THE WEEK.

Fifth Year.
Vol. V. No. 52.

Toronto, Thursday, November 22nd, 1888.

$3.00 per Annum.
Single Copies, 10 Cents.

The TWeek,

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF POLITICS, SOCIETY, AND LITERATURE.

n aggam7'ce +—One year, $3.00; eight months, $2.00; four months, $1.00. Subscriptions payable

ADVERTISEMENTS, unexceptionable in character and limited {n number, will be taken at
$4 per line per annum; $2.50 per line ior six months ; $1.50 per line for three month.; 20 cents
per line per insertion for g shorter period. ’

o Subscrilzers in Ghreat Britain and Ii-{ylandtsuppll%d, }i)osgage pro aid, on terms following:—
ne year,12s. stg.; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittances . 0. order or draft h (
P&y&%}e ta,nd addressed to %ln% Publ:f,sher{ atyl v . ™ ould be xmade

All advertisements wi e sot up in suc. style .s tu insure THE WEEK's tustel
graphical appearance, and enhance tho value of the advertising in its columns. Nu'g z.(;lvletrm%'-
ment charged less than ¥1ve lines. Address—T. R. CLOUGHER, Busine-s Manager, 5 Jordam
Strest. Loronto. [¢8 CKETT ROBINSON. Publisher.

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.

Torios— PAGE
Canadian Free Speech...‘
The Principle of Tax Exe:
Sectionalism and Centralization....
The Colonial Governorship Question .
The Assault on Examinations......... . 424
The Rvil of Competition ...........
The Civil Service Examination..
Defocts in the American Elsctora
Why the System is not Reformed.......
Lord Churehill on American Relations....
Irigh Nonconformists Opposing Home Rule.
Westmingter Abbey.....cccooooovir vceniiiiniine
German Workmen's Insurance Laws
Russia’s Military Movements .........
The Situation in France.....................
Checking the East African Slave Trade.

KINGSFORD'S HISTORY OF CANADA ...
IN NOVEMBER (POOI)......ccovvmieniiees idelis, 827
HYPOORIBY ..coovviinnnrierieninins
RONDEAU : I WiLL FORGET..
LONDON LETTER.. .ccoonvvner
WALKS IN AUTUMN WoODS.
THE GREAT Pray (Poem) .....

..Sophie M. Almon. 828
... Walter Powell. 828
........... Fidelis. 829
...Sarepta. 829

OUR FASHIONABLE PASS-TIMEB uiittireeirienitirestrar ssriesin ottt snn sttt 7. A.H 829

CORRESPONDENOE—
Justice 50 Canadian AUEROTE. ..o s Fidelis. 830
Methods of MeGill ....ceovnrnnis Medicus. 830
LONDON BIGHTS IN I837.......coovnnn T -3 !
READINGS PROM CURRENT LITERATURE woiiiiiiiiics coer ittt s s s 831
MUBIC. covereensrs srsanssmssrssnsssnenessssesusinss Natural, 832
............... 832

OUR LIBRARY TABLE ...ccoorieninns
LITERARY AND PERSONAL GOSSI
CHEBSB ..v.ovvveveerrverisnesrmisestrrasionnene

All articles, contributions, and letters on matters pertaining to the editorial department should
be addressed to the Editor, and not to any other person who may be supposed to be connecte {

with the paper.

It may be hoped that it is not with the sanction of the Canadian
Government that certain journals and correspondents supporting it, are
beginning to hint at the possibility of measures being taken to silence
the annexationists who have of late been speaking their minds so freely.
It can hardly be supposed by the Government or any one else that the
pumbers and influence of those Canadians who would favour union with
the United States are such as to give cause for alarm. Nor can it be that
that there is reason to fear that the Canadian people are in danger of being
carried away by the overwhelming weight of their arguments. Yet those
who utter threats or advocate suppression of free speech must surely fear
the one or the other. In any case, no greater service could be rendered
the cause of the agitators than an attempt to put any legal obstacles in the
way of the open expression of their opinions. To invoke old laws, Impe-
rial or Canadian, for the purpose of putting them down, would be to arouse
the sympathy and indignation of all lovers of New World freedom.
Thousands of Canadians who neither desire nor fear annexation cherish
free speech as an inestimable birthright, hold firmly the right of Canadians
to discuss and determine, with perfect freedom, the future of their own
country, and anderstand Canadian patriotism and Canadian loyalty to
mean love of Canada and & determination to make her interests their first

