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weapons, we would have achieved a great thing, not only in
terms of possible destruction of another war, but in terms
of the resources that would be freed for more useful purposes.

A great deal hinges on the attitudes of the Soviet Union, of
course, towards the est. ilow much progress have we made
towards niore normal relations ourselves with the Soviet Union?

Quite a bit. You look back at relations with the Soviet Union

in recent years. Ixpo 07 was a sort of a turning point.

Six thousand Soviet citizens came to Canada in connection with
Expo '67, had a good look at our country, and probably revised
their views about vhat we are like. And certainly it created

an atmosphere of good will and interest in Canada. In October

of 1969 I had lir. Gromylo here--the Soviet Ioreign Iliinister, and
at that time he extended an invitation to Ir. Trudeau to go to
the Soviet Union. The crisis we had over the lkidnapping prevented
Ir. Trudeau from going in 1970, but he!ll be going in 1971. This
would mark a new high point in our relationships. Iy colleague,
the liinister of Industry, Trade and Cormerce, I, Pepin, is

going over to loscow early in the new year to sign an agreenent
on co-operation and the industrial application of science and
technology. This would be the first inter-governmental agrecenent
on exchanges betueen the Soviet Union and Canada. ‘e've been
vorking with the Soviet Union on Pacific fisheries, and we’ve

had agreements with them there. So I thinl wefre maling progress.
There are bound to be conflicts, but we seen to be learning how
to deal with them. .This, I think, is an augury of good will

for the future. '

That brings up the subject of the United llations, and a year ago
you were rather critical of the perfornance at the U.N. Has
there been any narked improvement, in your view?

Vlell, a remarkable thing happened this vear in the United Nations.
I remember when the session began people were rather pessinistic
about what nmight be donc this year. 1In fact, a great deal was
acconiplished. liot spectacular thincs. The United Hations
didn’t end the Viet llan war, or the liiddle East ‘Jar, but it

did somec very useful things, particularly in the f{ield of the
disarmanent of the scabed, in thelaunching of the Sccond
Developnient Decade, in the field of the envivonnent. ‘hile
there vras a good deal of pessinisn about the Twenty-Tifth
Anniversary celebrations and some disappointrment that more of
the world figures didn't energe, and appear Leforec the United
lations and male their specches, it wasn't a bust after all.

‘Jle have been noving ahead with our initiatives in trying to
inprove the procedures. As I said a year azo, the United
llations is in danger of drowning in a sea of words. ‘e spent a
good many riore words deciding what to do about it, but at any
rate, we've nowy got a resolution approved which authorizes a
study of these drocedures and presumably there will be sone
inprovement there. There was also an agrecement that the
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