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ARMENIA

Ms. Barbara Greene (Don Valley North): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday was the 73rd anniversary of the independence
of Armenia. The contribution of Armenian Canadians te
the Canadian nation is a rich one. The preservation cf
Armenian culture and language is coupled with a deep
loyalty te Canada and a determination to participate in
virtually every area of Canadian life.

Multiculturalism means we are free te cherish our
cultural reots while at the same tirne play a valued role
in Canadian society. Armenian Canadians are a vivid
example cf this ideal in action.

'he dream of the Armenian people has flot been
crushed. Their struggle for recognition and indepen-
dence continues.

I caîl upon our government te follow the lead of the
Govemnment of France in recognizing the atrocities
committed against Armenians as a genocide and te help
defend the human rights of this courageous people who
have suffered se much.

FUR INDUSTRY

Mr. Bob Wood (Nipissing): Mr. Speaker, something
happened in may riding cf Nipissing today that will shatter
many stereotypes, instil pride in our community and set
an example for many others, for teday marks the opening
cf the deMidici North Bay Fur 1Unning and Dyeing
Plant.

This is a plant which will operate as a joint venture
between deMidici of Milan and the Nipissing Indian
band. It will be located in an industrial park on the
Nipissing Reserve itself. When it is fully operational it
will employ approximately 50 people of which the vast
majority will be native. The production of this world-
class faciity will be almost totally for export and will
bring to North Bay customers which previously would
not have donc business in Canada.

Indeed the cause for optimism has flot left us altogeth-
er. Here we have an example where an Indian band
aggressively sought a partner to integrate fully its fur
trapping activities by developing export markets for
manufactured products.

Why did deMidici set up shop with the Nipissing band?
Because, in its own words, "the Nipissing Indian Reserve
is a progressive communîty with an excellent work
ethîc".

That is right. While the Prime Minister is thousands of
miles away preaching about the need for investment and
competitiveness in his own partisan ways, we here in
Ontario are trying to do something about the recession
that his governmnent created.

AT AND EAST PROGRAM

Mr. Rod Laporte (Moose Jaw-Lake Centre): Mr.
Speaker, the removal of the At and East program in 1989
meant the closure of the grain elevator at Saint John and
put in question the viability of the elevator at Halifax.
These elevators are an important link to the viability of
the livestock industry in the maritimes. They provide an
essential. role in the delivery of competitively priced feed
grains to the maritimes. The loss of the Halifax elevator
would also mean the closure of Dover Flour Mils and
would deny grain producers of the only ice-free port on
the eastern seaboard.

During committee hearings on this subject, the gev-
emnment agreed to conduct a study into the future of
these elevators. The report concluded that both eleva-
tors can only be viable in the long term with an increase
of export grain moving through these facilities. The
report further concluded that this could only be accom-


