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elso he has seen to, that justice bas been done to the pro- I supposed, were fitted for the place, as men among whom
prietary of the Short Line. We bave also got a new the choice, if any, would be made; we have not conceale
Minister of Agriculture. My hon. friend the member for our appreciation of their qualities and abilities to fill thai
London (Mr. Carling) was well qualified for that office. office, but the Ministry scrupulously determining to giv
Bis well-known interest in one of the great cereals of the us the very best available talent, felt it was nocessary t<
country was a strong reason why he should be Minister of look outside for the bright light which could not be found ir
Agriculture. I have keard him called tho King of the Barley the phalanx from Nova bootia of patient supporters of th
Market, and ho is also a large farmer; but I regret to see Government who have patiently endured many things for à
that what sometimes happons to Us politicians, that just as long time to reap this reward. As a lawyer the hon. gentle
soon as we reach a position we abandon the training, which man has come to the front with a bound over many heads; a
was supposed to be our qualification, bas happened in bis a legislator ho begins bis federal career at once as Minister
case. Th hon. gentleman has actually, in the interest of It was a bold stop, justified, no doubt, by that superior talen
London and the Militia Department, sacrificed a large which is so soon to bc exhibited by the hon. gentleman, an
portion of his farm just as ho bas become Minister of I have very little doubt, from all I have heard, that ho will
Agriculture. I regret it, because I think the country bas fill the office extremely creditably. But whence corne
feit that the hon. gentleman should rather engage further he? Whence, I say, does ho come ? le comes from th(
in agricultural pursuits, instead of selling at au alarming bench of justice. Who would have thought it ? What did
sacrifice a large portion of his farm. If ho were stilt hon. gentleman opposite say of a thon unhappy gentleman
engaged in cultivating it, I feel that the honest tiller of who thought it his duty to submit the name of a judg
the soil would have greater confidence in him as Minister for the office of Attorney-General for Ontario. They slangec
of Agriculture. That is not all. I am told the hon. gentle- me-not bore, of course, because we do not use slang here-
man, still in the interest of London and the public, is propos. but outside I was slanged in the country in good set
ing to sel] a large portion of bis farn to the Canadian Pacifie terms for many long years for that. I was told thai
Railway, and presently the hon. gentleman-who was a large I had degraded the bench, that I bad soiled th
farmer, and so, I feIt, had a very proper claim to be hitherto unspotted ermine, that I had created a feeling
Ministor of Agriculture-will be a farmer without a farm. I of want of confidence on the part of the people i
regret this, because I would like the hon. gentleman to the judges of the land, that I had rendered it impossible for
retain as many titles to public confidence in his capacity the judges to conduct impartially the trials of election cases.
of Minister of Agriculture as possible, but ho seems to rue I bad been guilty of unconstitutional and republican prac
to dispose of his titles in a very lavish way. In a few weeks tice; i had degraded public morality; I had done a thing
ho makes great sacrifices in the interest of bis constituency which no honest man could do other wise than condemn
and the public in these transactions, and no one can be sur- This was the language which was used toward me because
prised, under those circumstances, that he is so popular and I gave that advice which was followed by the elevation of
strong in his constituency of London. The hon. gentleman Mr. Mowat to the Attorney-Generalship of Ontario, and il
has since dabbled in statistics, and we have had a number was used towards me by the supporters of bon. gentlemen
of statements as to the prospects and operations of the coun- opposite and by their organs. I remember, in this chamber,
try in the varions Departments administered by him. I am the present Chief Justice of Nova Scotia-I remember the
glad to se hoe is so diligent in that portion of the Depart- Hon. James Macdonald, thon filling the office the hon.
ment to which ho belongs. I do not think bis predecessor, gentleman now fills, with all the weight and dignity which
in all the long years ho was Minister, ever gave to the public is due to that position, denouncing me for this act. I
such an amourit of statistics as the hon. gentleman has in a remember hearing Sir Charles Tuppur, very shortly after it
few weeks. This is encouraging, because we bave often was consummated-for 1 believe that is the proper word to
wanted statistics from the bon. gentleman's prodecessor apply to such an unhallowed deed-usinig this language
on this foor, aid now we are going to get them towards me on the public hustings:
from the bon. gentleman. We have restored to us "He trusted that when a judge came to decide as to which prty hadthe Department of Justice, of which we were for some time a majority, it would not be under a conviction that bigh political honora
deprived. That is a very important department. I always awaited him on one aide or the other to reward him for his subserviency.
regretted the fact that it left this flouse, not so much with (Loud cheers). If ever there was a law which struck a dangerous blow

.t m a aat the independence and purity of the bench, it would be that which
reference to its strictly ministerial and departmnental work, would allow the ermine to be sullied by a partisan decision. The
as with reference to the legislative work. There is no moment a precedent was established, and the moment a great Province
doubt whatever that the Minister of Justice ought fittingiy like Ontario sanctioned the precedent, the dangerous precedent, that a

judge might forsake the bench and enter into the troubled and muddyto occupy a place in that body in which circumstances seemn waters ofpolitical strife, that momenta blow was struck atthecharacter
to demand the vast mass of the legislation of the country of the judiciary, and that confidence was shaken which every one ought
should be initiated and receive its principal sifting, and that, to repose in those whowere called on to perform those high duties."
as a parliamentary officer, we want him bore. The Govern- Thon as to the organs. The Mail on 25th October, 1872,
ment felt that, I presume, and they decided they would no said :
longer deprive us of the benefit of that oficer, and doter-
mining to supply us with that officer, they made the "But, from a higher than a persenal standoint, thi nking men in Ca-

nada will condemn the new ap pointment. When once a barrister suc-choice they did, I congratulate the bon. incumbent of ceeding to the post as his rig it [sall 1 read Thompson or Mowat]
the office. He enters federal politics, as the French would when once a barrister succeeding to a post as bis right from among the
say, by the great gate; for him there is no apprenticeship in law officers of the Crown, or selected for especial fitness, displayed in

Parl .Te t p d the conduct of non-political business, bas beenp romoted to the bench,our Paliament. There is certainly a period during whie we in Canada have thought that he put off a i political bias, that ho
filled a provincial office creditably, and received certain other fßnng away with his barrister's gown even the recollection of party
trainirg to which I shall presently allude; but, as far as fede- struggles, and relegated political preferences to a limbo, whence only
ral politics are concerned, he comes into Parliament as the tiatr ighturecoard ofhunspotted e hneth ht i the saient feature n
incumbent of the important officer of Minister of Justice, administration of justice in Canada from that of the United States.
without passing through any apprenticeship in this louse. The action of Mr. will be a rude shock to this faith which bas
No greater compliment could bo paid to a public man. The been so blindly and so universally entertained. Latent in him judicial

composition under cynical garb or impartiality must have lurked all theGovernment folt the officewas important; they felt that no old preferences ani animosities, and all his warmest sympathies and
one was available in Parliament and that they had to look anti athies."
outside. We have looked upon gentlemen opposite belonging "l r. wil have on1ly. himself to thank if any of the deci-
tothd e essiokhiche on. gentlemn do st an , adsins he bas rt centy given are viewed with suspicion or are actuallyte the profession which the bon, gentleman adorns, and who, called in question.">
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