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NOT the least accentuated of the French characteristics was portrayed inthat ory of old: "ILe roi est mor4t, vive le 'roi !" Liszt lias left Paris for afeWi weeks ; lie no longer plays; it is the signal for a genoral shriek fromail journalistie hawks. Time was, when we were to pardon himn muclibecause lie was much loved; now thiî would appear but one more pleaagainst mercy. Indeed, some secret rivalry in by-gone days might hoimagined, so warmly do several distinguished critics condemn the latelittie bursts of enthusiasm for the virtuose of the past.

Bn revanche, the papers are filled with the praises of Rubinstein, whois giving here a series of enchanting concerts. To this great artiat a vrgenerous idea lias occurred. From the 94,639 roubles realized by somefourteen recitals recently given in Russia, tlie sum of 25,000 roubles is tobe put aside tliat the interest, amounting to 10,000 francs every live years,may be divided between the successful pianist and composer in an interna-
tional concour.

LT is the season for horse racing and picture galleries, to which, needless
to say, the "Itout Paris" flocks in greatest numbers. The sport woman, asthey caîl ber here, is becoming a more and more coînmon figure. For thelast fortnight belle marquise and ducheas have gone day after day with
never-changing ardourand ever-clianging toilette to the Palais de l'Industrie,
where took place the Concours n'ippique-most interesting races, where tht.herses wero mounted usually by the oficers of the different regiments.

The Luxembourg lias re-opened. The paintings and sculpture havebeen rernoved froin the palace, and placed in the niew galleries buiît, for
thei in the palace gardons. A charming lîttie exhibition is being held inGustave i)orô's old house, 3 Rue Bayard; Meissonnier, Bonnat, Delaroche,
Ary Scliieffer, Greuze, and Ruvis de Chavannes are well represented.

The failure of "lA Midauminer Night's Dreani " (Le songe d'une nuitd'été) at the Odéon is anotlîer proof of the utter iîîcapacitY Of the French
to appreciate Shakespeare, just as the cry foir Che, andkerchief iii"IOthello " evoked unbounded hilarity at the Theatre Franç(ais long ago,80 the role of CIBottom," thougli most artistically initerpreýted by St.
Germain, is considered rather a good joke!

ORIGINAL ideas for uxubrella handles are noL wanting. Imagine anebony death's-head with diainond eyes, and a spray of perfume issuing
from its ghasitly jaws !Another is a silver bail with this inscription:

Gîîard you, I)rincesH, froin tlîee twain;
Public oiiotn and the rain.

IN Euiile Zola's latest book, L'(Ik'utvre, a toucbing tributc has been paid tothe meinory of tîtat unfortunate artist Manet, whoni the world lîad suchdifficulty iii classing as a inan of genlus or an idiot.,.
Paris, A prit 9t0.

SOCIBITY SLANG.

EVIRYBIoDY who reads the London socioty.jouritals, or- who bias dipped intoIâondon mociety himself witliîîi the last fow yuîars, miust have noticod thatthe word Ilsinart" lias lattely acquired a new ineaninig in England. It is the
fashion to use it iii a sonse very like duat which the now outlawed terniLàgenteel " was employod to convey a generation ago. When Vanity Fair,or Thèe World, or T'he Morning J>os, or 'Prutli, notes that there were "lanumber of amart people " at this or that entertaininent, the phrase implies,net that, any clover men or woînen, hut that personq of assured socialposition-persona who movo freely and easily iii the niost exclusive circles,
were present at the Ilfunction."

The word CIfunction," too, is now conxinonly subjected to a fashionable
m-izus3e. Lt is applied to any parade or show or formai social gathering.
In fact it is used in somewhat the saine sense, and with the samne looseness,
as the word "affair." Archery meetings, coaching parades, Suinday-scliool
pi3nics, gardon parties, fancy halls, are al Il functions " now-a-days.

Society slang would îiaturally change more often than the argot oftrades or neîghbourboods. AIl dialects alike alter from caprice or accident,but "'society " sometimes has a special object, in adopting new terms, adesire to avoid some idiom of the "mobocracy." It is the fate of most wordsand phrases expressive of social shades or types,-such words as Ilnobs,"
Ilbucks," " swells," CI beaux," Il stylish," Il good " or "1 bad form,"Cigenteel," CI vulgar," Ilsmart," Ilbeau monde," 'Icrème de la crame,",Ilinner circle," CIupper crust," CIupper ten," Ilhaute gomme "-tO be intro-duced in one of the upper strata of society, and thon to be adopted
successively by each lower stratum, until, done to death by .feshion re-porters, barbers, andi CIgentlemen's gentlemen," they are given Up in dis-
gus.t by their originators.

