
THE MUNICIPAL WORLD',
vey to people of Boston, a clear concep-
tion of the maniner in whicb their muni-
cipal socialism is being conducted. Not
merely is this resuit obtained, but a means
is afforded the heads of all departments,
of judging whether or not their methods
are economical and well balanced.

than ]in labor. ~'' . .. '- Statistics were prepared in addition to
This objection is the chief crie raiseti to those of Boston, sh >wing the population,

commtatin, ut alitle clisderaionassessud valuation, tax-rate, and indebted-commutationnes but ah titeh'sieatw'Ill show tbat it carrnes no real weîght. esoftetirty-two cities of Massachu-
The oneycollcte fro thoe liblesetts. From this it appears that the City,Themony clletedfro tbse abl of 2Boston in which municipal funictionsfor statute labor, mnust aIl be expended in l'y deel t1ni

the township. The effect of tbis is th at have been more full eeoe hniother ciies of the state, is forced to suT>the pon mani bas an opportunit>' to earn itoatx-te$1.)lwrthnhtliack ail lie lias paid in statute labosiot any a ta-raCty, and.6 lower than thatcommutation;, and tbe probabilit>' wîll be, average a-teithsae.Tefcif lie is an efficient workman, that hc wiîîqunc wthrt winh tes saey toherhave an oppartunit>' to earn stiîî more qencyith o whicite sp to isebn,,othethan his own labor tax, for in ever>' townl- tbe debt lumit bas brciugbt about theslip there are farmers and others, who ýbelieve it to tlieir advantage to work o n curions anomaly that in many cases then debt outside the limit exceeds tbat withintheir own farms rather than on the roads the ]imit.
for wages.A comparison af the ci1tics witb theThe beniefit from a commutation towns of the State, sliows that tbe cities,system arises largely froin the fact that containing 6S per cent. of the total popu-work of a more durable character cati be ain oss , prcn.o h oaundertaken, it cati be carried on at the , osse as 75pecen. ofe av bae tortalmost favorable season af the year, eveiy issese vautioni$1.2; Tie averg taxs ranemani employed miust give a fair day's toneces, i5.30.22 inhoe cities and 7 ework, and for proper res.ults, one mi the cet.n o1 o the cies, bea 87 per cn.o hoverseer of his division, is reýiponsible 1to net debt. The per cent. of the net debtthe caunicil and the people, 'lhe resulîs ta valuation is, for the cities 4.c9'; forof commutation are flot ail seen in one ohcteantws4.3.Teetdbyear;- but aiter a. term of years, when the~ b1hcte m ons43 Tentdbimprovemetits of one season bave been per capita for the cities is $57.28 ; for

dovetailed inta those of thie next, the full both cities and towns $4.4
beriefit wîll bc realized. It is flot tlfr I 1n addition to the more general statisticsleast of the faults of statute labor, that issued at irregular periods, the departmlentwork of ahl descriptions is carried on in a publishes a manthly bulletin. Tbe regulardisjointed, disconnected manner, so that monthly tables tht. far included in theotil> patchwork car> ever be effected. bulletin give statistics witli regard toIt is the case, too, that the regular meteorological conditions , martality andmone>' appropriations are speint with tlie causes of death; number of burial permitsstatute labor, oni the statute labor bai issued ; internients in cemeteries owr>ed80 that the mone>' appropriations, like thé by the city ; number of cremations ; move-labor, ,are scattered an>d wastefully appid ment of population in city institutions;To coniprebend this it is but necessar>' to number of immigrants ; number of liressum up thé mone>' and labor spent in the and alarmi; num ber of cattie inspected ;average township during the past ten number of bouses ordered vacated oryears, and compare this witli the presenit d 'emolished; numbcr of sample îs of milk>,condition of the roads. vinegar, butter atid cheese inspected;

_____________number of volumes in the public library'
$tats*a~ ~number of arrests- mnmber of pupils inStaistcsin oson nd L-whee. the public schols ; numnber ai baths

