SPECIAL SESSION - 22nd PARLIAMENT

THE SITUATION IN HUNGARY

Following is the text of a statement in the House of
Commons by the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration,
the Hon. J, W, Pickersgill, on Monday, November 26,1956,

"I am going to try, as objectively and dispassion-
ately as I can, to expluin the situation &s it has
been reported to me and as I understand it what is
the precise problem. I shall try as precisely as I
can to indicute what the government of Cunada has so
far done about it,

£8 hon. members know, the Russiscns roved against
Hungery on Siunday, Noverber 4, and they began shooting
down people in a frightful ranner, not only in EBudapest
but all over Hungary. islrost irmediately there was
a streun of refugees across the nustrian border, a
strear which has not ceased to flow, & stream which with
every day thet passes is creating more difficult problens
for the governcent of :ustria. .ustria has improvised
camps for the temporary relief of these refugees, and
it is their desire to get the people out of those camps
end moved to some other country just as quickly as
possible. It is not that they sre not hospitable, it
is simply theat they want to use their limited resources
in order to take care of the new people who are crossing
the border,

On the rorning of November 6 I issued instructions
to our office in Viennu that priority was to be civen
to e:rplicutions frox these Hunsarian refugees, that any
such aplications were to be processed at once, und
that i there were other thines the .. .strian rovernrent
viented us to do in order to help in this ratter our
officers were to let us know what they were. They
were to advise &s quickly es they could how much extra
staff would be required, and they were civen full
euthority to engure &ny local help that was necessary.
They were told thet we would trensfer staff from any
other oifice in Zurope without lelay, ¢nd regerdless
of whether it impeded other operations, in order to
cope with whatever flow of refugees there night bve.