In some of the best English papers, writers now speak of a victory on

tlie turf as a"ý win "-"l an unexpected Win," "6this popular win," etc. Andone sometimes hears well-bred Englishmen talk of a liorse Illepping." Infact, it seems that one of the vagaries of fashion is to use incorrect formaand expressions in sporting matters. It may be that in modern timesthese come into vogue tlirough CI swells " jocularly imitating the rusticitiesof their grooms and gamekeepers. Old anomalies in sporting language-such as our having no plural forms for grouse, teal, trout, salmon, deer, andother game animais were more likely due to the ignorance of noblemen andcountry squires themselves, who in the Middle Ages could seldom write theirnames and despised clerkly education. F. BLAKE COToN.

CAM1PING IN TIIE MUSKOKA REGIQ*
WE live sO fast and so hard of late yoars in Canada that it is becom-ing more and more the custom to spend a period during the heats o?summer in recreation and sweet indolence for the purpose of renewing ourvexed souls and wearied bodies. Many people mistaking a more change ofw-orry for rest, fiock to fashionable resorts at the seaside or elsewhere. Butthe prudent man flics from ail artificial conditions and yields bimself to thesoothing influences of Nature on the shores of the lakes and rivers in thedepths of our primeval forests. Or iii our annual invasion o? the back-woods merely the assertion of a persistent primai instînct-a partial rever-sion, as it were, to the life and habits o? our tree-climbing ancestors 1 But,whatever may be the roason of this suminer exodus fromn our cities, it is adelightful and refreshing fact to the fortunate ones to whomn it is permitted
to participate in it.

Those who have visited, or who intend visiting, our groat provincialpark iii the Muskoka Region will find much interesting reading in Mr.,Dickson's book. It wilI serve to revive many pleasant memories in theininds o? old campera in this region. To those who have not enjoyed avacation in the forest wilderness, it presents a faim and truthful picture ofeverydlay life there with its little annoyances no less than its refreshingpleasures. But to the intending tourist it is particularly valuable. Theauthor describes at lengtli his canoe voyage up the Muskoka river to itssources among the crystal lakes of the heiglit of land, and thon down thietributaries -of the Petewawa and the Madawaska to the waters of thosefair rivers. In reading this book one is reminded somewhat of PhulipGilbert llalierton's " 1Unknown River," though our Canadian writer basthe advantage of a Wilder and more picturesque streain. Details of direc-tion and distance, and descriptions of the character o? the route are givenwith such mmiuteness that-it is probable that many amateur canoeists willho tenipted .by this narrative to try the saine voyage.
Yet Mr. Dickson's work is not a guide-book mierely. There are manydescriptive passages of considerable graphic force and vigor. On the whole,lîowever, the writer evidently makes no pretension to literary excellence ofan artistic character, but rather seenîs to have intended that bis book shouldbelong to wlîat De Quincy called the "lhîterature of knowledge." Hegives us in simple and unadomned language the benefit of bis many yearsof experience in camping and travelling iii this district. Valuable sugges-tions are made as to the outfit necessary for sucb trips, and tbe manage-ment and care of the canoe, tent, and other equipments. The best local-ities for huntiiig and tishing are pointed out and the bomely processes ofmciil out-in-the-woods cookery are described. Then, inceidentaîly, we getinteresting glimpses of tl1e wild and lonely life of tlie trapper and lumber-mnan, and the baunts and habits of the moose, deer, otter, and beaver. Thecharacter o? the soi], tinîber, and vegetation of the different localities isdescribed in passing. One receives, aiso, a very vivid impression o? thegreat number and beauty of the rivers and lakes of this region as well as o?the countiesa f airy islands with which they are studded.Lt would perbaps bave been more interesting to some readers if theauthor had given fuller particulars regamding the fauna, and flora o? thisdistrict, but one should nlot expect a botanist's or zoologist's report fromt atourist surveyor. It mains to us a defect, liowever, that a work of thiskind sbould not contain a line map of the region thmough which theroader is taken. In the event of a second edition o? the book being calledfor, which is not at ahl unlikely, a map should be supplied. Moreover, thenarrative aise offers a fine field for illustration, and the attractiveness ofthe book would be much increased by the insertion of a number o? superiorwood-cuts. The publishers are to be complimiented on the neatness andperfection displayed in the mechanical execution of the book. Althoughour city book-binders manage leather very well, it lias bitherto seemed toho almost impossible to get a book well bound in cloth here. A recentlypublisbed poetical work was a dire failume as a ineclianical production;
Cam~ping in the Muskoka Region, by James Dickson, P.L.S. Toronto: C. BlackettRobinson, 1886. L
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