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began, and while pcrhaps the wbole bouse
must to some extent share responsibility for
this situation, I believe the Prime Minister
and ail hon. members ivili agrea tbat in view
of the huge increases in governmental expen-
ditures the country will expect the fullest
possible scrutiny of these outlays, in the
public interest. In my opinion the reference
of the auditor general's report to the public
accounts committee should be an annual
automatie procedure in the same fashion that
the annual report and accounts of the Cana-
dian National Railways are referred eacb year
to tlic railway committea.

Ilight Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): My impression had been
that evcry year the auditor general's report
bas been referred to the public accounts
committea. No motion in that regard bas
been made thus far, but I shaîl undertake to
sec that the report tablcd this ycar is
refarred to the committea.

OFFICE ECONOMIES CONTROL
REFERENCE TO PRESS REPORT AS TO STATEMENTS

0F COLONEL JOHN THIOMPSON

On the orders of the day:
Mr. CORDON GRAYDON (Leader of tbe

Opposition) :I should like to direct the atten-
tion of the Prime Minister to a press report
appearing in last evening's Ottawa Journal,
in whichi Colonel John Thompson, director
of govornment office economy control, is
reported to have saîd that hie foundi it
increasingly impossible to cope witb aIl the
crazy waste and extravagance, and tbat
evasion. subterfuge and outrigbt trickery are
being used te nullify bis work. When the
public accounts committee is convcned I
would asIc that Colonel Tbompson be
summoned as a witness.

Rigbt Hon, W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): The words quoted by my
bion. friend make if appear as tbough hae were
seeking to give information rather than obtain
it. Howcvcr I sball Icave it to my colleague
the Minister of National War Services to
reply to bis question.

Hon. L. R. LaFLECHE (Minister of
National War Services): I may tell my bion.
friand that I did nlot bear of tbe subi ect
matter of tbe newspaper article in question
until late yesterday afternoon, wben I imme-
diately instituted inquiries. Wben I did se
I bad in mind tbat it would nlot be fair to
take for granted everytbing stated in the
article. Tbe director of economies has
already informed me tbat hie does nlot give
Etatements to tbe press. I also bad in mind

[Mr. Graydon.]

tbat members of the public service of Canada
generally would feel that they bad been
condemncd publicly without being given the
opportunity to state their sida of the case
to the responsible officiaIs, or f0 the ministers
of the several departmants of govcrnmcnt in
question.

I also had in mmnd that the best, if nlot
indeed the only method of cffccting economies
is to explain ncw and cheaper methods of
administration and to try for cooperation
wbich, in my opinion, is always forthcoming
when a reasonable and timcly appeal is made
to our loyal and patriotie service, kýnown as
the civil service body.

It also came to my mind that the govern-
ment itself, in desiring te practise cconomy,
bad been responsible for setting up the
directorate in question. I also rcniembered
having offered to give my support to the
director to the end of lielping bimi to make a
success of wvhat is indeed a vary difficult task,
due te the very great variety of questions and
prohlcms whieli must be, and are, brought to
bis attention. If was also borne in upon me
that should there be any evasion, subterfuge
or trickery tbe Minister of National War
Services should ha the first person to hear
of if. I also realized tbat the heavy work of
the war-time departments cannot ha donc
without the necessary tools. Modemn adminis-
trative practice deoîaids certain information,
office appliances, equipmcnt, plans, and means
of communicating rapidly sometimes, and
sometimes te large numbers of persons
concarncd.

I think the proper objective is to bclp in
such way that the work can ba done well,
smootbly and at a minimum of cost. I balieve
I may add that if is well known te the director
of economies that if ha neads addîtional staff
be bas but to ask for it, when I will immadi-
ately take up the need ivitb the civil service
commission.

On tbe orders of tbe day:
Mr. J. G. DIEFENBAKER (Lake Centre):

I sbould lika to ask a question of the Minister
of National War Services in connection witb
tbe statemant made by Colonel Thompson, the
government economias director. I read tbis
for the purpose of asking the minister wbetber
the rather astounding allegation made is in
accordance witb tbe facts.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Tbe minister
bas dealt witb that already.

Mr. DIEFENBAKER: It bas nlot been
desît with and tbat is the reason I am bring-


