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Hoii. Mr. SCOTT-And to make lt a feeder
of a very valuable territory to the Inter-
colonial.

Hon. Mr. FORGET-Is it to the know-
ledge of the hon, gentleman that the Cains-
dian Pacifie Railway made an offer for the
road ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I do uîot know anythlig
about the history of the road.

Hon. Mr. FORGET-The lion, gentleman
said 'that the Canadian Pacifie Railway
wanted- to, bny lt, and that the government
consldered that the Dominion hall better
buy IL.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I say that representa-
tions had been made that the rond would
probaibly fall into the bands of the Canadian
Pacifie Railway. I said it was so reported.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-The
hon. gentleman is in error as to the char-
acter of the rails. I was ln the governiment
at thue time these rails were given, and as In-
dicated by the hion, gentleman froin Rothe-
say, when the rails beguin to wear out on
the main line they were taken Up and a
better class of rails laid down. The rails
taken Up were put on the switches of the
Intercolonial RaUway and the surplus rails
taken up from the old track were donated
In aid of local ronds, and thîs Is one of them.

Hon. Mr. DOMVILLE-Oaly the branches.
Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Per-

laps, but the rails th'ey received from the
Intercoloniai Raiiway were given to them as
rails thnt were flot required, having been
takea Up and replaced by rails of a better
quality. I have no doubt the bon, gentle-
man from Wellington will remember very
well the transaction ait the time.

Hon. Mr. McMe-%ULLEN-Yes.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Be-
cause the first rails tînt were given under
sudl circunistances were given by the gov-
erament of Nvhichi my hou. friend the Secre-
tary of State w-as a member, the govera-
ment of the late Alexander Mackenzie, and
the saine policy w-as pursued by Sir Johin
Macdonald's goverument after it came back
to power.

Hon. Mr. SOOTT-I think I stated tle
value of the old rails givea by the Inter-
colonial Railway was $24,439.

Hon. Mr. DOMVILLE - ~That would not
go very far.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-eThat
ivould be only worti old iron, and that is
ail the Intercolonial Railway could have
done witli them If thiey had sold tliem.

At six o'clock, the Speaker left the chair.

After ReeB.

Mr. DOMVILLE resumed the debate. He
said :This Is cntirely a provincial question.
We have to consider first, Is the railway
bult, second, wly was it bulît, and, third,
wbo built it. Witlout going Into, any elabor-
ate figures, wve find tint the Dominion gov-
ernnient gave a subsidy and the local gov-
eruiment also aided tic enterprise, and the
goveramient of the day, wletler riglit or
wrong, laid down a standard of wbat the
rails were to be. Thiey were to, be fifty-six
pounds, and fifty-six'pound rails werc laid
down. It would be a mistaken argument to
take the position that the road was no good,
because if tint were truc, where are alI tie
other railways, and wby are we trylng to
develop and open up this country?~ One
would infer f romn the rcmarks of my hon.
friend from Belleville (Hon. Sir Mackenzie
Bowell) tiat this road was no good. Can
we for a moment suppose tint the Dominion
government and tic local govcrnment would
have subsidized Élis Comnpany to the extent
of $7î4,000 to build a railway tînt was no
good ? We must inquire why that rond
was bult. It cuts tie Initercolonial Rail-
way at riglit angles, and extends 10 Frederic-
ton, passing througli a fine agricultural coun-
try, ais good as nny we have in New Bruns-
wick, excepting perhaps the river fronts.
It gives a straiglit line froni the Gulf of St.
Law-rence to Fredericton, and a short route
for the transportation of fresli fisb in cold
storaýge to the United States markets. Tie
wiole of tie Miranîchi coast is interested
ln tuis uine. Is there any one wvio will saY,
if that rond luad to be bujît to-unorrow, tint
the 1363 miles could be constructed for $800,-
000 ? Tint would be only $6.000 per mile.
Wiy, the rails are worth to-day nearly $3,000
per mile, and if the rond is any good i aIl
It ls dirt cheap ait the price named. I do
uiot sny that tic road will net require re-
pairs ;every railway does. The Grand
Trunk Railw-ay whici was built inîf a