and highest national consideration,

THE proposal to do away with the exemption from taxation hitherto
enjoyed by churches and other religious institutions seems likely to come to
the front at an early day for serious discussion. On the initiative of the
Jarvis Street Baptist Church in this city, the question was brought before
the Baptist Convention in Guelph last month, and by it remitted to the
local Associations for consideration. The resolution of the City Council of”
Ottawa to petition the Ontario Government to abolish this class of exemp-
tions will probably lead to discussions in other municipalicies similar to
that which is now going on in that city, Whatever position the Baptists,

who claim to be the foremost representatives of the principle of absolute
voluntaryism in religious matters, may take, there is little probability that
many of the other churches will readily approve a change which would be
to them a source of so much loss, real or apparent. At the same time it
is not easy to see how the system of exemptions can be logically defended
on principles consistent with the absolute divorce of Church aud State
which was long since decreed by the Protestant Provinces of Canada. The
argument drawn from the undoubted service which the churches render to
society and the State by their educational, benevolent and religious work
has the radical defect of proving too much. If the State or municipality
is justified in contributing indirectly from public funds in return for these
services, it must be equally justifiable for it to contribute directly for the
same purpose, It is impossible to show any real difference in principle,
and it would not be difficult to show that the direct contribution would be
a much more equitable and effective mode of distributing the aid. It must
be at once admitted that the exemptions of Government institutions and
employees by statute is equally indefensible. It can be but a question of
time when the people will come to see these matters in their true light
and all classes of citizens, without exception, will learn to bear cheerfull)i
their fair share of the cost of services in the benefits of which they fully
partake.

Our present Governor-General is adopting a somewhat unusual and
courageous course in his replies to the addresses of the various National
Societies which he is continually veceiving. The very existence of these
societies in such numbers and with so much influence is an indication of a
weak point in the Canadian Confederation. It is both natural and
praiseworthy for the representatives of various countries and races to
unite in recalling old scenes and associations, and in paying the tribute
of affectionate remembrance to their mother lands. But when the
members of these societies enter as such into Canadian politics, instead of
regarding all questions that may arise from the point (f view of Canadian
citizens, pure and simple, they do a wrong to the land of their adoption
and import elements of discord and danger into Canadian affairs, Lorci
Stanley does well to rebuke this sectional spirit, whether displayed by
the Sons of England or the Sons of France. Nothing is more banefu
in hindering the growth of a true Canadian sentiment. His Excellency
might, however, do well to consider whether another disintegrating force
equally mischievous, is not at work, in the centralizing tendenoiesbof th(;
Dominion Government. In the attempt to hold together a number
of provinces so widely separated in space and in local interests and
usages, it is tolerably clear that very careful regard wmust be had to
provincial rights and susceptibilities. Of the local units in their relation
to the central authority it may be said, as of the colony itself in its relation
f:o the British Government, that the strength of the bond of union will be
in proportion to its elasticity. The yoke must rest lightly upon the
shoulders long accustomed to local independence. Hitherto the history
of confederation has been to a considerable extent the history of the
struggles between the Provincial and Dominién Governments over ques-
tions of jurisdiction and prerogative. Lord Stauley might possibly rendéf
a service to confederation by dropping an occasional hint to his constitu-
tional advisers in regard to the danger of pushing the Premier's well-
known predilection for the centralization of uuthority to an unnecessary
and undesirable extreme.

Discussion is still rife in the Australian Colonies in respect to vhe right
of a colony to be consulted regarding the choice of a Governor. While
Victoria believes that the less the colonies insist upon a voice in the nomi-
nation the better for themselves, New Zealand and New South Wales
are said to approve of the stand taken by Queensland. The London
Spectator takes extreme ground in urging the Government not to revoke
the appointment of Governor Blake to Queensland. In this as in most
affairs of the kind the middle course seems safest and best, To recognize
the right of the colonies to share in such appointments, would be to atten-
uate the already slender colonial tie to the last degree by doing away with
the only periodical and perpetual reminder that the coloniesare still a part
of the Empire. it would be unfair and absurd to expect the Mother
Country to remain responsible for the conduct and defence of a colony in
which she was no longer represented by a chief magistrate of her own



