
A researcher examines residue wood chips
such as are produced in most mil/s. These
residues could be used in biomass gasifica-
tion to produce fuel such as methane.

woods'like red maple, white birch and
beech. These species represent a valuable,
largely untapped resource. They make up
substantial portions of the eastern Can-
aclian mixed forest stands which pre-
dominate in southern locations close to
established transportation and markets.
Forintek has studied the use of these
species in the manufacture of waferboard.
These intolerant hardwoods can be used
in combination wvith poplar (the conven-
tional raw material for waferboard manu-
facture) in proportions up to 60 per cent
without any adverse effects on processing
conditions or product properties.

Poplar has also been studied and
evaluated at Forintek, particularly the
new fast-growing clones developed in
genetic and silviculture research programs
of the Ontario Ministry of Natural Re-
sources.

Procossing innovation
New and improved manufacturing pro-
cesses developed at Forintek result in
greater productivity and consequently in
better resource utilization. It has, for
instance, pioneered a novel system for
cutting lumber with a knife blade rather
than a saw. The lumber slicer, as it is
called, is operated with the application of
lateral pressure on the wood opposite the
knife allowing the knife to slice the wood
without splitting or bending. This system
has a number of advantages, the most
important being the elimination of
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