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THE MAYFLOWER,

Ameriea, and the time saved in travel is
equal to seventy per cent. The rivers of
every country in the world nearly, arc tra-
versed by steamboats, In 1800, there was
not a single railroad in the world. In the
United States alone there are now 8,707
miles of railroad, costing $286,000,000 to
build, and about 22,000 miles of road in
England and America, The Jocomotive will
now travel in as many hours, a distance,
which, in 1800, required as many days to
accomplish. In 1800 it took wecks to con-
vey intelligence between New Orleans and
Philadelphia, and now it can be accomplish-
ed in minutes through the electric telegraph
which only had its.beginning in 1643. Vol-
taism was discovered in March, 1800. The
electric magnet in 1821, Electrofying was
discovered only a few years ago. IHods
printing press, capable af printing 1G,000
copies an hour, is a very rccent discovery,
but of 2 most important character. Gas
light was unknown in 1800 ; now every city
and town of any pretences is lighted with it,
and we have the announcement of a still
greater discovery, by which light, heat, and
motive power may be all produced from wa-
ter with hardly any cost. Daguerre com-
municated to the world his beautiful inven-
tion in 1839. Gun cotton and chloroform
are discoveries of but a few years old.  As-
tronomy has added a number of new planets
to the solar system, Agricultural chemistry
has enlarged the domain of knowledge in
that important branch of seientific rescarch ;
and mechanics have inereased the {acilities
for production, and the means of accomplish-
ing an amount of labor which far transcends
the ability of united mental cffort to accom-
plish. The triumphs achieved in this last
branch of discovery and invention are enough
to mark the last half eentury as that which
has most contributed to augment personal
comforts, enlarge the enjoyments, and add
to the blessings of man.  'What will tho next
half century accomplish? We 1ay look for
still greater discoveries, for the intel'ect of
man js awake, exploring every mine of
knowledge, .and searching for uscful infor-
mation in every department of art and
industry.

Maxe Hoxe BeavriruL.—t is a true
index of the progress of our race, to observe
the regard paid to homes : and it is a con-

soling reflection that its sanctity has attract-
ed, at last, the atteation it doserves. To bo
loved as it ought, to awaken the affection
home should inspire, it must be beautiful,
and worthy of heing cherished.  When it is
so easy a thing to beautify and adorn home,
is it not & matter of surprise that so little
attention, in this respect, is given to it in
many parts of our couniry? Indeed, we
may fear that this neglect will become “a
byword of reproach.” It is a mistaken idea
that home cannot be made beautiful, but by
the costly exotics. Tncentives, of: the high-
cst chavacter, are leld out to induce men to
plant and cultivate shady trees. No argu-
ment is needed to confirm the trath that
shade trees promote health, that they are
condicive to comfort and pleasure ; and he
is truly to be pitied, who sees no beauty in
trees, nothing majestic or grand in trees,
Nature’s waving, “frowning Titans.” If
more is required tq induce the growing of
trees and shrubs for shade and ornament,
compare the appearance of some of our vil-
lages, where, for near the full cirele of 2
mile, scarce g solitary tree intervenes ils
gratefol shade to break the rays of a sum-
mer sun’s roasting heat, or to inviie the cool,
refreshing breeze : compare one of these,
(for there are many such,) with the pleasant
town whose streets and squaves are fastetui-
ly planted with handsome elms, maples, or
locusts.  Not only is the aspect of the Jatter
wore pleasing, or the effeet more delightful ;
but it is the safest criterion by which to

judge of the virtue, refinement and intellec-

wal cultivation of its citizens; for where
Nature’s beauties are cherished, vice and
sensuality eannot flourish,  What is (rue of
towns and villages, is equally trae relative
to the homes of men, exeept the influence
of the foriner is more general, while that of
home, whether farm-house or village resi-
dence, more direcily affeets the individual
family., There is no investment of labour
or time {hat remuncrates man with so much
and healthful enjoyment, as that hestowed
upon the cultivation of shade and orpamen-
tal trees and shrabbery.  These make home
beautiful ; beanty will endear it to lis soul
and make it “ part of him;” then, in truth,
will it be his own ¢ sweet home,” and his
country—

“ Tho Jand of the myrtle, the cypress, and vine,
Where all, save the spirit of man, is divine.”




