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T IHE appraaching election in West 1
the newly-farrned Third Party an

jts weapons and its prowess. As a coi
gresa of the triangular contest will be wi
erable intereBt. It is ta be feared, h(
who deprecate most strangly the evils
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leaders. No personal respectability, flot even the lof tiness
of a philanthropie purpose, can supply the lack of this. Lt
is, we trust, with na disposition ta be ill-natured, much lesa
offensive, that we ask in ail seriausness whether and wherein
the Third Party possesses this prime essential of states-
manship. ___

.pplled, postage prepaid, THlE probhable unsgeating of Mr. Calter, M.P., for unhappy
ar, 69. stg. Remittances T HIaldimand, for Ilhribery hy agents," calte attention

de nd ddrsse tothe once more ta the ineffectiveness of aur Beemingly stringent
hunes. Address - T. R. iawe for the prevention of corrupt practices at electione.
IBIonSON.P.h. Witbin certain limite, it is truc, these lawe may ho said ta

OBINON, ubliher. have accompiished their purpose. The cases are now very
=- rare in which the candidate himsetf i8 faund guilty either

PNUMBER. of having personaliy offered carrupt inducements, or of

PAGE having connived at such practices. It sometimes bappens,
.... .... ... f indeed, that after having honestly used bis hast efforts ta

.1..........- .... 5 secure a pure election, ho fands himself ohliged ta pay the

................. 9 penalty of the misconduct of saine dishoneet man wboîn

................. 611 the taw regards as constructively bis agent. Sa far as
............. .......60 appears this was the case in the present instance, thougb
... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 660
.....................6M0 it cannot bic denied that the action of the members of the
............. ......6w Reform Association in syetematicaliy destraying the re-
RN LWEcarde af their meetings laye them open ta grave suspicion.

C. Mercer Adazm. 661 Their avoidance of the ordinary modes of organizatian may
..... ille Marie. 662

.Frederic1k G. Scott. 663 hear similar interpretation, thongh perbape capable af a
......Walter Powell. 663 mare charitable ana. t is certainiy passible that the ain,

1?bert Stanleyl Weir. 664
.......Louis Lloyd. 684 tnay have been simply ta sbield the Reform candidate
.... ... . are))ta. 1364 froni the consequences of wrong-doing of which bligsusp-

n.John Macdonald. 6W6
....- ......... porters might ha guilty without bis consent or knawledge.

Ln either case Mr. Justice Falconbridge's decision, virtually
.......... . 667 holding the candidatersibe for the odt of al

. Ca.itel opkiqrspnsiiecCn,7

...1.... ....... W7 the individuate wbo take it upon themeselves to canvase for

.................. 8 him, wil, if sutainad, effectually prevent resart ta this

- .. ................661) expadient. 0f that decision no anc can reasanahly cam-
...-............. 669 plain. Uniese the courts feel thameelves at liberty ta
............... 670 draw the saine inférences that any shrewd observer, versed

=-ý in the dark ways of political partisans, wauld unhesitatingty
mrtainimsg Io thre cdii oria 1 draw from such cases as those proved in avidenca hafore
os'th api aan i r. Judge Falcanbridge, the law for the preventian of carrupt

practices might as weli ho repealed. Tt is, we think,
greatly ta ha regretted that the party journale, inetead o!

Lambton bas given openly denouncing the illegal practices of individus!
oppartunity ta try violators of the law and of politicat morality, whosoever
)nequence the pro- thay may he, shouid sa often strive ta helittie the crimes
?atcbed with cansid- af their own friands and exaggerate thase of their oppon-
avwever, that those -enta, thereby doing ranch ta deprive the judgments of the
resulting from the courts of their proper moral effect.

01(1 and UULIupt~a rartyiq oyem cnnu er usucu rats,,uu

comfart frain the entrance of the new brigade into the field.
Ln fact, the multiplication o! parties bide fair ta he but a
multiplication of evils. The public bas, sa far as va are
awara, no guarantee that the operatione of the Third Party
will ha carried an on a higher plane than those occupied
hy its seniors, while there is reasan ta fear that its platform
wilt he narrower and its political auttook less clear than
thase of either. Thera is, theoretically, somatbing ta ha
said in favour cf the existence Of Palitical perties caiming
ta ha based on hroad, distinctive principtos, capable cf
application in the treatinent of the many and varied ques-
tions wbich have ta ha dealt with hy the Goverumant and
Lagistature of a self-gavernillg State. There is undouhtedly

a science of politicàn Between the axtremes of Radicalieni
and Toryism a wide field is spread out for choice. The
contrasted methods of the Liharal and Ccnservativa scbots
of political thonght awaken interest and challenge investi-
gation. However difficutt it may oftan be ta trace the

aperation af any motives but those of setf.seeking oppor-
tunisin in the policias of tbe aid parties, thair titles snggest

at least a reminiecenca of the bigbar principtes of statacraft.
But frein a Party whose Platform consiste practically cf

but a single, narrow plank; whasa leaders seain scarcaly
ta maka a pratence o! having sariously studied politica as
the science af statasmansip ; and wbosa ana chief aim

would ha attained hy the Passage of an .Act which would
hava' for a large and influantial body of citizans the odions-

nais o! sumptuary legisiation, what cauld ha axpected but

a brie! régime cf political empiricism, foilowed by disastrons

failure 1 The flrst essantial o! a political party, in order

to give it a claim upon the support of an intelligent people,

is that it bava at least a modicusa cf statesmanship in its

W IIAT, then, je ta ha done?1 Muet it ha accepted as
true, as one influentiat newepaper bas said, that Par-

