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mie of liaving violated the Seventh Commianidiient." Then lie

rushed iii to where I was, axîd roared out. -Whiat do you inean

by sayiîîg that I violate the sevenîli commnalidient?'' I saxv lie

was both excited and indignant, aîîd 1 replied. "Mr. Laird,
they do say that you somnetirnes bear false witness against your

political opponents. -' Well," said hie with a roar that came

pretty nearly shaking down the plastering, -what lias that got

to do \Vitll it. Voit insinuate that 1 have been cliarged withi

adultery.'' The thought fiaslied to ni\ iiiid iii a second that I

had mnade a iiiistake, and 1 rushed iiit the press room, and

began taking out the type. So I said to Mr. Laird what is the

mniher of the conimandmrent 1 should have referred 10, and lie

thouiglt for a moument aîîd then added, Ui te ýiglithi.' Being,
as I thouglit, an authority on the subject, I substituted the

IEighth,'' for the -' Se-venth.'' Buit not more than one hundrcd

copies wcre strLlck off than 1 heard Mr. Laird comning again like

a pile of brick froin a steep roof. - Why," said lie in thunider
tories -' Vou've got that wrong again ; I've turnied the Commnand-

ments tip, and I find you should have said the IlNinîli,'' The

Eighith Commalîdment refers 10 stealing. Whv you miiglît as

well say I arn a thief oulright. It's too bad." I IBless you, Mr.

Laird, its not rny fauit this lime; its your owvn. As an eider you

should have known better." -So ought you ini the first place,"

shouîed the irate editor--change it again-change il quick-

tliere's no time 10 be lost." So 1 rauiiin agaîn, stopped tic press

aîîd had it changed to the '' Niinîl,' but ixol before a hundred

copies or so were ruii off. Whien I returned I fotind Mr. Laird

sitîng down lu a deep studv. Looking up, lic said in the niosl

mouruful toue. Il was a mimaculous escape." Whien I got

alone and thought the malter over, 1 used to laugli to, think hiow

Ihat edfition went forth, soine of lte papers isinuatîug Ihat the

good man was an adtîlterer, some that lie was a thief aîîd somie

that lie was a bearer of false witncss against h is neighbor !

If Mr. Laird had been a vindictive mani, lie niiglit have

taken one of the first paliers that camne off the press, and lîad me

amrested for libel. But lie kuiew liow it ail came about, aiid lic

aftemward lauglied over it as heartily as a mai could.

Mr. Laird was not as good a wmitem iii iny day as hc was a


