
THE WEEK. [OOTOBER 16th, 1884.

impartiality, the critics of their own actions and of thoie of their oppon-

ents. Ten years ago, the press of Ontario was a literary Dahomey.

This state of things, at ail events, we have lef t bchind. The two great

party organs are now in the bands of men of honour; they exchange hot

shot, and this, wbule the party systema lasts, they will continue to do. It

is idie to expect anything else ; but they do not, like their predecessors,

use their journals for the furtberance of their personal ends or the

destruction of their personal enemies. There is violence in their editorials,

but there is not malignity. We have, it is true, to deplore the arrivai

among us of what is elegantly termed the "lsocial " press ; but this, like

the other pests of civilization, was sure to corne, and if the social body is

sound it may yet throw off the disease. Mutual personalities, while they

degrade the wbole profession, render Press Clubs and reunions impossible.

Men at the opposite polos of opinion on public questions may nevertholess

meet privately on a footing of perfect amity, and they do so constantly in

England to the great advantage of ail. But a man cannot meet on a foot-

ing of amity in the evening one who bas been traducing bis personal cbar-

acter in the morning, no matter whetber it has been done in a newspaper

or elsewhere.____

IT seeme strange that a government sbould derive a great accession of

strength from the mere decision of a lawsuit. Ontario, it is presumed,
owes the judgment of the Privy Counicil in her favour to the justice of ber

cause; and if a wreatb is to be twined for any brow, it sbould be, apparently,

for the brow of tbe able counsel by whom that cause was pleaded. Yet

tbe fact is incontestable tbat the Mowat Government has gained greatly,

while the Opposition bas bast heavily, by the result of the Boundary appeal.

It is said tbat Conservativea took an active part in dccorating the streets

for the reception of Mr. Mowat at Woodstock. The territory acquired is

pronouncecl by ail who have seen it of no apparent value, at least as far

as arable land or timber is concerned ; but it was tbe prize of a strugglo

in whicb tbe feelings of tbe Province had been enlisted. The Provincial

opposition bas been sacrificed, not in this matter alone, to the corporate

objecta of the 'Party of which it is a limb, and of which the ruling member

is Quebec, a Province antagonistic, not to say hostile, to Ontario. This is

a desperate position, and its disadvantagos were signally displayed by the

Boundary Dispute in which. Quebec was really the adverse party and had

»put her veto at Ottawa on the accdptance of the Award. At the last

election the Opposition exerted ail its strength and won some seats; but

the net result waa failure; and the stone heaved by a deadlift effort to the

brow of the bill bas been rolling down again ever since. Even the devotees

of the Party systern, it is believed, admit that nothing can be worse than a

Party Government witbout an effective Opposition. Without an effective

opposition, however, Party Government in Ontario is likely for some timne

to be. Patronage and influence of every kind are being used with tbe

utmost assiduity to strengthen tbe intrenchrnents of the Government, and

thero will soon be neitber a schoolmaster nor a tavern-keeper in the

Province who is not a pledged supporter of Mr. Mowat. The iast rivet

will speediiy have been added to the chain. The leader of the OppositiQu

needs stronger mon around bim, and for want of them fair chances bave

more than once been lost. But above ail tbings ho needs free bands and

liberty to take up a sound position as tbe head of a party in this Province.

Ris atrategy is ruined and, unless lie can emancipate himself, will continue

to be ruined by bis thraldom to Ottawa and Quebec. There is no use in

bis cba.mpioning Federalism, unlesa hie can induce Quebec to bo Federal

instead of being, as she is, sectional in the highest degree. The weak

point in the position of the Government is its vassal alliance witb tho

head of the Roman Cathoic Churcli. If Mr. Meredith were at liberty to

move on the line indicated by an appreciation of that fact, lie would* find

himself at ail events supported by a hearty and steadfast following. But

wben lie turns bis eyes in that direction ho secs the menacing sbadows of

Ottawa and Quebec. ___

MR. CLEVELAND is partiy compensated for the calamitous adhesion of

Tammany to bis cause by the declaration of the Irish National League in

favour of his rival. Mr. Blaino is to receive the votes of the dynamiters

as the candidate wbo in thoir opinion is most iikely to involve the United

States in a war witb England. Americans will not fail to moralize on the

character of Fenian citizenship and the value of Fenian citizena. Nothing

could lie more moderato or unobjectionable tban the language of Mr.

