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ANNEX 9

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Annex is to contribute to the achievement of the General and
Specific Objectives of this Agreement by coordinating efforts to identify, quantify,
understand, and predict the climate change impacts on the quality of the Waters of
the Great Lakes, and sharing information that Great Lakes resource managers
need to proactively address these impacts.

B. Programs and Other Measures

The Parties shall take into account the climate change impacts on the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of the Waters of the Great Lakes and shall
consider such climate change impacts in the implementation of this Agreement.

The Parties, in cooperation and consultation with State and Provincial
Governments, Tribal Governments, First Nations, Métis, Municipal
Governments, watershed management agencies, other local public agencies, and
the Public, shall use their domestic programs to address climate change impacts
to achieve the objectives of this Agreement.

The Parties shall communicate and coordinate binationally regarding ongoing
developments of domestic science, strategies and actions to build capacity to
address the climate change impacts on the Great Lakes Basin Ecosystem.

Recognizing that climate change has an impact on Great Lakes water quality and
water quantity, the Parties shall ensure that their actions taken pursuant to this Annex
are coordinated, as appropriate, with the water quantity management actions taken
by or in conjunction with the International Joint Commission.




