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it is a publie schiool supported by taxes, and

to w-hich pupils are admnitted free as dis-

tingulshed from private scbools in whiclî

pupils are charged. As 1 understand, ii

tile Northwest, sehools supported by Pro-

testants, are precisely the same as schools

supported by Catholies because the taxes

are collected and distributed ia ail respects

ln the same way to boIth. If ail classes

of sehools are public schools, then why use

the word 'public,' for sehools covers the

wbole ground, and in framing the Consti-

tutional Act of Alberta the parliament of

Canada accepted that principle by elimuinat-

ing from the clause relating to the distribu-

tion of the inoney the word 'publice' and

cailed them ill schools? 'My honu. friend

raises a difficulty, an>d the only one whicbi

confronts me as to schools existing nI the

timie the Autonoiny Bill w-as passed. Thiere

can be noe doubt tat ail classes of schools
then established, wli share eqnally ln this

f und. The distribution, according to the

Act and the Land Bill, mnust be pro rata

to aIl classes of schîools, according to aI-

tendance. There is no discrimination, but
the difficulty iy hion. friend raises is Ibis;

possibly in the ucear future the governiment

of that province inighit inove te do aw-ay

witlh separate and racial schools. MWhat

riglit have we te interfere wvith the auto-
nomuy of Ilie provinces?

flon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Mly ains)er is

this: that 301 years ago a fiînd waîs estah-

lisbied for the purpose of mlainitainling those

sclools andi we have no riglit aiiv moi-e

than a trugtee N-ould bave. te depart front

the ter-ms of the trust.

Hon. MNIr BEIQUE-I have the original

statuite of 1872, undfer whichl certain sec-

lionls l every tow'nship te be surveycd

sboul be set aside for the maini tenanlce of

scîools, anid the fuind created front the sale

of sncbi lands wvas te be devoted to the

niaiiilenanic of scliools. The words iii the

section aire '.and shall set apa1rt anti publisli

the saille sehool lands by notice la the

*Cani-idlz Gazette."

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Tbat NvIS

changed lut 1879 as I bave alrcady polinîed

out. lut the Consolidation Act lat 1879,

under subsection à of section 23i the fund

Hii:. M-Nr. ROS\ (iddle-e'ffi

wvas to be appiied and iimiîed to-wards the

support of public scboois therein, and tlîat

bias remalned the iaw down te tlic prescrnt

time wlthout arnendmnent.

Hon. Mr. ROSS (M'ýiddlesex)-There was

a trust establisbed for education, and the

quolalion te w'hicb the bon. senator from

De Salaberry bas referred speaks of it

as a scbool f und, not as a public sébool

fund. The oniy difflculty that înay arise

is the one that I have pointed out. As

the iaw stands now, there is no possibi-

iity tbat separate scbools, w-hctber they

are for Romnan Catholies or for Protestants,

or for anybody else, as long as tbcy ai-e

conducted la conforiuity %vith tbe -iaw%--s

of the province, wl fail to share; they

iust share. pro rata. lit tbe distribution of
this fund. But tbe diffiicuity which îny hion.

friend pointed out is a possible one,
nainely, that hli the future, denoininationial

schools imay be estahlished by the legis-

latures of the provinces. MNy answcr is

that the provinces bave a riglit te esta-

blish denominationai schools. We bave

thait right la the province of Ontario. Are

w-e to sit biere ns outsiders of Ihese pro-

vinces and legisiate in regard to educa-

tien, wben the Britisli North Ainorica Act

places edlucation, xvitb a sliglît reservation,
exclusively under the provinces? WVas not

the great objection taken to the Auitonoiny

Bill, thal the provinces wvere not entîreiy

free? A good many people in tiiose en-

iiglitened provinces tlîouglît thal the Atuto-

noiny Bis wvere a restraint on the w'iIl of

tue people. If that be the case, the lion.

genitleman, goes furtiier. and proposes to

put a furtiier resîrailît on thean. He says
voun must îlot establîsi 'elioals for I lukio-

bors nor denoininatiouial schîools, for any

deîîoiination yon clioose, because that

m-ouid be a diversionî of the trust. If tue

provinces are to be fi-ce iii (leiing witii

thieir ow'n educatiouial inatters. as 1 tiiik

tbey ougbt to be, tiien tiîey shîould lic ail

liberty, so far as m-e are concerne,,, to

cshablish sticb sehools as tlîey sec fit. The

bon. gentleman says it is possible thiat

some agitator înay arise-I liope lic his

iîot arisen already-who will suggest Ibis

impropriety w-ith a view to establish lîîm-

self in the political anajority and clilnb int


