
CONMMONS
J)oeîestic Coal .supply

In my last review of the coal situation on
May 24 1 referred chiefly to the position with
regard to the supply of coal for industrial
use. 1 did advise the bouse briefly of the
domestic position and stated that it mighit
weil be that the househiold consumer would
have to reduce his fuel consumption in the
coming winter.

Sinco that time the anthracite miners in
the Uinited States ceased work on May 30.
Wbile it lias been reported that production
will start in these mines on June 10, this
stoppage of production bas accentuated the
short supply situation in domestic fuel and
there may not ho sufficient of this type of
fuel to give every customer bis full supply.

Lt bias been the practico for miany bouse-
hoiders to order and accept deliver-y of their
winterls requirements ot coal during the
sumimer months. It is evident that whien the
su.pply of preferred coals is short this practice
will, unless controlled, load to a situation
whero some housebolders have a full supply
and others wbo, for one reason or another,
caunot order tbeir supply in the summer, tvill
ho unable to secure their fair proportion.

Lt bias been docided, therefore, to put out,
an order restricting the delivery of coal for
domestic or bousobold consuimption. Since the
future supply position tvill remnain uncertain
for some time to tome, it bias been necessarvý
to divide the season into two parts. The order
prot ides that no dealer may deliver nor may
any consumer accept, before Novemibor 1.
1946. more than sixty per cent of bis normai
annual requirements of the preferred classes of
ýcoal otherwise defined as class A fuel. The
consumer mav, at, bis option, socure in this
period an additional twenty) pur cent of bis
annual fuel requirements in the form of othor
coals. Lu other w ords, the consumer may,
before -November 1, ordcr and store eighty
ýper cent cf bis total annual needs. but only
seventy-fit o per cent of the coal hie ýncures iu
tis period may be class A fuel, whîcb cor-
responds to sixty per cent cf bis total annual
noeds of the preferred type cf ceaIl.

l3efore Noecmlxr 1 1 slîall bu ii a posit ion
t o sec w bat. tan lbc dont to niakec iip the
halance r-cqniircd. and I would assure the lîoun(e
t ha evc iv possile ffort w ilI ho mnade te
provile additional supplies before that, dat t.

Mcasurcs bave hotu taken to dix ert froin
the railways in w ctcrn Canada a oupl f
lov volatile briquet tes wlîbareatptlt
as a replacemcnt for the cla-.s A fiiels. as
defincd in the order cf 1a4t Yce r and are
inchiîde-d as a c1,aýs A fîî I in the nev; orde c.
Iti also expectcd that therc w jîl hoc a su-
stantial increase iii tht otutput cf therse
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briquettes as soon as the ntcessary construction
matorial tan ho secuircd. Ste.ps are alsc being
taken to increaso the output cf other western
coals botb to preteýct the consumners in western
Canada and to protide some surplus for move-
ment to Ontario. It must ho realiztd, how-
ever, that tht moa'ement east of any large
tonnage of ceal will couflict wvith tht meve-
ment of grain, and net only will it net ho
diffituit to coordinate these two volume move-
monts te seture tht most, efficient use cf the
at'ailable transportation, but there is aIse a
definite limait te tht tonnage which can ho
mot ed betause of the limit set by the rail-
way facilities availablo.

In conclusien, I would adt ise the bouse that
the situation is grave and tbat unless there is
somoe improvemont, in tht near future it
probably will ho necossary te take other and
mere sevore measures toeonsure a fair and
equitablo distribution ef the fuel that is
ax ailable.

Mr. BLACK (Cumberland) :Is tht minister
able te make a, statement on the additienal
tonnage of coal frem Nova Setia that will
ho available in the erdinary course tbis soasen
fer shlipment te ýcentral Canada?

Mr. HOWE: I shall be glad te make
inquirios. Tht output of Nova Scotia coal bas
inxproved considernbly. I shall require advice
boforo I can answer the question.

Mr. LOCKIIART: May I sugg-est te the
minister that tbe instructions sent eut make
cloar wbether deliveries can be made cencur-
rently cf class C and class A fuel, or whotber
it is permissible te deliver themn separately
as the dealer may desire? There was consider-
able confusion ever that last year.

Mr. FULTON: In view of the emergoncy
outlined in tht minister's statemont, xviii the
governmont consider granting an increase in
the subsidy on ceai te entourage production
in smail or marginal mines?

Mr. HOWE: Tht ceai controller is con-
stantly in toucb with mines cf tht ciass men-
tiened, and is using bis best discretion te do
wbat is necossary in that regard.

RESEARCH COUNCIL

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-PRESIDENTS AND

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ETC.

The botîso resumed from Monday. Junie 3,
consideration cf tht motion cf Mr. Hetve for
t1tv, stecn Iti-zil iig eof hbill Xo. 154, tu, a moud
tht Researchi Counicil Att.

Hon. C. D. IIOWE (Mii;ter of Recon-
strutetion and Supply): Ln tht remarks made
on the resolution whicbi preceded tht bill, I


