whitse children gather round your knee

'I'hi- (Jiii^tma*: tide — your joy and pride — \h ! me,

Think of the little ones as fair as they

Who share no tender mother's li>ve to-day!

Know what you pive to /Aem to ChI is given —
And or/thil'is* fir,t\'ers arc alwavs heatil in Heaven!

And, perhaps, some **boon" you'vf a>ketl for hiiu; in vain,

'I'liro' their sweet Ruileless prayers you may obtain!

With generous hearts give noble charity

'llial knows not lace, or cieed ; but rovaily

With lavish hand brings warmlli and fiMHi and light

To all w-liu need theni on this blessed night!

wmTTin ro« ttsTissi*

CHRISTMAS: A FANTASIA.

BV Rl.VKlti!.:. D. .Mas .>•• D. U

"jTT TT .W jjiiivvs ylootiiiir ,<tnl jjlo'Miiier," s.iyi ;i cuiitcni-

"'
I \/ I l""^"y «riti-r. " ''111 'I't-' cliilil-likt' ilcmcnl in liiiii is

^— _J[_
li;ip|)ily iiiit (lc.nl yi't." Nor will il ilie while ilic

ri iiiciiil>i.iiic<" nf I.tst year's (.'lit istiius lives •''ii'l

lliirc is .1 chilli k'ft In atitiLiiLite nitli hcaliii;; heart tht- arrival

nf aiiDllnr, anil to renew the wish : " rapa, t woiiM like that

then, was a (Miristtiias ilay every «i el. '." We hmior Mr. (Irail

Grinil, with his strict reoaril In tiiatlcr-nf f.ict ; but we (In nnt

Inve him. Whyshiitilil it he fnrliiilileii to set iina^jiiiatitin fiee,

niiw anil then, In wamlei at its nwti sweet will in the realms nf

fant.isv.' Let the iliililren leail us fnr a little. I.el us all fnr

an lintir or twn revive the v.inishin^ jnvs nf iliiMhnnil.

t.hristmas semis us liai k, hy its custnms i>f festivitv anil snni;

anil tliaritv tn ci iilttiies Kuif; anteceilent In His liirth who has

mailc the ilay ami iicriiul s|ieeially his nwn. The Maj;i came I'l

welenmc the li.ibe in llelhlelietn ; ami. ever since, I'.ijjanism in

all its fnrins has laiil its best at the feet, ami left its wnrtliie»t

in the train nf Jesus. With a strange ti.cilley nf Christian anil

I'agan rites,— lelicsof the Knniati Salmiaiin, when the very

slaves enjnveil one day in the year nf uniimitcil license, — rclii s

of Clennan revelry ami liruiilical supcrstiiinns, — we celebrate

the birlliil.iy anniversary of the worlil's Kcileeiner. What mat-

ter that the .\iiliiiii.irians hive imt yet succeeileil in assurini;

tliciiiselvcs that the Jjth nf December is verily the day ? I.ct

them crack their nuts. We shall crack nurs with none the less

enjnvmctit ami fearlesstie.ss of iKspepsia. ."staml beneath the

Mistleinc, m\ fair l.aily C'lar.i. Let the lij;lit nf the Vulelon

pkiv with vniit shadow on the wall. What matter that, in

yiiniler cniivenlicle, some sour I'ltiitati is proving to the heart's

content of himself ami his acidiliuil hearers that niiitli is the

mark nf the beast, and the sin lli-il hath never forgivene-- .'

" l.tck shall pipe ;tnil Jill shall dame. Kor Christmas comes

but once a year, and iherefnre let's be incrty !"

Let me give the little childien a nasnn I'nr loving our (Jtieen

in cntincclinn with the fe«liMties nl Xtnas. The good St.

Nicholas is perhaps the iiiosi widely popular in cni.neitioti with

festive-mirth of all the saints in the < alemlar. .\ native nf

Asi;i-Mini>r, the ailnpied patron nf Knssia, the nmst luniorcd of

.ill the saints in sniithern Italy, in Lnglaml, some four hundred

churches arc named after him ; and imw, in .\nierica, on one

evening in the vear, Sanla Klaus is nmre devoutly thought of

by at least oncli.ilf nf the pnpiil.iiion — the juveniles — th.tti is

their Xmas pudding, t otne away with nic to ymider .Mms-

house, nsiiallv so prosai. ally giim. On thi^ on Xinaseve—
there is mirth in the .Mm.s-hmise. St. Niiholas h,is planted a

nivstcrintis tree in a corner, which, all are assured, licars fruits

unknown to earthly gardens. Oh, the delight of the little

childien! Ave, and of the grey-beards also; hoary sinners,

some of litem : but for one half hnur nr sn, they feel gimd. The

intrnductinn of the Xmas tree with its lamps and toys and fruits

ami flowers and gills that make young eves glisten, and young

voices shriek with delight, is due, among the I'.nglish siwaklng