Blaine on the subject in bis letter of acceptance. 11e merely promised

protection to American citizens in foreign countries whilo they were

engaged in their lawful callings. In this there is no dynamite. Murder

is not in the estimation of civilized mon a lawful calling, neither is kindiing

civil wAr, B3ut the Iliviricible4 have persuaded themsolves notwithstanding

that Mr. Blaine is thoir man, and there is no doulit that they are every-
wbere exerting tbemselves in bis favour. Tbey may lie merely speculating

on bis general Jingoism, and on the mischievous effect wbichi it is likely

to have on negotiations respectîng the Fisheries Question, or that of the

Darien Canal. But after the revelation wbicb we have junt had of bis

habits it is impossible to feel sure that hoe bas nob given underliand the

criminal assurances whicb ho ostensibly withheld. That hie deemed it

necessary to withhold them is a welcome proof of the difficulty whicb, if

ho should ho eiectod President, lie would have in making theni good.

There is every reason to bolieve that the feeling of native Americana

toward the land of their fathers is enitirely kind ; in the bearts of aIl time

bas laid its heaiing hand on the ancient wound, and among the more highly

educated au ampler knowledgo of bistory has had its effcct in dissipating,

the rancour contracted by poring exclusively over the annais of the Revolu-

tionary War. But a surer guarantee is afforded by the tics of commerce.

The wbeat-rower of the West would combine with the cotton-rower of

the South in protesting againat the conversion of the Ainerican Government

into the ongine of an Irish fond. The truth is that, wbatever may bie said

by vote-bunting politicians and their organs, nowbere would a display of

firmness on tho part of the British Government bo more heartily applauded

than in the United States. Those who bave snffered under Tammany and

wbo remember the Draft Riots understand this question pretty well. Still

we bave seen to what weakness and connivance may lead. It is the

duty of all mon of British race on this continent wbo do not wish to see

tbe contre of British and Protestant civilizatioa wrecked by a horde of

infuriated savagos, to show themselves ready for defensive action, and

prepare, if nocessary, to teacb the politicians, whether Amnerican or Cana-

dian, that there are safer linos of business than the purchase of the Fenian
vote by attacks upon the British Union.

IT is believed in England that the farmers have bast haîf of their

capital witbin the last few years. There bas been a run of bad harvests ;
but barvests bave been bad, and for several successive years, before now,

witbout producing anything at ail like the present depression. That

wbîch is really ruining the British wheat-grower is foreign competition,

against which ho cannot make head with a variable climate, and with a

soil the productiveness of whicb is kept up oniy by a prodigal use of

manure. Kinder sans will come, but thcy wiil hardly bring back hope.

That the fariner should get Protection again is moraily impossible. The

artisans, who hold the kcy of thQ political position, wiIl nover endure

the re-imposition of a tax on food, and the suggestion w as no sooner

broached than it encountered their decisive veto. The farmer's only chance

ia the substitution of other industries, sucli as dairy farming and the pro-

duction of vegetables, for the wbeat-growing to which from immemorial

habit ho desperately clings, and which ho sepms to regard as the oniy

agriculture consistent with his (lignity. This is the most conspicuous, but

it is not the only case of heavy loss inflictcd on an oxisting industry by

that whicb wîll be the gain of the worid at large. Farners in Ponnsyl-

vania find thenmselves overwhclmed wîtb a deluge of wheat from the West,

and are compelled to turu to new kinda of produmction in order to save

themselves fromn ruin. Ontario must look forward to a trial of the samne

kind as soon as wheat-growing in the North- West shall have attained its

full proportions and the ineans of transport saal have licou completed.

Mon connected with the Canadian Pacific Rilway bave been heard to

boast that in a few years the Loan Societies of this Province would bave

ahl their securities on their banda. There ean lie littie doulit at ail eventa

that wbeat-growing wiIl becorne comparativeiy profitîcasî, and that our

farmers will bave, like the Pennsylvanians, to adapt themscl vos to circum-

stances and change their linos of production to meet the altered market.

It is a subject which cails for the prompt attention of the frionda of agri-

culture. Nor could the partisans of the Scott Act bave chosen a worse

moment for ruining the barley industry and nipping in the bud the wine

induatry of wbiciî fair bopes were entertained.

Paors are always coming to us that the Anti-Semitic movement in

Germnany ana Eastern Europe is stili, as Mr. Lucien Wolf calîs it in bis

rouent esaay, a question of the day. A question of the day it is likely to

romain wherever the Hebrews exiat in great numbers until tbey change

their habits and their bearing towarda the Gentile population. People wil

not, if they can belp it, lot themselvos be preyed upon forever by a devour-

ing horde of alien extortioners. Worried to desperation by the swarm of

flues, the horse will kick ; and this is what the peasant in Hlungary, Russia,

Poland and Roumania is now doing. The frantic plunginga of the tortured

animal only show bow mnaddening is the sting. Mr. Lucien Wolf asks

wbat is Judaism. in îý religions point of view orthodox Judaia is Mosaio
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