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into force. The hon. member for York (Mr. J will be my last. The hon., gentleman says
Foster) stated we wanted to get away from if we adopt this Bill we will be abdicating
the difficulty. Sir, this question is full of our rights to determine the franchise for
ditficulties. it is surrounded with difieul- the purposes of this Parliament. But we
ties ; and no people know it better than hon. will keep our control over the lists.
gentlemen opposite. since, after a trial of
their own law for twelve years, they ad. Mr. POSTER. How do we keep control
mitted that they had fnot found the true over the lists?
solution of the question. and another law The PRIME MINISTER. I will show
was to be desired. Nothing can be more it very plainly. When this sovereign Par-
coneiusive than that this question is one lamnent
of very serlous difficuities. What should'sy hlit o eetosfrtiofer serTios dthicuiestin. Wt po-louse shall be those of the local legislatures
we do ? That whiche qsino Wthe pro~ this Parliament exercises its owu power as
pose aemed has i meri f it were to say we shall have this or
if no other merits are visible to the naked that franchise of our own.
eye, that it bas been lu operation nineteen
years aînd given satisfaction. I propose to Mr. F'fSTER. Willih hon. gentleman
revert to it. But 'I come back to the pro- allow me at question?
position laid down by the hon. member for The PRIMIE MINiSTER. Very well.
Kent. N.B. (Mr. Meclnerney). Suppose we,
were to adopt ianhood suffrage as a prin- Mr. POSTER. The hon. gentleman says
ciple. would that relieve us of the diffi- that if we useý our power to fix these local
culties ? I do nlot say but that perhaps it lists as fthe lists which shall rule in Do-
would relieve us of sone difficulties, but minion elections, do we not abdicate our
not of all the difficulties of the case. Me- power to that extent,?
cause if we adopt manhood suffrage as the Some hon. MEMBERS. No.
Dominion franchise. stIll we would have to
provide for thec preparation of the lists. Mr. FOSTER. You do not on one con-

An hon. MEMBE\R. Registration. dition, and -I want to know if fthe hon.
gentleman is prepared to subscribe to that

The PRIME 3M1NISTER. I do not care condition. Do you propose after delegating
whethier you call it registration or prepara- that power to local legislatures and adopt-
tion of the lists ; we would have to follow ing their lists as the franchise list for this
the electors at an expenditure of time and Parliament, to say that there shall be no
money. If I remember rightly. if is not change sin those lists by the local legislatures,
long ago in this House I beard the system except by permission of this Parliament on
o! registration denounced by no less anli the one sie ; or do you propose next year
authorit y than the leader of the Opposition. to corne and take the power ouf of thec hands
He denounced it as in force in Ontario, of those local legislatures ? If you do not,
where if does not apply to allfthe muni- you have delegated your power, which you
cipalities, but only ln cities and towns. It have a righit to do, but you have abrogated
will be in the recollection of hon. ruembers your power as regards any future usefulness.
that fthe' leader o! the Opposition on that
occasion attacked the system of registra- Thue PRIMIE MINISTER. It is easy for
tion prevailing in towns and cties. If we hon. gentlemen opposite to pick flaws and
were to adopt muanhood suffrage it woufld create difficulties. but after ail we muet
have to be done under a systemn o! regis- suppose there is somne reason and conscience
tration. and you would have the evils of in then. Local legislatures are likely to re-
that system extended all over the country, present fthe people o! the province ; they are
not only in towns and cities, but in fthe elected f0 represent fthe samne people we
municipalities. Sir, i repeat what I said represent here, and no .other people. It le
a moment ago, this question is one full of supposed, and it is nof a very violent sup-
difficulties. How are we to meet itf? We position to make, thecy will exercise that
propose a system which has been in opera- power in the very best interests of their
tion for nineteen years hiere. We propose: constituents, according to their judgment
a sysfem that lias been in operation lu the and light. It is supposed they will adopt
United States ever since the establishment fthe best franchise to suit the province. But
of flic constitution. If there is anything I will go further. Let us suppose that
better to be offered, I should like it now everything flic hon. gentleman anticipates
to be offered ; but if we are only asked to î and dreads will take place, that the legisla-
adopt a system o! registration, it wll not turc will actually be guilty of fraud--I wil
at ail remedy fthe evil, if wll not releve go as far as fraud-ln order to secure power
the expenditure necessary to-day ; but if and injure this Parliament, Parlament has
thc House adopt flic principle o!f the Bilh we always ln ifs own hands fthe power fo meet
propose. we shalh have a list prepared writh-; fraud by counter legislation. It ls because
out any trouble, without any expenditure, I we believe and suppose that the local legis-
and we will have. I beleve, fh best system latures willi acf as fhy have been acting,
of franchise and preparation o! lists the lu the best inferests of their own constitu-
country has had so far. I want to say Ients, that we are acting ln this way. In
a word more fo my hon. friend, and it j1885 fthe hegislature o!f the province o! Que-


