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IS THE WHOLE OT* THE NEW TESTAMENT TO
BE MET WITH IN THE WRITINGS OF THE
FIRST THREE CENTURIES?

I was dining some time ago, said the late Rev. Dr.
Buchanan, of Edinburgh, at old Mr. Abereromby’s (father
of General Abercromby who w slain in Egypt, at thehead
of the British wrmy). and we were spending the evening
together. A gentleman present put a question which
puzzled the whole company. It was this. Supposing
all the New Testaments in the world had been destroyed
at the end of the third century, could their contents have
been recovered from the writings of the three first centu-
ries? The question was novel to all, and no one even
hazarded a guess in answer to the inquivy.

About two montbs after this meeting. I received a note
from Lord Hailes, inviting me to breakfust with him next
morning. He had been of the party. During breakfact
heasked me if I recollected the curious question about re-
covering the contents of the New "Testament from the writ-
ings of the three first centuries. I remember it well, said
I, and have thought of it often without being able to form
any opinion or conjecture on the subject.

¢ Well,” said Lord Hailes, « that question yuiteaccorded
with my antiquarian turn of mind.  On returning home, as
Iknew I had all the writersof these  *n.uries, I begar im-
meci.tely to collect them, that Im’_at set to work on the
arduous task as soon as possible.” Dointing to a table
covered with paper, he said, «¢ There have I been busy lor
these two months, searching for chapters, half :hapters,
and sentences of the New Testament, and have marhed
down what I have found, and where I have found it 5 so
thatany person may examine andsen for themselves. Lhave
actually discovered the whole New Testament from those
writings, excont ten or cleven verses, which satislies me
that I conld discover them also. ¢ Now,*? said he *¢ here
was a way n which God concealed or hid the treasure of
his word, that Julian, the apostate Emperor, and other
enemies of Christ, who wished to extirpate the Gospel
from the world, never would have thought of'; and, ifthey
had, they never could have effected its destruction.”

COmCI——Cup—

THE SPRING.
From a Discourse on Easter Sunday, Jpril 14, A. p. 383,

All nature now moves on in umsan with nur festivity,
and rejoices in common with our joy. Behold the face of
things. The queen of the seasons unfolds her pageantry to
the queen of days, presenting from her native shore what-
ever is most beanteous, whatever is mostdelightful. Now
is the canopy ot neaven cloudless ; the sun rides higher in
his course, raying out a more golden lustre; brighter is
the circle of the monn, ahd purer the chorus of the stars;
more pacific now, the waves murmur on the shore ; the

tempest is allayed ; soft arc the whispers of the breeze;
genial is the carth to the opening flowrets, and grateful the
flowrets to our eyes. Released from winter’s tyranny,
more limpid tlow the founuwias, in streams more copious
the rivers ; gay is the blossom on the plant, and sweet
the fragranee of the meadow; the herbage is cropped Ly
the cattle, and larabs disport on the blooming plains.

The vessel now rides forth majestic from the harbour,
accompauied with shouts, for the most part shouts of gra-
titude ; and 1s winged with its sails. The dolphin glides
on the bosom of the waters, dashing the silvery foa:n
around, and following, with alacrity, t~e mariner.

Now doth the husbandman prepur- his implements of
tillage, raising his eye o heaven, and invoking Him who
makes the fruitage flourish. How jocund iLe leads his
oxen to the yoke! How patiently he cuts the prolific
furrow, while hope sits smiling ¢n his conntenance ?

. The shepherd and the herdsmen attune their reeds, me-
ditating the rural strain, and reval with the Spring, in th:
grotto or the grove. The gardener now more anxiously
tends Ins plants; the fowler renews his snare ; inspeets
the branches, and curiously explcres the flying of the bird.
‘The fishnrr an sits on the summit of the rock, surveys the
deep, and repairs his net.

Again the assidnons bee, spreading wide her wings, and
ascending from the pine, dome strates her uative sk’
ckims o’er rhe meads, and ritles the flowers of theirswee.
One labours at the honey-comb, constructing the cells,
hexagonal and mutually opposed; while unother laysup
the delicious store, providing for him who builds her
habitation, relrction sweet, and sustenance untoiled for.
Oh! that we could resembie them; we, who have re-
ceivedso wondrous an example of industry and of wisdom !
Again the bird fabricates his nest; and one returns, and
another enters the new-formed mausion, while a third tra-
verses the air, and bids the forest re-echo to his harmonies,
and greets the passenger with a song.

Fven the inaninsate part of the creation hymns and
glorifies its Maker with a silent homage.  For every
thing which I behold, T magnify my Ged ; and thus their
hymn, from whom I have derived my melody, becomes
my own.-~From_the writings of St. Gregory Nazianzen,
Arclbishop of Constantinople, “1who was born 328 after
Christ, and died 390. The Book of the Fathers, p. 108,

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

The ¢ Dusty Bible,” in our next ; we shall be happy to
hear frequently from the author.
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