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section, which, 1 think, shouali be considered
as the very coï-ieý'sto:îe of the acf, is now
d'sregarded.

Now I corne to the present Prime Minister
(Mr. St. Laurent). If aniyone had told me
that a great Iawyer and great jurist-some-
times the two, are different--wvith his exper-
ience as Minister of Justice and ail the other
qualities xve like and admire in him, would
do this sort of t'iingc, I xvould have scoffed. at
it; I would have said, "Don't be silly; go roll
your hoop". But what do wve find? Not only
does the Prime Minister flot join in the
criticism, but there is no suggestion of an
apology for what has been done. I should
like to read what he said, indicating his
generous attitude toward the Minister of
Justice in sharing responsibility with him. I
like that attitude; but I should like the Prime
Minister to tbink something about the people
of Canada as weIl as about the Minister of
Justice. What consideration w'as given them
when ail this was going ora? WThat does the
Prime Minister sa-y, vaý page 1526 of Hansard:

And 1 Iiow feel it is oîil. fa'r to the Minister of
Justice that I should inforin the bouse that he had
discussed these matters wvith mie, and I had con-
cu"rrd in thse line of canduct he Nvas adopting. I
should bear. therefore. a portiosn of the respon-
sibtiity, if there is repjonsibi1ity.ý

That is good; get that.
-if there is responsýbility, for attempting to carry
out the implied or e-xpr essed undertakiflg given to
Canadian industries.

That was the Prime Minîster. These people
have been caught red-handed; and %vlien I say
"caught" perhaps thit i3 the right word,
because it is sugýgested that if it had not
been for Mr. McGregor we nigbt flot have
knoxvn about this everi yet. No one can
prove that is so, but niei:,her can anyone
p.rove it is not so.

Mr. Garsan: That f1oes no' stop you fromn
saying it, because il, cannot be proved.

Mr. Macdo'ine11 (-,-een-wood): It is said by
serious people; a -' thnal is nof surprising,
.ecause xvheta peu),10 ae ihe sort of thing

that bas been clo ie he.LC inevitably it gives
ri.se to certain suw,pioiofl. 1 regret to say
that fo the Minister ot Justice, because I
might add heî-e th-it i never ,vould have
believed hie woul be aî party to Ibis sort of
tAsng. As I sai, 1 teel that this bas been a
great conspiracy against the constitution, and
do not let us regard 'ca sstitution" as a long,
abstract word. 1 niaa this bas been a con-
spiracy against o-a- w'ay of lii e, against the
metbod wve have a-,lopted of living fogether.
V.ben this Lreach olf the law, this suspension
of the executioin of the law, is (arried out
xvithout excuse a-éil wviibout apology-I
should not say %vithout excuse, but witbout
reason-it gives Pise to suspicion.

[Mvr. Macdonneli <Greenwood).]

So far as I can see, t-here really bas been
no attempt to meet the real question. The
ministers went up various blînd alleys, but
they did not deal with the real point. I tbink
I amn correct in saying that no serious attempt
bas been made to answer the accusation of
suspension of the execution of the law. That
is what I mean when I say that I consider
there has been a éonspiracy against the law;
and the worst of it is that the conspiracy bas
been carried out by men wbom we like and
want to trust, men of reputation. One of the
few Latin quotations I remember f rom the
many hours I spent studying that language
is corruptio opfiini pessima, whicb means that
there is notbing s0 bad as a very good thing
wben it is corrupted.

So I say this bas been a conspiracy against
the constitution. I do not tbink we would
bave been so mucb worried if it had been
carried on by a lot of -ren with no reputation,
who could have been easily disregarded by
the public, who would have carried no weight.
What bothers me is that men of higb reputa-
tion-and deservedly so-come into this bouse
xvitb no apology to offer for doing what
Charles I lost bis bead for.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I bave spoken longer
than I had intended; I am afraid perhaps my
feelings have run away witb me a littie, but
I do feol very deeply about this. I do not
tbink it is any joke. I thought many of the
things that were said in defence of the
government's action were trivial in the
extreme. As I have said, I believe we are
living in a time o! danger. The other day
I read a book by one of the greatest living
scholars in wbicb the future of parliament
was dîscussed. He felt that it was an open
question wbether parliament and parlia-
mentary government as we bave it could
survive for very long. He pointed out that it
hiad given indigestion to nearly ail the
European countries tbat had tried to absorb
it, and that it is in effect over a very small
portion of the eartb's surface; and I recail
once more what I said about communism
and the answer to it.

I cannot hope that my words will carry
far, but I express the earnest hope that the
press, tbe pulpit and the universities o! tbis
country will not let this matter rest, tbat
leaders of public opinion will 50 deal witb it
that no government ever again will dare take
similar action. Tbis government bas given no
assurance, no apology, no promise for the
future. I hope what bas been done bere will
become sufficiently registered in the public
mind so that the expression of public opinion
will be such that no governiment in future
will dare repeat what bas been done here.
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