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advantage of by what I might eall the in-
terests that are to be investigated? Is that
the meaning?

Mr. BUREAU: If my right hon. friend
will alloiv me, there is a rule of the House
1which provides that, when a minister of
the Crown desires to Iay on the Table a re-
turn which is flot the subject of an order a
motion for return may be opposed on the
giound of publie policy. Such, for instance,
as that it is flot in the publie interest. The
object of Mr. Preston's inquiry was to find
out whether there was ground for an investi-
gation by a commission.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: Was Mr. Preston
appointed under the Inquiries Act?

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: R1e was
appointed by the Minister of Trade and
Commerce to gather information with a view
to ascertaining, in the flrst instance, whether
the government would bc justified in going the
length of appointing a royal commission to
make this inquiry.

Mr. MEIGIIEN: I do flot know what
statutory authority there could have been
for his appointment as investigator, and the
payment of salary, unless it was under the
Inquiries Act.

Mr. BUREAU: That is not the question
I arn discussing now. The question is whether
it is in the public interest to disclose the
report made by Mr. Preston, and the ground
taken by the government is this. We desired
llrst to know whether there was ground for
an investigation, as the resuit of complaints
made by shippers Vhat they were not being
treated properly by carriers. We did not want
to go to the expense of having a commission
appointed to go fishing, as was sa, often the
case in past years, and so Mr. Preston was
appointed to make a preliminary report. We
have this report, and we do not think it is
in tbe public interest, and I think my hon.
friend would agree with me, that the facts
on which we decided that an investigation
should be held should be given to the press
at this time to inflame public opinion. Their
publication would, of course, give risc to a
general discussion by the public. If you are
going to, apprehend somebody, you do not
advertise that fart. You do not tell a smug-
gler that you are going to the magistrate to
get a warrant out. The Prime Minister has
already stated that when the commission
makes its report, the facts upon which. we
saw fit to have a commission appointed will
be made public and if the facts given by
Mr. Preston do not justify the appointment
of a commission, then will be the time to
criticise.

Mr. BAXTER: I do not want to appear
in any false position with regard to this. I
have asked for information that I think the
bouse is entitled to. If the Prime Minister
is putting it on the ground that it is against
the public interest to make this disclosure,
I can understand that. H1e and bis goveru-
ment will take the responsibility and they
will be perfectly correct in that course. But
what I do flot understand is why the first
answer sbould have been that the publica-
tion of the report might injure the accused,
and the second answer be that to bring down
this report might help the accused to get
some information.

Mr. GRAHAM: Botb are possible.

Mr. BAXTER, My obj oct, as one member
of this parliament, was if there are combines
or irregularities going on, to help bring the
facts to the light, and I want to know what
is being done towards that end. If it is not
in the public interest that I should know at
this time, I arn content to, let the motion
drop.

Motion dropped.

UNOPPOSED MOTIONS FOR PAPERS

NOVA SCOTIA-RULE 0F ROAD

Sir HENRY DRAYTON:
For a copy of ail papers, correspondence, letters,

documents, and other writings relating to the disal-
lowance of an act of the legielature of Nova Scotis
clianging the Rule of the Road, and for a copy of
the opinion of the Department of Justice respecting
the question of disallowimg such legisiation.

NOVA SCOTIA STATUTE

Sir HENRY DRAYTON:
For a copy of ail papers, correspondence, letters,

documents, and other writings relating to, the disallow-
ance of a statute of the legisiature of Nova Scotia,
being Chapter 177 of the statutes enacted ini the year
1921, and entitled "An Act ta, Vest Certain Lands in
Victoria County in Jane E. Machei."

P.C. 156

Mr. BLACK (Yukon):
For a return showing:
1. The record of the proceedings of a sub-committee

of the Privy Council appointed under P.C. 1566, May
12, 1921, to whom was referred the matter of arriving
at a scale of fees charged by the government for
liceoses, permit@, leases, etc.

2. The reports and recommendations of ail depart-
ment officers miade ta council or ta any minister con-
cerning said matter.

3. The names and offices held by ail departmental
officers who inquired into and reported on said subject.

4. The report recommending the scale of feus charged
by the government for recording trensfers and other
documents under the regulations to-.ernint quartz
mining dlaims in Yukon Territory.