tiament bas dane its hast ta hring about Pure elactions,
and that this je the rasult ? Are we sbut np ta tha con-
clusion that thera is really no means o! Putting a stop ta
these diegracaful snd degradiflg practices 1 Far froni it.
Parliamant has flot done its hast. The defecte in tbe pre-
sent laws ara Obvions and glaring. Undar those lave the
reaîîy guilty parties are neually allowed ta escape, while
ona who maY ha entireîy innocent bas ta, pay ana part of
the double penalty, and the honeet etectors the other part,
in the cast and turmoil o! a new election. The real crin-
mnals are the givers, and takers cf bribes, and upon their
heads the chie! punishment should fait. Provision je nov
made, it is trna, for their pulihmnt if any oe chooses
to praceed against thein. But this is avidently insufficient.
There can ha no reasonable douht that if the tatute made
it the dnty of tha Court to punish with imprisanment,
without option of a fine, avary elactor found guilty of
having given or offored a bribe, or of baving reccived or
eolicited ona, and the punish mont was rigorously infi icted
in the firet cases that came te hand, the persanal corrup-
tion wbicb now s0 diegraces the country would promptîy
cease. The aducativa force of sncb a iaw wouid ha by noo
mneans the lea8t consideratian in it8 favour. Many citizens
o! the nnreflecting css ara accustomad ta have their
views of rigbt and wrong vary inuch influencad by the
state Of the la, in regard ta the practices in question.
Rance the rigid infliction cf puniebinent upon ail offendars
would acon educata the public conscience, and cause mnany
Wbo now ses ne harin in bnying or selting a vote ta e.
sncb a transaction in fts true character as a crime against
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bath the individual and the State. The sterpotyped oh.
jectian that undor sucli a law it would he impassible ta
elicit the facts and secure conviction bas n greater force,
50 far as we can see, in respect ta this than ta any other
criminal Iaw. The saine expedientg, such as pardon ta
informers, could ho cmployed, if found nzýce.msary.

F ROM the statements of Attorney-G0eneral Martin, of
Manitoba, diirinc his recent vigit ta Ottawa, it ap-

pears that the Manitoba Governinont are fully decided not
only to discontinue the officiai use of the French langua ge,
but to aholish the Separate Sahooi system. Mr. Miartin
seems to ho of opinion that, in regard ta the latter, theo
will be fia occasion for the inte rference of the Federal
authorities uniass an appealisl taken by the minanity in
the Province,.fie is persuaded, too, that neither the
Federal nar the Imperia] power will permanently abstruct
the carrying out of the policy determined upon by the
great maiority of the people of the Province. Mr. Martin'g
statement that saine of the most influential Conservativeg
in the Province hcartily approve, of thoý proposed reforma
is reaeeuring. Lt would be a groat piLy if the division on
such questions, affecting the whoic future policy and history
of the Province, should hc made on party linos, or follow
political-we use the word in the popular sense-plance of
cleavage. But it woutd ho a grand siglit ta see the great
majarity of the people of the Province disrogarding past
affiliations andi rising ta dcrnand that thoir vigoraug
young province ho freed from the unnccessary and there,
fore unjust conditions which wcre imposed upon it at its
birth hy the Dominion Parliament and afterwards con -
firmed hy Imperia] Legisiation. As we have said befare,
and as Mr. Martin evidently betieves, it je incredible that
either the Canadian or British Parliament cotnld prevent
the clearly exprcssed wiil of a province from hAcoming
effective, or would seriously try ta do se.

A N Ottawa dcspatcb credits bath Ohief Justice Ritchie,
ofteSupreme Court, and Judge Arniaur, with ex>

pressions of opinion strongly favouring the creation of a
divorce court for the Dominion. The viewe af these men,
whose judicial training and professional experience so
eminently fit theni ta speak with authority on the subject,
can ecarcely fail to carry great weight. la this instance
their opinions doubtiese coincide with those of mont
persans who take a camman.sense view of the matter, un-
hiassed bv preýjudices of customn or creed. Tho unfltuess
af the Senate, a body wbase proper functions are purely
paliticat, ta deai with cases of tan demandig in an eminent
degree the best prafessional acumen in determining the
value of evidence and the trained judicial intellect and
habit in balancing canflicting testimany, bas often heen
pointad aut and seems, indeed, too obviaus ta need argu-
ment. The unseemliness; and absurdity of the nuethod
formarly pursued when the Senate sat as a body for the
investigation of divorce questions, have, it is truc, been
greatly modifled by the arrangement under which such
inquiries are relegatcd ta a permanent committee, which
aots as a quasi court. Stili it is but ton clear that the
present systeni faits and must failte bring the provisions
of the law of divorce, aven as that law now stands, wit.bin
the reach of ait classes of citizens. Even those wha hold
mnt rigidly that no change should ho made in the direc-
tion of granting divorce for any othar causes than those
specifled under the preout law, cannot deny that justice
lemands that provision should ho made whereby all parties
entitled ta relief under that taw may obtain, a hearing and
lecrae without unreasonable expense or deiay. Ln a word,
the process of ad.judicating in stnc cases is purety and
simply a judicial one, and on naturalîy belonge ta a judicial
nstead of a Senatorial Court. Lt is ta ho feared, however,
bhat the draad of opening up afresh the question of scope
and extant will doter the present ar any future Govern-
nent froni taking action for the establishment of a Divorce
Court.____

ALL Canada is interested in the wheat crop of ManitobaAl and the North-West. During the last few waeks
mnt of those who have heen desirous of farming an opinion
as ta the average resuit of the seaeon's aperations mnust
have been in despair. The reporte have been no contra-


