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11, 1878] Address. 19
paragraph) of the Address, it leads almost
to nothingness ; it follows with a dozen or
more paragraphs in which the Government
propound no policy—nothing to go before
the country with or to dispose of. A Re-
form Government should, according to the
principles of Reform, always have some-
thing to reform. Is there mnothing to
reform, when under the present Gov-
ernment, we have less money, smaller
revenues, heavier taxes and a larger debt?
I should think when the Government
come down with a Speech from the Throne,
in which they say, after four years of
power, that they have nothing to retorm,
their principles or vocation are gone, and
they have nothing left of the principles
which they advocated, on which to appeal
to the country. I think I have read
somewhere, that the President of the
Council—the late President of the Council
now—said when there was nothing more
for the Government to reform, or when a
Reform Government could find nothing
more to reform, he would not be slow to
leave it. There has been a sudden change
lately in the Government, a reconstruc-
tion, and we have not yet been told the
reason for this reconstruction ; but it must
be plain that that vacancy has been
caused because the Government have found
themselves incapable to deal with the
many interests in this country which require
reform, and the President of the Counecil
found it to be his duty, on his declared
principles, to leave the Cabinet. We have
the Government declaring in the first
place that we are called together and have
nothing to do beyond the ordinary business
of the country. That we should be called
together and go back to the country
without anything to be considered or
proposed by the Government is very
strange. The hon. Premier, when in
Opposition, declared that there should
be reform, retrenchment and economy
in the administration of public affairs;
that the number of Cabinet Ministers was
too large, and one would naturally sup.
pose that on coming into power, and after
being in power four years, and now going
to the people, the Reform Government
would at least propose a death-bed repent-
ance—a decrease in the amount of depart-
mental expenditure. We are promised
that some measure is to be introduced
here with regard to the departmental
service, but I do not believe it is in tha



