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hay, . o . N
ar ¢ o more right to allow the public funds placed | selected, he will find that the correct figures
h Ny disposal to be wasted than a private trustee

‘gj allow the private funds in his hands to be

n The Principle laid down in this paragraph
0 one will object to. It is not only a policy,
i“t 1t is the principle on which every min- |
Ster should administer the affairs of his!
€partment. T fully concur in all he says,
Ut I cannot help thinking that the state-
ment in the lights of events partake a very
8reat deal of the nature of that famous
¢ aracter in one of Dickens’s works known as
aef’k"'mﬁ‘- He was a very honourable man,
Very grave man, and a man of noble senti-
:xl':.[lns and speech ; so is the Postmaster Gen-
as portrayed in the paragraph which I
averead; and if he acted upon that principle
I;:Sdl will prove before I get through he has
)Y done—every man in Canada would ap-|
EZZVC_Of_his policy. But the position he |
oneup.]es In this matter of the reduction of
reascwy pust oﬁiqe to a town office, and the
thin(])(n‘ he has given in the paragraph, I
v 18 somewhat analogous to the answer
%vl en by Dr. Jonson when he was asked
i Z he mis-spelt a certain word in his
. ICUonary, his reply was, «Ignorance, sheer |

1 n 3 . . 3 :
g;lor.m(:o.’ So it is precisely with the!
th :-gamaster General in this matter, either 1

repr. or he has selected a conservative city,
poge%‘f’nbed by a conservative, for the pur-
ville Ol punishing and degrading the Belle-
o ﬁice!')mt ofﬁcg from a city office to a town
trouty or h_e dld. not know, or never took the
s fare to Inquire into the relative position,
the c'tas GXpendxb.ure is concerned, b_etween
by cel y of Bellevll'le‘ and the other city post
say ﬁ‘fn the Dominion of Canada. I may
mang e ore leav'lng this point, that the Post-
Se]e;c::d General in this same letter 'lms
hai other places— Brantford, Brockville,
jam,  (alt, Guelph, Peterborough, St. |

sba‘otchilrines, St. Thomas, Stratford, Wood-,

P&red‘ta}‘]ll town offices—and he has com- !
the '€ percentage of expenditure with’
vi €ceipts of the post office at Belle-
® and that alone. If he had desired
gOinomab‘: a fair comparison—I. was
o Sﬁould say an honest comparison— |
e Do l}&ve taken the different cities in
O minion.  The cities are placed under
e vil Service Act, and I admit they are
officey mtc())re expensive than when paid as the
and mg which T !nave called attention ;
trou) re than that, if any one will take the
1:% to look at these towns that he has

tin the whole Dominion.
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are not given, the contingent expenses not
being added to the general expenditure, and
thereby making the percentage much less.
Let us look at the different city post offices
I have in my hand
a statement showing the offices, the revenue,
the salaries, the contingencies, the total
paid, the net revenue, and the percentages.
I will not weary the House by reading all
these figures, but will hand it to the reporter,

; and content myself with giving the cities and

the percentages which will be sufficient to
establish the point which I make.

It will be seen from these figures that the
expenditure in Toronto was 42§ per cent of
the whole revenue, which [ may say was $361,
388.16, and the salaries were $147,156.47
and so on. Belleville was 54 per cent of the



