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my heart within as the gods know. And yet I ought, I suppose,
to have been of good courage and trusted to the god who gave
the token, but I was terribly ashamed and wanted to get out of
it in case I should seem not to have been faithful to Constan-
tius.,”  (Ep. Ath., 284C).*

Elsewhere, in the Misopogon (352 D), which is not like the
letter just quoted a manifesto of the date of his revolt, he uses
the same language.. “This office the gods gave me, using great
violence, believe me, both with the giver (Constantius pre-
sumably) and the receiver. For neither of us seemed to wish it,
neither he who gave me the honour or favour, or whatever you
like to call it—and he who received it, as all the gods know,
refused it in all sincerity. Again writing his uncle Julian (Ep.
13) he says, “Why did I march (against Constantius) ? Be-
cause the godsexpressly bade me, promising me safety if I obeyed,
but if I stayed, what no god would do...... so I marched, trusting
all to fortune and the gods, and content to abide by whatever
pleased their goodness.” Before he started he ““referred all to
the gods who see and hear all things, and then sacrificed, and
the omens were favourable.” (Ep. Ath., 286D.)

This is the language of the Puritans, and men have called
Cromwell a hypocrite because he openly avowed his faith in the
guidance and control of Providence in the several steps he bad
from time to time to take in his difficult task of guiding the
Commonwealth. The same may be said with about as little
justice of Julian. It is curious that the last thing some critics of
history and politics can believe in is sincerity, and yet it is the
key to the characters of more than Cromwell and Julian,
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*The same kind of plea, however, was made twenty years later by the tyrant
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