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Article 12 — The distinctive emblem

Under the direction of the competent authority concerned, the
distinctive emblem of the red cross, red crescent or red lion and
sun on a white ground shall be displayed by medical and religious
personnel and medical units, and on medical transports. It shall
be respected in all circumstances. It shall not be used improperly.

PART IV
CIVILIAN POPULATION

Article 13 — Protection of the civilian population

1. The civilian population and individual civilians shall enjoy
general protection against the dangers arising from military
operations. To give effect to this protection, the following rules
shall be observed in all circumstances.

2. The civilian population as such, as well as individual civilians,
shall not be the object of attack. Acts or threats of violence the
primary purpose of which is to spread terror among the civilian
population are prohibited.

3. Civilians shall enjoy the protection afforded by this Part, unless
and for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.

Article 14 — Protection of objects indispensable to the survival of the
civilian population

Starvation of civilians as a method of combat is prohibited.
It is therefore prohibited to attack, destroy, remove or render
useless, for that purpose, objects indispensable to the survival of
the civilian population, such as foodstuffs, agricultural areas for
the production of foodstuffs, crops, livestock, drinking water
installations and supplies and irrigation works.

Article 15 — Protection of works and installations containing dangerous
Jorces

Works or installations containing dangerous forces, namely
dams, dykes and nuclear electrical generating stations, shall not



