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Then, on the 13th October, I find the following:-

"Sm-I have the honor, by direction of the Minister of the Interior,
to acknowledge the receipt, through you, of a petition, dated the 4th
ult from 47 French half-breeds, on the subject of certain lands on the
Saskatchewan, in the district of Prince Albert, on which they have
squatted

" In reply, I am directed to request you to inform the petitioners that
when the proper time artrives the case of each bona fid settler will be
dealt with on its own merits; but, sa regards the surveying of the land
in qiestion, that all lands in the North-WestTerritories will be surveyed
according to the system now in force.

"I have the honor to be, Sir,
" Your obedient servant,

"LINDSAY RUSSELL,
"IDeputy inister Interior.'

This reply was given after several applications. And now,
on the 23rd December, 1884, just three months before the
rebellion broke out, Major Crozier had a gentleman named
S. Gagnon employed gathering information with regard to
the trouble, and he reported to Major Crozier :

"1A far as I can see, the chief grievances of the half-breeds is that
they are afraid that the Government will not sanction the way they,
amongst themselves, have agreed to take their homestead-ten chains
of frontage on the river by two miles back."

ALd yet the Minister tells us that those narrow lots
were respeoted. To make the matter stili stronger, one
month after the rebellion had broken out and after valuable
lives had been lost, one of the commissioners sent up
writes to the Government:
• " Our proposai is to give each occupying lake front half-breed 160

acres homestead free, allowing to retain the few acres fronting lake or
river now held in occupation -

Not free, remember, but-
CI on payment of $1 an acre within two years, patent for whole to be
retained until payment is made; cases few and act eage small, but con-
cession will do good. Feeling here now very satisfactory."
aere is the answer to that:

" Your proposal as to small water frontages approved. You should
declare that area of each shall not exceed forty acree, to prevent incon-
venience in other parts of the country."
That is signed by the Minister of the Interior, and yet, in
the face of all that, the Minister of the Interior tell, us
that, where these parties had settled on these narrow front-
ages, their settiements were respected and the linos run
accordingly, and yet, when the rebellion occurred, they had
not got further than selling them forty acres for 81 an acre
and giving thom ICO res perhapg miles away. In the
face of those documents, I will leave the flouse to judge
how much value can be attached to the statements of the
Miniser.

House divided on amendment of Mr. Mills.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. I might state that it is
hoped that His Excellency will prorogue Parliament at
five O'clock tO-day. When the House adjourns, I will move
that it stand adjourned to eleven o'clock this morni»g.

House again resolved itself into Committee of Supply.

(In the Committee.)

Sir RICHARD CA RTWRIGHT. I woald say to the
Minister of Finance that some of these items I do not feel
disposed to diqcuss at present, but I must reserve the right
to discuss them fully on concurrence, if one wishes to do
s0. That is distinctly understood.

Mr, McLELAN. Yes.
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Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. On whose recommen-
dation are these increases of salary to officers in the Library
proposed ?

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The Joint Committee.

Sir RICHA RD CARTW RIGHT. Because a good many
of these increasos appear to be runn ing up the rates a good
deal above what they were formerly, Formerly we used
to buy 300 copies of this Dominion Annual Register, and I
think that is quite enough. Yon seem to be adding 100
here without rhyme or reason, to the amount that was for-
merly purchased.

Mr. CAMERON (Middlesex). 1 think one copy of this
work would be too many. It ie written by a man already
in the employ of the Government, and I do not think we
should pay him so much money for work of thie character.

Mr. AUGER. Here is an item to pay for 150 qf Mr.
Faucher de St. Maurice's work on Parliameitary Proce-
dure. I would like to ask the Miniuter what ho koews
about this book ?

Sir HECTOIR LANGEVIN. This is a book on Palia.
mentary Procedure and- Parliamentary Government. It is
a very useful book of reference.

Mr. AUGER. I have a copy of the book here, and it
contains only reports of the decisions of the Speaker of the
Province of Quebec. It i@ printed in both languages one
purporting to be a translation of the other. In some piaces,
the English differs altogother from the French, and when in
English the decision of the Speaker is against the motion,
in French the same diecision is translated as in favor of the
motion. There are several such instances. In one place,
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