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administration, supervision and inspec-
tion of rural schools. Likewise our
taxing systern as at present applicd to
country schools docs not secure any
thing like equality of educational op-
pcrtility. These and other problems
are coining into the public conscious-
ncss.

But the heart of the rural sehool
problem is that of the curriculum. For
as 'it is, so will be in largc dcgrce the

intellectual. civic and occupation ai out-
look of the farmer of tomorrow. It
should be rcpcated that without know-
ledge the farmer can not even under-
stand his problems; much Iess will he
bc able to solve them. It is because of
the crucial nature of this knowledgc
problem that the rural sehool is the
determinative institution of rural life.
If it fails the farmer ail cisc must as-
suredly fail hïm.

HOW THE PUPIL LEARNS NEW WORZDS
SILAS Y. GILLAN

In the third reader grade, many new thc law of apperception, that ncw know-

words arc met in the reading lesson. lcdge is learned only by properly as-

IUp to this time, the matter of chief con- sociating it %vith other knowicdgc al-

cern was eye training-the mastery of ready posscssed, we arc not always

words alrcady familiar to car and voice. sufficiently careful that the definîtion

Thc mechanies of reading have engross- shahl appeal to thc child's present stock

cd most attention;- the purpose lias been of information. The following "Idcfini-

not to widen the horizon of the child's tiens" are taken from popular sehool

knowledgc, for the subjeet matter pre- rea ders:

sented in the first and second readers Compliment-Approbation.
relates, in the main, to things alrcady Ghost-An apparition.
known by the child. In the mastcry of Maizena-Maize farina.
these books, the pupil learns to read; The skilful teacher will not depend
but from this point on, le reads to pnayoefitmthdbtwl
lcarn; the circle of knweg nraeselect first the one which seems most
and with it lis vocabulary grows and îikeîy to convey clcarly the correct
hecomes richer. Tt is then profoundly mcaning, and will also cmploy at least
important for teachers iu the third read- one other rnethod. The use of more
er to consider how new words may be than one metbod is necessary to insure
rationally taught. success, because the learner may. asso-

There are at least seven ways of ciate the w idea with an old one

teaching the meaning of new words, which is altogether irrelevant to the

viz. : truc meaiiing. To illustrate: Suppose

1. By definition (whiwh may cxtend the tiew, word to be stale; the third me-

to a description). - thod bids fair to give the best resuit;

2. By synonym. fA word. the teacher uses the autonym, and says
IA phrase. that stale means not f resh; the next day

3. By antonym. the boy writes, "The Caspian Sea is

4. 13y illustration. (Action. stale. " Or, the purpose is to discrimin-
ýDraing.ate bctween simultaneous and seriatim;

5. By use iii another sentence. numnber four is ehosen as the mcthod;

6. By the context. the teacher says, "'J shall toucli these

7. By etymology. four pieces of crayon seriatim; now 1
The last two ways namcd above are shall touch thcrn %imultaneously" (suit-

not of mucli value, except in upper ing the action to the speech). If this

form classes. There is, on tlic part of method bc the only one employcd, it

many teachers, a disposition tô rely too should be no inatter of surprise that

mujel on the first metbod. Forgctful of some get the nîotion thiat seriatixa means


