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demanding diplomatic posts as high commissioner to Great
Britain, ambassador to the United States, UN ambassador,
ambassador to NATO, Germany and in Ottawa as deputy
undersecretary of state for external affairs and special adviser to
the Privy Council Office.

After retiring in 1971, Mr. Ritchie enjoyed a successful career
as an author. He was later named a companion of the Order of
Canada.

On behalf of my colleagues, I express condolences to Mrs.
Ritchie, the family and friends.
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TRANSPORTATION

Mr. Gordon Kirkby (Prince Albert—Churchill River,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, National Transportation Week is a fitting
time to recall the historical role played by transportation in the
prairie provinces.

We understand the importance of an efficient and cost effec-
tive transportation system. We live surrounded by immense
distances. At one time in our history we relied completely on the
railway to link us with the rest of the country. Now we are served
by air and road as well as by rail. What is needed is an efficient
and cost effective national transportation system, not subsidies.

Western grain producers are ready to compete with the world.
With the repeal of the WGTA and the proposed amendments to
the National Transportation Act regarding efficiency measures,
we believe they will be even better prepared for the challenges
of the global economy.

The theme of this year’s National Transportation Week is
“Careers in Transportation: Opportunities, Training and
Skills™. It should remind us that the future holds opportunities
as well as challenges.

If Canada is to have the transportation system it needs, we
will need to start now to recruit, educate and train those who will
keep the country moving in the years to come.
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ST. BRIEUX, SASKATCHEWAN

Mrs. Georgette Sheridan (Saskatoon—Humboldt, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak in praise of my home province
of Saskatchewan, in particular the town of St. Brieux in the
northeast corner of my riding.

St. Brieux is an extraordinary town. It is 90 minutes northeast
of Saskatoon with a vigorous farm equipment manufacturing
plant, lots of employment, business opportunities, schools and
is bilingual. The gateway to the northern lakes, it has golf,
hockey and no crime. So ran the ad in the Toronto Sun about two
weeks ago. A four bedroom house can be purchased for a mere
$48,000.

If it is quality of life they are seeking, Torontonians will soon
be flocking to St. Brieux, especially after last night’s election
results. The possibility of living in a kinder, gentler and eco-
nomically robust environment should make Saskatchewan a
more attractive alternative than ever.
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[Translation]

ASSISTED SUICIDE

Mr. Michel Daviault (Ahuntsic, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, the Prime Minister said he had no objections to
letting a House committee review the recommendations made
by the Senate committee on euthanasia and assisted suicide.

However, the Minister of Justice does not consider these
issues to be priorities. Indeed, while he did acknowledge yester-
day the importance of discussing these matters, the minister
would not say when and how Parliament would be asked to
review them.
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Could it be that the personal opinions of the Minister of
Justice might prevent Parliament from looking at these sensitive
issues in the near future? Let us not forget that the minister
already stated his opposition to legalizing euthanasia and as-
sisted suicide at the 1994 convention of the Liberal Party of
Canada. The attitude of the Minister of Justice says a lot about
the real will of this government to debate these important issues.
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[English]

JUSTICE

Mr. Myron Thompson (Wild Rose, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, for
two weeks we have heard those opposite stand and plead with
the citizens of Ontario to vote Liberal in the provincial election.
Their pleadings were to no avail.

Ontario has spoken and told those opposite they do not believe
Liberals will provide justice for victims of crime. The people of
Ontario have chosen instead the Reform ideal of putting victims
first. They voted for mandated discipline and structure in the
lives of young offenders as the best policy for preventing further
youth crime. The people have chosen the Reform principle of
holding criminals accountable for their crimes and that the best
form of deterrence is swift sure punishment for criminal activ-

ity. ,
I am proud to say that the people chose Reform common sense

and abandoned the false ideology that criminals are victims and
must not be judged.

In Ontario the Liberal justice philosophy is dead. May it rest
in peace. Are you now listening Mr. Justice Minister?



