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the 'Harmel Report,' called after the then
Foreign Minister of Belgium. In the same
period, efforts were undertaken to con-
vene the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), which
finally opened in Helsinki in 1973
involving not only ail members of the
two Alliances but also the neutral and
non-aligned countries In Europe. But the
West belleved that an improvement of
the political situation in Europe should
go hand in hand with a lessening of the
military confrontation on this continent.
And so, Western proposaIs to discuss
force reductions in Central Europe finally
led to the convening of our talks here.

The Western participants came to
Vienna in 1973 with great expectations,
and wlth the firmn resolve to avail them-
selves of this unique opportunity to con-
tribute to the strengthening of peace and
security in Europe. But at the same time
it was clear that embarking on this ven-
ture mneant breaking new ground, politi-
cally and milîtarily, conceptually and

the security considerations which are at
stake. But there has been more to it. ln
our talks we have proceeded weIl
beyond formai exchanges and have
undertaken thorough discussion of the
subjeot matter itself. And in doing this,
we have dlscovered that we were
indeed able to move dloser to each
other. Despite the great political and
practical difficulties, many points of con-
vergence have emerged, both at the
conceptual level and on conorete issues.
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some important problems remain which
East and West have not been able to
solve. Durlng our negotiations we have
ldentified main areas of particular diffi-
culty belng the data problem, the modali-
ties of verification, the geographical
factor and the question of the treatment
of armamrents. These points are well
known to aIl of us. At this moment, it is
enough for me to remark that for the
West these areas of disagreement
touch upon fundamental requirements
for its securitv. it le not a simole
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