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have no miore right to allow the public funds placed selected, he will find that the correct figureset 11Y (lisposal to be wasted than a private trustee slce
hasto allw the private funds in his hands to are not given, the contingent expenses not
Wasted. being added to the general expenditure, and

thereby making the percentage much less.
The principle laid down in this paragraph Let us look at the different city post offices

b One will object to. It is not only a policy, in the whole Dominion. I have in my band
but it is the principle on which every min- a statement showing the offices, the revenue,
iSter should administer the affairs of his the salaries, the contingencies, the total
bepartnent. J fully concur in all he says, paid, the net revenue, and the percentages.
but I cannot help thinking that the state- I will not weary the House by reading all
ment in the lights of events partake a very these figures, but will hand it to the reporter,
great deal of the n5ture of that famous and content myself with giving the cities and
character in one of Dickens's works known as the percentages which will be sufficient to
Pecksniff. He was a very honourable man, establish the point which I make.
a very grave man, and a man of noble senti-
ments and speech ; so is the Postmaster Gen-
eral as portrayed in the paragraph which I1
have read; and if he acted upon that principle

as I will prove before I get through he bas
not done-every man in Canada would ap- z
prove of his policy. But the position he
cecupies in this mattor of the reduction of

One city post office to a town office, and the
reason he has given in the paragraph, I
tbink is somewhat analogous to the answer z
givein by Dr. Jonson when he was asked
wýhy hi i odi idit e mis-spelt a cert-in word in lus
diction ary, his reply was, " Ignorance, sheer =
1gaorance. So it is precisely with the G
tostmaster General in this matter, either Ir =that, or be has selected a conservative city,
represented by a conservative, for the pur- 0 -
Pose Of punisbing and degrading the Belle-
ville post office from a city office to a town
Office; or he did not know, or niever took the htrouble to inquire into the relative position,
te far as expenditure is concerned, between
the city of Belleville and the other city post a
Offices in the Dominion of Canada. I may i, S
Say, before leaving this point, that the Post-
master General in this same letter lias M
Chatb otîer places-Brantford, Brockville, t

Caahtham, Gîlt, Guelph, Peterborough, St.arines, St. Thomas, Stratford, Wood-
Stck-all town offices-and lie has coin- .
Pred tbe Percentage of expenditure with

the receipts f the post office at Belle
Ville, and that alone. If he had desired
o make a fair comparison-I was

he o say an honest comparison- 1 r
he should have taken the different cities in
the Domnio. The cities are placed under
the ivil Service Act, and I admit they are It will be seen from these figures that the
ruch more expensive than when paid as the expenditure in Toronto was 42î per cent of
Ofies to which I have called attention ; the whole revenue, which [ may say was $361,
ao 'ore than that, if any one will take the 388.16, and the salaries were $147,156.47
trouble to look at these towns that he bas and so on. Belleville was 54 per cent of the
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