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It is, unfortunately, not possible to compare the quantities

consumed of the articles enumerated with their retail prices ta

ascertain exactly the relation betvA'een prices and consun)ption.

Where prices have fallen, it is generally assiimed that the whole-

sale prices have fallen further and more rapidly than retail prices,

though, in the case of suoar, all but the very poorest who may
buy in very small quantities have benefitted to the full extent of

the fall. Where prices have. risen, retail prices may have risen

higher than wholesale, or not so far, uccordinir to ciicumstances.

Tobacco has probably risen higher in retail price than in whole-

sale ; but the dealers in ciixarettes last vear were not able to raise

prices to follow the wholesale price. The following comparison,

however, is with Montreal wholesale prices as stated in the

Statistical Year Book. 1896:—

CoSSUMrXUlN AND PRICES.