The statistics department af tbe cit>' af taken at the publie bath bouses ; numberBostn, drin theyearendng Jnuar'of transfers of real eýtate and of mort-Bostn, dringthe ear ndin Janarygages ; commercial statistics -flour supplyxst, 1900, was maintained b>' an expen statistics ;number ai visitons ta tlie Finediture af $îo,8oo. The statistics, as pre-ArsM eutcsented are ver>' completé, and the exist-.At lsenecence of sucli a department is a cjredit ta In addition ta the regular tables, therethe intelligence of the people oi Boston. is publislied. in almost ever>' numiber ofIt is one more evidence of the brillîawy tlie Bullélsn an appendix, whidli is in tlieof Shakespeare, as quoted by O'Rell : nature of a short spécial study on some" Same men achieve greatness, some have subject ai général interest.
greatness thrust upan tliem, and lame are The value ai statistics s nat, as a rule,born in Boston."> sufficiently appreciated. In a large way,The tables cover ardinar>' revenue and the>' enable us ta arrive at general trutlisexpenditure under variaus heads, bath in tapon whidli ta base and rear aur social,détail, and summarized s0 as ta fac Ilitate e industrila], -commercial and politicalcomparison ini which these figures are structures. Descending fraju subhead taflccessary. The tables are analyzed in subhead, iram detail ta detail, the>' leaddifferenit ways, in sucli a manier as ta con- ta results af tlieiitmost importance, the

Wii YOu Commnute Statute Labor?

Wherever by-laws are to bc submitted
athe coming municipal elections to

commute statute labor, the objection will
b.e raised that commutation is the more
difficuit means for the poor man, who
finds it harder to p~uy i a i
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very existence Of wh'Iichl may flot have
been suspected.

An instance of insufficiently appreciated
statistics are the "Muni1cipal Statistics,"
issued annually by thre On'rtarip I)epart-
ment of Agriculture. As but one benefit
they achieve, which or itself rtIendes tbemn
aIl imiportant, is thecir function in flhe sale
of municipal deberaures. Tb'lrougbI these
statistics, foreign capitalists learn thie
financial standing of thle various munici-
Palities ; and w'ithlOut provîding some sucli
source of in'formation there would be
mucli difficulty ]i offcin"g municipal
debentures for sale.,bog this sample
Mediumn, local imnprovemenr'ts are înuch
facilitated, and th(2 lowest rate of interest
is obtainable. Theb Dominion Ccnsus, to
be taken iieuxt yuar, and wbich is awaîted
with expectancy thiroutghiout Canada, is an
impressive lesso> i the important finie-
tions wbich statistics assýume inwain
the fabric of a nation.

Novel Mode of Comploat.

Sonicecrne who is evidently dissatisfied
With the existing municipal conditions has
given vent ta his feelings b>' a placard on
a new townline bridge in ca unt>' ofOxford,
Hle thinks there are favored contractors
who get huge extras on municipal con-
tracts, while others are held to the letter
and figure of their bids . 1-le darkîy hints
at corruption and says. it is time for a
change. The placard has exciitd a good
deal of curipsiiy as ta the author's identit>',
and some are of the opinion that it is thie
distant ruinble of an approachîng Storm in
municipal politics.

Donald Guttirie, Esq., Q. C., solicitor
for the Count>' of Wellinigton, bas given
the fallawing Opinion as to the liabilit>' of
a county to build and niaintain bridges ani
boundary lunes between a police village
and adjoining muanicipalities witbin the
county : " My opinion is asked as ta,
whiether or not the count>' is hiable to
build and maintain bridges on botindar>'
lines between police villages and adjoining
munýi ripailities witbin the couinty. In
answger to this qluestioni 1 bave ta say that
in mny opinion the county is flot liable to
build and maintain the bridges referred
ta unless, of course, such bridges are oni
county roads or bave been assuxned by
the couint>' council, or unless the bridge
is one hieretofore known as a boundar>'
lîne bridge. In other words, 1 do not
consider a police village is a separate local
municipalit>', nor do 1 consider that the
érection of a village into a police village
lias the effect of rendering the count>'
lia hIe to build and maintalin a bridge
whicli it would not otherwise be liable to
build or maintain.

The court bias ordered the town of
Owen Sound to pay W. Owens $75o anid
costs, as damages for injuries received
through fallingover an obstruction which
had. been left on a sidewalk,


