
MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT IN ENGLAND.

The fixllowing notes on the functions of the varlous local
bodies ln Englanid are reproduced from a report on the
British Systemn of Local Government prepared by Mr. J.
D. Sifton for the, Indian government and published ln the
"Local Self-Government Gazette" of Ma~dras. With one or
.two àlght differences ln names, the systems of locaf go-
vernmïent in Scotland and Ireland, are the same as in Eng-
land.' It might also be sald that the controlling authority
for municipal government In England, is the Ministery of
Riealth (Old tltle Local Government Board.). under a res-
p.onsible- Minister ofý the Crown.

Parishes.
The.smallest unitIna Local Government (la Englaad) is

the parlsh. There are 1450prsewhich correspond
very roughly to the villages Ia India (and to rural muai-
cipal'ities in Canada). The business of the parish la con-
ducteëd elther by the parish meeting-an assembly of ail.
parochial electors-o-r, In. larger parishes, where this sys-
tem ls unsuitable, through elected parish councils. T'he
main duty of the parish is the appointment of overseers
to prepare valuation lisa and to correct the poor rate and
other rates. in addition the parish organisation looks after
aIl civil parish property such as village greens, agrIcultural
ailotments, parochial buildings and burial grounds and has
the important right of complaint to the superior authori-
ties in case the parish fiads itself neglected by the district
council ln the matter of water-silpp]Y, drainage, the closing
of tinhealthy dwellings or any other matter of sanitation,
or in the repair of the ronds. The parish itself bas no
duties unider the Plublic Health Âcts unless these. have
been delegated to it by the District Council. The parlsh
rate is the poor rate, which for parish purposes cannot
exceed 3d. ia the £ (Pound) apnn the value of rateable
hereditaments in the partah. But witb the poor rate the
overseers are requireit to collect the ratemoneys demandeit
by the Country Councils, Boards of Guardians. Rural Dis-
trict Councils and some other local authorities. Theqe au-
thorities issue "ýprecepts" upon the overseers are requireit
to levy a rate to cover the total of al such requisîtions.

Poor Law Union.
5. Above the 'parish comes the 'noûor law union" la rural

districts, This Is a grouping of a number of parishes
mqynrkAt town for the local administrationl

except ln the matter of certain exemptions. Both Urban
and Rural CouncilS have borrowi'ng powers subject to Go-
vernment supervision.

Municipal, and County Borougha.

'The Municipal borough is a glorified Urban Council
boastIng a Mayor and Corporation ln place of the Coun-
cillors and needs no special description. But in the County
boroughs (Which are, speaking roughly, towns with a po,
pulation of over 50,000) the duties and responsIbilities art
largely increased, as the Counity borough is exeluded from,
the administrative area, of the County ln which it la st-
tuated geographically and its Council undertakes ln. addi-
tien to its functions as a borough most cf the functions of
the County Council described ln the next paragraph.

County Councils.

The county Councils are elected bodies containing re-
presentatives from, ail part of the County. They were
instituted wlth the Intention that they shotild be ýsuper..
vising authorities over the nminor local authorities, but in
in addition to their duties of supervision they are also
burdened wth speoial duties In relation to santtation,
housing, town planning, highways and bridges, education
and economlc and social mnatters (old age Penlsions, health
insurance, etc.). The County Couincîl is ln charge of ail'
main roads and county bridges and ldooks after cattle

disease, asylums, smafl holdings and alliflments, maternity
and child welfare, tuberculosis treatment and certain other
matters. The principal County officiais are (1) the Clierk
of the Council who is also Cleric of the Peace, (2) the Me-
dicaî Officer of Health whose duty is to co-ordinate the
work of the Health Officers of the miner boites, to lnspect
their work, andt to move the County Council and the Mi-
nistry of He,%Ith ln case bis advice Is rejected upon matters
essential to public health, (3) the surveyor who 15 in charge
or ail eouxfty roads and buildings (4) the public analyst,
(5) the coroner, andt (6) Inspectors to complY with the
requirements of numerous enactmnents.

Other Local Bodies.

There are other local bodies appointed for sxpecial pu~r-
poses sucb as burial boards and joint' boards for drainage,
waterworks andt other services whlcb znay be common to
more than one local authority, but they are no part of the
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