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been entirely different. The probability is that any attempt
on my part to induce a council to depart from the straight
land tax would have met with failure, though the improve-
ment tax has undoubtedly done more than anything else to
help South Vancouver toward financial solvency.

‘“‘Then, consider for a moment the position of elected
councils in connection with tax sales, as compared with the
position of a government appointed commissioner. You all
know that the only strietly legal tax levy is that which calls
for the exact financial requirements of the year, neither
more nor less. It follows, therefore, that to meet the finan-
cial obligations of each year practically 100 per cent. of
the levy must be collected.

‘“This is so self-evident that taxpayers realizing the ne-
cessity for a 100 per cent. collection, would naturally expect
a government appointed commissioner to use all available
means to collect the maximum amount of eurrent taxes and

BANKING
SERVICE

With branches in every
important city and town
in Canada as well as in
Great Britain, the United
States, Newfoundland
and Mexico, this Bank is
in a position to afford
you a banking service
that is second to none.

THE CANADIAN BANK
OF COMMERCE

Head Office - Toronto

Capital, $15,000,000 Reserve Pund, $15,000,000
Total Assets over $440,000,000

INCORPORATED 13832

The Bank of Nova Scotia

OAPIAL i s iy e s $ 9,700,000
Reserve and Undevided Profits, over........$18,000,000

For 87 years The Bank of Nova Scotia has handled the
accounts of exporters and importers, fishing, lumber and ship-
ping companies on the Atlantic seaboard; for 25 years in New-
foundland and the British West Indies. They were first
established in Winnipe% in 1882 to take care of industry
peculiar to the West. hey have complete banking facilities
at their Vancouver Branches for the handling of commerce of
a maritime province such as British Columbia. Consult their

Managers.
BRANCHES IN VANCOUVER
602 Hastings Street West Granville and Davie Streets
N. W. BERKINSHAW, Mgr. DOUGLAS J. MAIR, Mgr.
JAMES A. FLOTT, Asst. Mgr.

to prevent the accumulation of arrears. Not to do so would
prove the incompetence of the commissioner to carry OU
the duties of his position. :
‘‘But, how have the elected councils of British Columbl,",
dealt with the collection of taxes during the past ten years "
the commissioner asked. ‘‘Did they avail themselves ©
their power to hold annual tax sales, in order to prevel
the accumulation of arrears, or did they postpone what was
regarded as an evil to be delayed as long as possible?

““Mr, Gillespie said: ‘‘The fact that the provincial 18
lature has recently abolished the option previously &1V°
to elected councils in the matter of tax sales, and has pass®’
legislation making tax sales each year compulsory, is abul :
ant evidence that the privilege prreviously granted Was
abused and that elected bodies failed to use the tax sales
a means of tax collection.

““And here let me anticipate possible criticism. It ma)i
be pointed out that during my first year in office as cO™
missioner in South Vancouver, I also failed to hold 2
sale. That is quite true and a word of explanation may %0
be altogether out of place.

‘I took office in May, 1918. My first business was t‘f
ascertain just exactly where South Vancouver stood ﬁf}”n
cially. I had a special audit made which took some tm®
but which influenced me in deciding upon an improvemé
tax. Then there were other matters, which necessitated
good deal of time and attention before I was in a posit
to decide whether to hold a tax sale that year or not. k’
finally, I came to the conclusion, owing to the extra wor
thrown upon the tax collector’s staff by the improveﬂ}ens
tax, collector’s staff by the improvement tax, complicatio”
caused by the War Relief Act, difficulties in registering ”’d
sales titles, and the fact that the tax arrears to 1916 ha‘
already been hypothecated as security for $450,000 tre%e
ury certificates sold to Messrs, Spitzer, Rorick & Co., bY t]e
1917 council, that the time was not opportune for a tax SaiS
and that no harm would result by deferring it until hgt
year. That I was justified in postponing the tax sale 18
vear, I think, is proved by the success of the sale this Y&

““Reverting to the advantages of a government appolﬂ;_
ed commissioner over an elected council, one distinet advaat
tage, though all may not agree with me, is the fact thut
the commissioner has power to pass money bylaws wit
a vote of the ratepayers, provided he satisfies the goveé
ment that the proposed expenditure is justified.

“I am aware that this matter of money bylaws IS:,
controversial subject, but a little consideration should coof
vince you that there is something to be said in favor =
abolishing the practice of submitting money bylaws to PO
lar vote. i

““The fact that money bylaws are prepared is eV}d?%r
that the council, elected by the ratepayers to adminl® re
the affairs of the district, is of opinion that the expendlt%y_
proposed is absolutely necessary. The defeat of money b-
laws at the polls, therefore, is either in the nature of 8 P en-
lic calamity or an indication that the ratepayers have
tirely lost confidence in their elected representatl}’e“"‘mn,
need only refer to the recent defeat of school bylaws in

couvr as a case in point.

““Of course, I recognize that the taxpayer has a T aré
to be protected against unwarranted public expendit p
and that in the event of the privilege of voting on m° ast
by-laws being taken away, some adequate safeguar
be adopted. In the case of the government appointe
missioner, while he has the power to pass money b
without submitting them to the ratepayers, he is not en
a free agent, but, as previously intimated, must satis J, is
government department that the expenditure propos€
required.

““And in this econnection it seems to me that the ¥
tain and cumbersome system of submitting money b¥

(Continued on Page 9.)
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