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it the consent of opposition member's deniacratically
the House of Commons, the government, by the sheer
its majority, irnposed the presence of non-elccted
on the Standing Comniittee on Foreign Affaira and
Docs this not show contempt for the democratic

Before the Special Joint Committee responsible for
1 Canada's foreign policy had even startcd its activi-
4inister of Foreign Affairs announced that from now
:pmcnt assistance would no longer be conditional on a
respect for human rights.

govcrnment receive a mandate from the people to that
irdly, if the objections of Canadian stakeholders in the
nal development sector are any indication. I amn think-
rticular of the tens of thousands of Canadians and
; Who spend their time and their energies so that NGjOs
ada and Quebec can provide humanitarian aid ta the
the world. 1 am also thinlcing of the close relation-

cd with people in devcloping countries, rclatianships
orrned around the concepts of viable dcvclopment,
c dcvclopment and respect for human rights.

Il C-22, dealing with the cancellation of the contract
:e terminaIs 1 and 2 at Toronto Airport, the govern-
Ses to make full disclosure of aIl the dirty trickts
1g the signing of this privatization cantract. It refuses
lie main players in this affair to come before the
-.Onmttee on Transport.

e 10 of this bill, for example, the governinent gives
ower to compensate frienda of the federal system for
ndered before cancellation. Is our democracy such a
Pie? Where is this wandcrful openness announced by
S? Unfortunately, there is not much more openneas in

Government Orders

effort sa that Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition, an expression
dear ta federalists, can play its role efficiently?

The bill amending the Lobbyists Registration Act is at the
heart of the debate on democracy, since the activities of these
professionals are always the very opposite of the democratic
procs. Let us Iceep in mind that in a democratic society the
long-standing principle of one mxan, or woman, ane vote is the
carnerstone of democracy. By definition, lobbyists are constant-
ly trying to influence the political power in order ta obtain
privileges or apecial favours for a particular individual or group.
It is their raison d'être.

We may tolerate this practice as a nccessary cvii, but we
cannot accept the lack of transparency which loo often accompa-
nies it. The present bil, aimed at bringing transparency ta the
practice of lobbying in Canada, is broadly based on the commit-
ments contained in the Liberal red book. Originally, the provi-
sions of the bill were supposed to be much more stringent that
any existing legisiation. Howevcr, if we look at it more closely it
falis short of the commitments made by the Liberals during the
last election campaign and doca not meet citizens' expectations
conccrning the promised rcform.

0f course, some elements of the bill are in lcecping with the
Bloc Quebecois' ideas on this issue. It appears that sorne
amendments ta the Lobbyîsts Registration Act match the recom-
mendations made by the Commons committee.
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montha, the government, Il
,f ideas, rcduced the leizisla

eas, sucu mea
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