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curricula are'designed; it is common for.several firms to produce volumes which
‘they believe villlstand.a good chance of_adoption. After the winner is chosen,
the others have nojalternative but to attempt to peddle their wares to other - |
state andf(more’usuallj)'local adoption committeesvinian attempt to recover |
:  their investment.  Therefore, vith an eye tovthis'”escape route" for un-
successful contenders, volumes Hesignedvfor gnxbstate or local jurisdiction
tend‘to be”designed with the strong'feelings or prejudicesvof every other
jurisdiction borne'in.mind..il was told on several occasions thatvthe text-
‘books tend to cater to‘the lowest common denominator, with all posSihle
offending passages carefully screened out.» |
The point of the foregoing is that it is very questionable just how
formative a part American textbooks.play in school curricula. No,doubt for
practical'reasons, small local areas may tailorrtheir curricula with the
available textbooks in mind. Larger'areae which offer 1ucrative marketa,
however, appear to have considerably more influence on the publishers., In
brief, the message which the above information holds for a project like this
one is that, by and large, American schools _appear to get the curriculum and
textbooks that. the local*public bodies.wishfthem to have..»
It will be obvious that such a system is extremely sensitive to local
,political‘influence and even prejudice.. Even at the state level, the
: comparatively few rigid curriculum directions given are issued by the state
legislature rather than by the state department of education. " Thus these
directives also tend to be sensitive to political influence, and:the entire ,
question of affecting the curriculum becomes, in large part, one of affecting-
public and political appetite and pressure. The high degree of‘decentraliza-_
tion of control of curriculum merely compounds the problems;» When all is
sald and done, a hietory or. geography course muat be viewed 1in the full
knowledge that, in any case, it is likely to be an option for individual

students == a fact which hrings-the whole matter hack to the question of

public appetite.




